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To  the  Mayor , Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of  Gateshead 

In  presenting  this  my  twenty-first  annual  report  on  the  work  of  the 
public  health  department,  I have  to  acknowledge  that  on  the  whole  the 
public  health  aspects  of  life  are  much  less  pressing  today  than  they  were 
a quarter  of  a century  ago.  In  the  intervening  years,  there  have  been  many 
great  changes  which  have  altered  the  bias  of  the  public  health  movement. 
Perhaps  the  most  important  of  these  is  the  great  economic  change  for  the 
better  in  the  lives  of  the  people  of  Gateshead,  among  whom  genuine 
unemployment  is  now  a rarity,  as  contrasted  with  conditions  during  the 
depression  when  one  person  out  of  every  three  of  the  insured  population 
was  unemployed.  Another  great  change  has  followed  from  the  pioneer 
work  of  Fleming  in  the  discovery  of  penicillin,  for,  in  the  wake  of  his 
researches,  a whole  battery  of  anti-bacterial  drugs  have  been  isolated  and 
are  today  in  constant  use  to  combat  the  ravages  of  disease-producing 
bacteria  of  all  sorts.  These  drugs  have  completely  changed  the  clinical 
course  of  many  diseases  and  have  eliminated  the  troublesome  complications 
while  many  once  fatal  conditions  now  respond  to  easily  administered  drug 
therapy  at  home.  And  these  antibiotics  are  now  made  available  free  of 
charge  to  the  sick  on  the  prescription  of  the  family  doctor  through  the 
National  Health  Service.  Although  costly  and  often  abused,  these  drugs 
nevertheless  are  life-saving  and  have  made  an  enormous  difference  to  the 
- expectation  of  life  at  all  ages.  Yet  another  great  change  has  been  the 
exploitation  of  the  means  of  immunising  the  young  population  against 
both  common  and  uncommon  diseases.  Thus,  the  parents  of  every  infant 
are  today  offered  free  vaccination  against  smallpox,  immunisation  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus,  and  possibly  also  vaccination 
against  poliomyelitis,  while  B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is 
offered  free  of  charge  to  the  older  school  children  before  they  enter  the 
field  of  industrial  pursuits.  It  is  a great  pity  that  these  advantages  are  not 
always  appreciated. 

The  statistics  of  the  Borough  in  1956  give  no  cause  for  concern, 
except  perhaps  in  the  tendency  of  the  birth  rate  to  decline  from  its  higher 
level  of  post-war  years.  Some  of  this  decline,  in  a rate  which  is  expressed  in 
relation  to  the  population  as  a whole,  is  inevitable  in  a population  which 
is  showing  an  increasing  bias  to  the  older  age  groups.  It  is  probably 
doubtful  if  the  fertility  rate  of  the  population  is  actually  declining  at  all. 
The  death  rate,  infantile  mortality  rate  and  the  special  death  rates,  save 
those  of  cancer,  are  at  a satisfactory  low  level,  but  the  population  of 
Gateshead  continues  the  decline  which  first  set  in  in  1930,  so  that  13,000 
have  been  lost  since  the  census  figures  of  193 1 . 

There  are,  however,  certain  exceptional  features  about  which  there 
can  be  little  satisfaction.  The  most  important  of  these  is,  of  course,  the 
housing  position  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  a feature  which 
will  in  time  be  rectified  but  which  will  require  great  patience  and  tolerance 
from  those  concerned.  During  the  year,  the  Minister  confirmed  the 
clearance  of  the  Chandless  area  involving  some  922  separate  households. 

Another  unsatisfactory  feature  arises  from  our  life-saving  activities 
coupled  with  the  decline  in  the  birth  rate.  So  many  people  are  living  to  be 
old  that  the  proportion  of  the  elderly  in  the  population  continues  to 
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increase  each  year.  Many  of  the  elderly,  of  course,  look  after  themselves 
but  sooner  or  later  they  tend  to  become  dependent  and  cause  many  prob- 
lems. For  the  childless  and  the  friendless  there  is  only  the  State  and  a 
few  charitable-minded  individuals.  For  those  with  families  much  depends 
on  the  meaning  of  the  family  to  its  members.  Where  there  has  been  a good 
spirit  children  will  rally  round  to  help  their  ageing  parents,  and  would  be 
most  distressed  to  rely  solely  on  the  public  agencies.  Others,  in  whom  the 
family  spirit  is  completely  lacking,  are  only  too  pleased  to  deliver  over 
their  aged  parents  to  the  responsibility  of  the  health  and  welfare  depart- 
ments. The  work  of  the  home  nursing  and  home  help  services  in  Gateshead 
is  largely  concerned  with  the  care  of  the  aged,  for  whom  hospital  facilities 
are  available  on  a very  restricted  scale. 

Another  group  of  dependent  individuals  who  are  increasing  in  pro- 
portion in  the  community  is  the  persons  of  weak  mind  and  deficient 
intelligence.  Many  of  these  used  to  die  under  the  impact  of  the  diseases 
of  childhood  but  today  most  survive  and  create  a great  problem  in  their 
care  and  after-care.  Many,  of  course,  must  be  looked  after  in  institutions, 
all  of  which  are  presently  overcrowded,  and  at  the  same  time  inadequate 
to  meet  the  needs.  The  care  of  others  of  the  mentally  retarded  is  shared  by 
the  occupation  centre  and  by  the  home,  and  this  is  probably  the  most 
happy  solution.  Yet  a third  group,  mostly  elderly,  are  entirely  cared  for  in 
the  home  by  relatives  whose  devoted  care  it  is  impossible  to  praise  too 
highly. 

The  public  health  movement,  which  did  so  much  to  clear  up  the 
pollution  of  water  and  the  contamination  of  food,  has  now  turned  its 
attention  to  the  air  we  breathe.  The  Clean  Air  Act  gives  new  powers  to 
local  authorities  to  make  a beginning  with  the  great  problem  of  the 
atmospheric  pollution,  which  accompanies  industries  dependent  on  the 
burning  of  fuel.  There  are  many  unsatisfactory  features  about  the  Act,  but 
in  time,  given  some  enthusiasm  from  the  central  and  local 
authorities,  the  provisions  of  the  Act  should  do  much  to  prevent  the  slow 
poisoning  of  the  atmosphere  which  those  in  industrial  towns  have  perforce 
to  breathe.  In  Gateshead,  however,  the  people  are  somewhat  fortunate  in 
that  the  prevailing  winds  come  from  the  south-west,  so  that  most  of  the 
Gateshead  pollution  ultimately  finds  its  way  towards  the  north-east,  and 
that  pollution  comes  almost  entirely  from  the  congested  houses  of  the 
Borough,  the  railway  undertakings  and  the  local  industries,  which  are 
nearly  all  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  fringing  the  river.  It 
appears,  then,  that  in  setting  up  a smoke  control  area,  Gateshead  should 
begin  in  a humble  way  with  the  area  around  the  bridge,  gradually  ex- 
tending this,  as  circumstances  allow,  to  include  most  of  the  town. 

The  report  which  follows  is  a composite  work  of  many  individuals 
and  mainly  edited  by  your  medical  officer.  This  collaboration  in  a report 
echoes  the  co-operation  and  team  work  between  the  professional  and 
clerical  members  of  the  public  health  staff.  To  all  of  them  I would  express 
my  personal  appreciation  for  their  loyalty  and  support,  and  I would 
especially  mention  my  Deputy,  Dr.  Herbst,  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  Mears,  who  is  shortly  due  to  retire  and  the  Chief  Dental 
Officer,  Mr.  Whitehouse.  I must  also  welcome  Mr.  J.  P.  Lavender  on  his 
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promotion  to  succeed  Mr.  Mears  in  1957,  after  a very  lengthy  period  of 
service  in  the  department.  In  the  work  of  the  health  department, 
success  depends  also  on  the  help  and  assistance  received  from  professional 
colleagues  in  the  hospital  service  and  in  general  practice.  Sometimes  this 
department  is  helpful  to  them,  in  that  it  has  been  able  to  help  a consultant 
or  practitioner  in  the  solution  of  a problem. 

It  would  not  be  possible  for  any  of  the  work  to  be  done  were  it  not 
for  the  support  of  the  Council  and  its  Health  Committee,  under  the 
Chairman,  Alderman  P.  S.  Hancock,  o.b.e.,  and  the  Vice-Chairman, 
Alderman  J.  T.  Etherington.  1 must  also  write  with  appreciation  of  the 
good  fellowship  and  general  helpfulness  of  my  colleagues  in  charge  of 
other  corporation  departments. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

James  Grant, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PART  I 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH 


A.  General  Remarks 

Although  very  little  change  appears  to  occur  from  year  to  year  in 
the  industrial  Borough  of  Gateshead,  it  is  important  to  stress  the  evident 
prosperity  of  most  of  the  townspeople,  whose  chief  material  need  in 
certain  cases  is  connected  with  the  securing  of  adequate  and  good  housing 
accommodation.  In  the  restart  of  the  great  operation  for  the  clearance  of 
slums,  the  area  of  dense  congested  housing  on  the  east  side  of  High  Street 
was  represented  and  approved  as  a clearance  area  by  the  Council,  and 
this  decision  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  after  a public  enquiry.  On  this  large  site,  it  is  intended 
to  erect  the  tall  blocks  of  flats  similar  to  those  erected  in  Barn  Close.  In 
the  future  there  will  therefore  be  quite  an  imposing  group  of  these  high 
flatted  buildings  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  all  of  which  are  replacing 
the  somewhat  monotonous  terraces  of  flats  constructed  over  100  years  ago. 

The  departure  of  elements  of  the  Gateshead  population  into  the 
adjoining  area  of  Felling  continues.  At  the  end  of  1956,  322  Gateshead 
familes  had  been  rehoused  in  the  Felling  area.  It  is  planned  that  by  the 
end  of  March,  1957,  673  families  will  have  been  rehoused  in  Felling,  so 
that  some  300  families  will  have  moved  during  the  year  under  review.  This, 
in  particular,  explains  the  continual  reduction  of  the  Gateshead  population 
as  each  family  averages  something  like  4 persons  altogether. 

The  townships  of  Gateshead  and  Felling  are  continuous  along  the 
riverside  and  along  the  Sunderland  Road.  The  effect  of  the  house  building 
in  the  Wrekenton  area  is  to  make  the  two  Wrekenton  areas  of  housing  also 
continuous,  so  that  as  one  proceeds  down  the  Learn  Lane  towards  White 
Mare  Pool,  one  would  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  find  any  natural 
boundary  between  Felling  and  Gateshead.  To  the  disinterested  observer 
it  must  appear  that  Felling  and  Gateshead  have  grown  together  into  one 
town  with  a unity  of  interest  and  purpose. 

Full  employment  continues  to  be  a successful  policy  affecting  both 
men  and  women  in  Gateshead.  The  long-term  effects  of  this  cannot  be 
measured,  but  the  fate  of  the  children  in  some  families  is  very  definitely 
at  stake  in  the  process. 

In  Gateshead,  as  elsewhere,  the  problem  of  the  aged  and  their  welfare 
continues  as  a difficult  task  indeed  for  the  local  health  and  welfare  authori- 
ties. 

Accidents 

Accidental  deaths  and  injury  continue  to  be  exceedingly  common  in 
these  days  due  to  conditions  on  the  roads  and  to  the  nature  of  industry. 
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In  1956,  the  police  reported  320  accidents  involving  personal  injury, 
as  a result  of  which  5 persons  were  killed,  71  seriously  injured  and  286 
slightly  injured,  which  altogether  make  a total  of  362  personal  injuries,  a 
figure  comparable  with  that  of  1955. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  ambulance  service,  emergency  calls 
were  received  in  1956  to  remove  altogether  1,257  patients,  of  whom  714 
were  accidentally  injured  or  suddenly  taken  ill  in  the  street,  182  were 
similarly  affected  in  their  homes,  and  361  were  accidentally  injured  or 
taken  ill  at  their  place  of  employment.  There  is  no  doubt,  therefore,  that 
the  burden  of  accidents  falls  outside  the  home.  Classifying  the  ambulance 
calls,  it  appears  that  28  persons  were  burned  at  home,  1 in  the  street  and  6 
at  work.  63  persons  sustained  cuts  and  wounds  at  home,  324  in  the  streets 
and  144  at  work.  Fractures  were  sustained  by  15  persons  at  home,  77  in 
the  street  and  23  at  work.  Emergency  illnesses  at  home  accounted  for 
34  calls,  in  the  street  for  173  calls  and  at  work  for  38  calls.  Other  emer- 
gencies occurring  in  the  home  and  in  the  streets  totalled  331  altogether. 
The  accidents  involved  913  males  and  344  females. 

From  the  death  returns  accidental  deaths  in  1956  numbered  51 
altogether,  of  which  6 of  the  deaths  were  motor  vehicle  accidents  involving 
4 males  aged  5,  24,  77  and  80  years,  and  2 females,  aged  75  and  80  years. 
The  45  other  accidental  deaths  were  divisible  as  to  29  of  males  and  16  of 
females.  In  24  instances,  13  males  and  II  females,  the  deaths  were  the 
results  of  accidental  falls  at  home,  while  in  4 other  instances,  the  deaths 
were  due  to  accidental  falls  in  the  street,  2 of  each  sex  being  involved. 
There  was  one  other  death  in  1956  which  was  ascribed  to  a street  accident 
that  occurred  in  1932.  Accidental  deaths  at  work  involved  4 males,  aged 
22,  45,  50  and  59,  and  there  were  5 deaths  of  males  due  to  drowning,  their 
ages  being  10,  20,  21,  49  and  80  years  respectively.  There  was  one  inward 
transfer  of  a boy  aged  10  years,  whose  death  was  ascribed  to  misadventure. 
A woman  of  78  years  died  as  a result  of  accidental  burns,  and  five  infants 
were  accidentally  suffocated. 

B.  Climatic  Conditions 

A summary  is  attached  of  the  weather  conditions  recorded  in  1956  at 
Sheriff  Hill  Hospital  by  the  Flospital  Engineer,  who  acts  as  observer. 
1956  was  a very  poor  year  indeed  from  the  point  of  view  of  weather 
conditions,  and  only  1,422  hours  of  sunshine  were  recorded  as  compared 
with  1,700  in  1955.  Rainfall  amounted  to  29  inches  and  there  were  only 
196  dry  days,  both  of  these  being  poor  figures.  The  wettest  month  was 
August  with  6.8  inches  of  rain,  followed  by  January  with  3.5  inches. 
Snowfalls  were  restricted  mainly  to  January  and  February,  but  there  was 
also  a slight  fall  in  December.  The  high  value  ascribed  to  the  sunshine 
measured  at  Gateshead  is  probably  due  to  the  siting  of  the  gauge  some 
550  feet  above  mean  sea  level,  which  rises  above  the  level  of  the  smoke 
pall  normally  covering  the  two  towns  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead.  A 
considerable  amount  of  sunshine  is,  in  fact,  lost  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  Borough  as  a result  of  interception  by  this  layer  of  smoke. 

The  Borough  meteorological  station  has  now  been  recording  for  five 
years.  In  the  5-year  average  from  1952  to  1956,  it  would  appear  that  the 
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mean  monthly  temperature  is  46.95°F.,  the  mean  daily  minimum  41.5°F. 
and  the  mean  daily  maximum  52.4°F.  There  are  78  ground  frosts  on  the 
average.  The  relative  humidity  works  out  on  the  average  as  79.2  per  cent, 
and  rainfall  averages  25.5  inches.  The  yearly  average  of  sunshine  is  1,425 
hours,  while  the  prevalence  of  westerly  winds  is  shown  by  the  yearly 
average,  which  credits  the  west  with  81,  north-west  with  61  and  the  south- 
west with  56  observations  as  against  45  for  the  south  and  figures  ranging 
from  23-28  for  the  north  and  east  sectors. 

C.  Social  Conditions 

Unemployment 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  O’Dair,  Manager  of  the  Windmill  Hills 
Employment  Exchange  for  the  figures  relating  to  unemployed  persons  at 
the  end  of  1956.  These  were  586  men,  341  women,  11  boys  and  18  girls,  a 
total  of  956,  as  compared  with  839  in  1955  and  1,221  in  1954. 

Registered  disabled  persons  numbered  2,126,  1,811  being  men  and 
315  women.  116  men  and  25  women,  a total  of  141,  were  unemployed.  Of 
this  number  20  men  and  2 women  were  suitable  for  employment  only 
under  sheltered  conditions. 

National  Assistance 

Mr.  T.  P.  L.  Bruce,  the  Area  Officer  of  the  Assistance  Board,  has 
supplied  me  with  the  following  information  for  the  year  1956.  6,042 
persons  were  in  receipt  of  National  Assistance  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
These  were  made  up  of  371  persons  who  were  unemployed,  959  persons 
suffering  from  physical  or  mental  illness,  3,310  retired  contributory 
pensioners  and  459  non-contributory  pensioners  and  943  others.  In  this 
last  group  there  are  included  widows  under  60,  women  separated  from 
their  husbands,  or  who  have  not  earned  a pension,  together  with  a number 
of  persons  of  both  sexes  over  the  pensionable  age  who  have  to  wait  until 
they  reach  the  age  for  entitlement  to  the  old  age  pension. 

National  Insurance  Sick  Benefit 

The  weekly  return  of  the  number  of  fresh  sickness  claims  circulated 
from  the  local  offices  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  show  that  the 
number  of  fresh  claims  normally  received  was  somewhere  between  400 
and  500  per  week.  The  year  1956  saw  a sudden  rise  during  the  month  of 
January,  which  continued  in  February  and  March  at  a level  ranging  from 
650  to  as  high  as  950  per  week. 

Welfare  Services 

Mr.  R.  A.  Haysom,  Director  of  Welfare  Services,  has  very  kindly 
supplied  me  with  the  information  that  at  the  end  of  1956  there  were  274 
certified  blind  persons  and  52  others  under  observation  for  serious 
deficiency  of  vision.  There  were  also  127  persons  who  were  deaf  and  dumb 
and  103  were  registered  as  hard  of  hearing. 

In  the  Fountain  View  Welfare  Hostel  there  were  334  residents  as 
compared  with  327  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  also  15  tenants  in 
the  Beacon  View  Hostel  under  the  supervision  of  a warden,  and  2 families 
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were  housed  in  Holly  House.  18  persons  were  housed  in  “Bircholme”  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  139  physically  handicapped  persons  were  registered, 
of  whom  1 1 were  epileptics  and  2 were  spastics. 

Deprived  Children 

Miss  Duffey,  the  Children’s  Officer,  has  supplied  me  with  the  informa-  [j 
tion  that  there  were  235  children  under  the  care  of  the  Children’s  Com- 
mittee at  the  end  of  1956,  and  an  additional  24  children  from  the  Borough 
were  in  attendance  at  approved  schools.  53  children  are  maintained  in 
residential  nurseries  and  homes  within  the  Borough  and  11  at  the  Medom- 
sley  and  Lanchester  Cottage  Homes.  88  deprived  children  are  boarded 
out,  16  are  accommodated  in  the  working  boys’  hostel  and  11  in  the 
working  girls’  hostel  in  Gateshead.  40  children,  too,  are  in  voluntary  homes  i 
and  4 are  in  attendance  at  special  schools.  12  children  are  under  super- 
vision at  home. 


Institutional  Facilities  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm 

A full  report  was  given  last  year  of  the  difficulties  of  the  Borough  in 
relation  to  the  care  of  the  aged.  Since  that  report  there  has  been  no  sub- 
stantial change  save  that  Dunston  Hill  Ministry  of  Pensions  Hospital 
was  handed  over  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  administration  by  the 
Gateshead  Hospital  Management  Committee  as  part  of  the  group  hospital 
accommodation,  some  of  which  may  be  available  for  local  residents.  As 
a further  step  in  policy,  the  Newcastle  Regional  Hospital  Board  had 
decided  that  as  soon  as  possible  Whinney  House  Sanatorium  should  be 
turned  over  to  geriatric  purposes  to  provide  ultimately  some  60  beds  at 
Whinney  House.  This  project  will,  of  course,  only  materialise  next  year. 


Census  of  Occupations , 1951 

The  volume  of  the  1951  census  return  of  occupations  was  made 
available  at  the  end  of  1956.  The  following  table  is  presented  to  compare 
the  number  of  persons,  both  male  and  female,  who  were  engaged  in 
various  occupations  at  the  census  in  1921  and  also  at  the  last  census  in 
1951 : — 


Total  population 
Occupied 

Retired  and  Unoccupied 

1.  Fishermen 

II.  Agriculture 

III.  Mining  (Coal) 

IV.  Bricks,  Pottery  and  Glass 

V.  Gas  and  chemicals 

VI.  Metals  and  Engineering 

VII.  Textiles 

VIII.  Leathers  and  Furs 

IX.  Textile  Goods  and  Dress 

X.  Food,  Drinks  and  Tobacco 
XL  Wood,  Cane  and  Cork 

XII.  Paper  making  and  printing 

XIII.  Miscellaneous  Products 

XIV.  Building  and  Contracting 

XV.  Painting  and  Decorating 


1921  1951 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

61,243 

63,899 

55,451 

59,588 

< 

39,409 

11,883 

36,273 

16,043 

5,366 

35,798 

4,755 

29,939 

* 

Z 

154 

23 

190 

14 

4,798 

4 

2,156 

3 

599 

167 

350 

111 

433 

62 

214 

13 

8,816 

282 

7,870 

390 

( 

46 

335 

74 

180 

[ 

78 

43 

182 

72 

i 

372 

1,170 

351 

2,140 

379 

463 

459 

419 

1,448 

50 

1,065 

36 

409 

443 

391 

654 

l 

56 

3 

190 

149 

1,598 

8 

2,320 

5 

634 

3 

759 

21 

4 

1 


* 


3 

3 

) 

7 

7 

l 


XVI.  Administrators,  Directors, 


Managers,  etc. 

930 

401 

701 

66 

XVII. 

Transport 

5,285 

273 

4,307 

239 

XVIII. 

Commerce  and  Finance 

2,779 

2,284 

2,606 

2,269 

XIX. 

Professional  and  Technical 

537 

584 

1,350 

1,052 

XX. 

Army,  Police  and  Fire  Services 

262 

— 

640 

18 

XXI. 

Entertainers,  etc. 

178 

106 

144 

21 

XXII. 

Personal  Service 

758 

3,244 

889 

3,388 

XXIII. 

Clerks,  Typists,  etc. 

1,800 

1,380 

2,014 

3,002 

XXIV. 

Warehousemen,  Storekeepers,  etc. 

673 

550 

959 

603 

XXV. 

Stationary  Engine  Drivers, 

Stokers,  etc. 

629 

768 

5 

XXVI. 

Unskilled  workers 

4,479 

265 

4,775 

1,030 

XXVII. 

Undefined  workers 

— - 

— 

349 

77 

It  is  worthy  of  comment  that  the  labour  force,  meaning  the  total 
number  of  persons  occupied,  has  increased  from  51,292  to  52,316  in  a 
community  which  declined  in  population  from  124,000  to  115,000.  This 
great  change  is  mainly  due  to  the  increased  employment  of  women. 


In  the  individual  occupations,  it  it  notable  how  far  coal  mining  has 
declined  as  a local  occupation.  Engineering  has  maintained  its  interest 
for  the  people,  while  the  building  trades  have  increased  considerably.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  has  been  a decline  of  the  number  of  persons  engaged 
in  transport,  while  the  number  of  persons  following  a commercial  career 
has  remained  fairly  stationary.  An  important  aspect  of  life  in  Gateshead 
is  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  in  the  professional  and 
technical  class.  Considerable  increases  are  also  to  be  noted  in  the  number 
of  persons  following  a clerical  vocation.  The  number  of  women  following 
unskilled  work  has  also  shown  a considerable  increase. 


In  1951  the  census  of  occupations  lists 
population  as  follows : — 

Employers 

Managers: 

general  managers,  directors,  etc. 
of  branch  or  primary  departments 
of  office  or  subsidiary  departments 
Operatives 

Working  on  own  account 
Out  of  work 


the  status  aggregates  of  the 


Males 

Females 

395 

60 

188 

15 

725 

264 

148 

21 

32,014 

14,951 

984 

393 

1,819 

339 

According  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour’s  local  office,  in  1951  persons 
employed  as  operatives  in  Gateshead,  whether  they  lived  in  Gateshead  or 
elsewhere,  numbered  24,003  males  and  16,513  females.  This  means  that 
Gateshead  is  no  longer  a dormitory  town  affording  residence  for  people 
who  work  outside  the  area.  Although  a great  number  of  Gateshead  people 
work  outside  the  Borough,  equally  do  a number  of  workers  in  Gateshead 
live  outside  the  Borough,  and,  on  balance,  it  appears  that  emigrant  workers 
will  roughly  equal  immigrant  workers. 


Data  relating  to  Employed  Women 

Whereas,  out  of  a male  population  of  41,025  over  15  years  of  age, 
36,273  men  (88%)  were  working  in  1951,  the  position  with  females  was 
that  out  of  45,982  women  over  15  years,  16,043  (35%)  were  also  working. 
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The  proportion  of  males  who  were  working  shows  little  change  fromr 
the  1921  census,  but  the  proportion  of  females  shows  an  advance  from:: 
25  per  cent,  to  35  per  cent,  working.  Indeed,  the  number  of  women  workings 
is  53  per  cent,  of  all  the  women  aged  15-65  years.  Of  the  16,043  women 
who  were  working,  5,574  (34.7  per  cent.)  were  married.  This  number  of 
married  women  who  were  employed  represented  20  per  cent,  of  the  27,9483 
married  women  in  the  area.  Expressed  somewhat  differently,  it  means  thatt 
roughly  one  in  three  of  all  the  women  who  were  working  were  married, 
that  one  in  every  two  women  aged  from  15  to  65  years  were  working,  and 
that  one  in  five  of  the  married  women  were  working.  4,487  of  the  employed 
married  women  were  occupied  whole-time,  leaving  1,087  married  womeni 
employed  on  a part-time  basis.  One  thing  that  is  not  known  and  which l 
seems  impossible  to  learn  is  the  number  of  married  women  with  family 
responsibilities  who  were  working. 


D.  General  Statistics  of  the  Area 

Population  (estimated  by  Registrar  General  1956)  (includes  added  area)  111,900 


Population  (estimated  by  Registrar  General  1939)  ..  ..  ..  116,600 

Population  of  present  Borough  (Census  1931)  (includes  added  area)  . . 124,545 
Population  of  present  Borough  (Census  1951)  ..  ..  ..  ..  115,039 

Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,559 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Valuation  Lists)  . . . . . . . . 33,959 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.5 

Number  of  persons  per  Inhabited  House  . . . . . . . . . . 3.29 

Rateable  value  at  31.3.56  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £665,969 

at  1.4.56  £1,049,269 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  . . . . . . . . . . . . £4,070 

Rate  in  the  £ levied  1956-57  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18/- 

E.  Vital  Statistics  for  1956 


E.  Vital  Statistics  for  1956 

Live  Births  Males  Females  Total  Rate 


Legitimate 

978 

911 

1,889 

Illegitimate 

23 

39 

62 

1,001 

950 

1,951 

17.4  per  1,000  of  population 

(area  comparability  factor 
0.95) 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

33 

25 

58 

Illegitimate 

4 

— 

4 

37 

25 

62 

30.8  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths 

722 

558 

1,280 

11.4  per  1,000  of  population 
(area  comparability  factor 
1.22) 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths 

279 

392 

671 

Infantile  Mortality 

Legitimate 

31 

23 

54 

28.5  per  1,000  live  legitimate 
births 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

32.2  per  1,000  live  illegitimate 
births 

32 

24 

56 

28.7  per  1,000  live  births 

Maternal  Mortality 
a.  Placenta  Praevia 

n 

b.  Post-partum  haemorrhage 

i/ 

.99  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths  form  Tuberculosis 
a.  Pulmonary 

11 

7 

18 

0.16  per  1,000  of  population 

b.  Non-Pulmonary 

1 

1 

2 

0.01  per  1,000  of  population 

20  0.17  per  1,000  of  population 
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Deaths  from  Epidemic  Diseases 


Scarlet  fever 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

1 

1 

Total  Zymotic  Deaths 

— 

2 

2 .017  per  1,000  of  population 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

127 

74 

201  1.79  per  1,000  of  population 

■ Population 

The  population  of  Gateshead  continues  its  decline,  which  is  largely 
b due  to  the  emigration  of  the  population  into  the  adjoining  area  of  Felling. 
1 Nevertheless,  the  density  of  the  population  per  acre  still  remains  high,  as 
b does  the  number  of  persons  per  inhabited  house. 

| Births 

The  birth  rate  of  17.4  per  thousand  of  population  is  slightly  higher 
j than  1955,  when  the  rate  was  16.9.  It  is  to  be  compared  with  a national 

i rate  of  15.7  in  1956. 

The  stillbirth  rate  of  30.8  per  1,000  total  births  is  only  a very  slight 

ii  improvement  on  the  previous  year. 

If 

The  illegitimate  births  formed  3.1  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  in  1956. 
l Deaths 

The  death  rate  of  11.4  is  to  be  compared  with  11.9  in  1955  and  a 
national  rate  of  1 1.7  in  1956. 

In  1956,  the  infantile  mortality  rate  of  28.7  per  1,000  live  births  is 

I the  same  as  that  in  1954,  and  is  the  lowest  rate  achieved.  It  must  be  com- 
pared with  23.8,  the  national  infantile  mortality  rate  in  1956. 

The  principal  causes  of  infantile  mortality  were  as  follows : — 


Pneumonia  . . . . . . 12 

Congenital  malformations  . . 10 

Premature  birth  . . . . . . 19 

Asphyxia  and  atelectasis  . . 7 

Other  causes  . . . . . . 8 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  gastro- 
enteritis in  1956,  as  this  was  probably  the  most  preventable  form  of 
infant  death. 

Maternal  mortality  was  low  in  contrast  to  the  previous  two  years. 
Only  2 deaths  occurred. 
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So  far  as  the  general  population  was  concerned  the  killing  diseases 
were : — 


Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  circulation  (heart  disease  386, 
vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  189,  other  circu- 


latory disease  64)  . . . . . . . . . . 639  (49.9%) 

Cancer  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  201  (15.7%) 

Pneumonia — other  respiratory  diseases  . . . . . . 164  (12.8%) 

Tuberculosis— all  forms  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Influenza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . . . . 9 

Nephritis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Diabetes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

meningococcal  infections  1 9 

acute  poliomyelitis  1 > . . 2 

measles  . . . . . . — J 

Suicide  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Motor  accidents  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

All  other  accidents  . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 


829  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years,  i.e. 
64.7  per  cent.  The  average  age  at  death  was  65.4,  as  compared  with  65.25 
years  in  1955. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
in  the  Borough. 

Deaths  from  epidemic  diseases  are  also  a very  low  figure. 

The  deaths  from  cancer,  totalling  201,  is  some  improvement  on  the 
figure  of  255  for  1955.  The  deaths  from  cancer  are  analysed  below,  with 
the  sites  of  the  disease. 


Age  Distribution 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0-15  years 

— 

— 

— 

15-25  years 

— 

— 

— 

25-45  years 

7 

2 

9 

45-65  years 

58 

25 

83 

65-75  years 

37 

31 

68 

75  years  and  over 

25 

16 

41 

127 

74 

201 

Site  of  the  Disease 
Larynx  . . 

1 

1 

Maxilla  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Lip 

— 

— 

— 

Tongue  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Mouth  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Throat  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Oesophagus 

4 

3 

7 

Stomach 

16 

13 

29 

Intestine  (small) 

1 

— 

1 

Caecum,  colon  . . 

14 

15 

29 

Rectum 

10 

6 

16 

Gall  Bladder 

— 

2 

2 

Liver 

' 2 

1 

3 

Pancreas . . 

7 

3 

10 

Peritoneum 

— 

— 

— 

Lungs,  bronchus 

40 

3 

43 

Mediastinum 

1 

— 

1 

13 


Breast 

Cervix  uteri 

Ovary 

Vulva 

Prostate 

Testes 

Kidney  . . 

Bladder 

Brain 

Other  and  unspecified 
sites 


11  11 

9 9 

— 22 

10  — 10 

2—2 
2—2 
5—5 
2—2 

7 5 12 


74  201 


COMPARABLE  STATISTICS  FOR  GATESHEAD 
AND  NEIGHBOURING  AUTHORITIES,  1956 

North- 


New-  Gates-  South  Sunder-  Tyne-  umber- 


castle 

head 

Shields 

land 

mouth 

land 

Durham 

Population 

Birth  Rate 

277,100 

111,900 

108,100 

182,000 

67,700 

459,800 

921,600 

(adjusted) 
Death  rate 

17.02 

16.5 

16.65 

19.25 

16.74 

16.51 

17.3 

(adjusted) 

Infantile 

13.49 

13.9 

13.33 

12.74 

12.66 

12.93 

13.6 

mortality  rate 
Neonatal 

24.63 

28.7 

20.67 

25.38 

20.9 

25.80 

27.5 

mortality  rate 
Maternal 

17.71 

22.0 

13.95 

16.83 

14.25 

19.62 

18.7 

mortality  rate 
Tuberculosis 

1.186 

0.99 

0.50 

0.52 

0.83 

0.65 

1.31 

death  rate 
Cancer 

0.148 

0.16 

0.167 

0.14 

0.11 

0.11 

0.11 

death  rate 

2.132 

1.80 

2.202 

2.05 

2.21 

1.94 

2.01 

F.  Ward  Statistics  (Based  on  Estimated  Ward  Population) 


Tuber- 

Respi- 

Infantile 

culosis 

Cancer 

ratory 

Estimated 

Birth 

Death  mortality 

death 

death 

deat 

Wards 

population 

rate 

rate 

rate 

rate 

rate 

rate 

North 

7,064 

28.1 

11.1 

40.2 

.14 

2.26 

2.40 

North  East 

4,835 

22.1 

11.1 

37.3 

.41 

1.44 

1.65 

North  West 

12.055 

21.1 

10.2 

15.6 

.33 

2.57 

.91 

Central 

9,609 

19.4 

11.8 

26.7 

.10 

1.56 

2.08 

East  Central 

7,829 

30.6 

13.2 

45.8 

.38 

1.53 

2.29 

South  Central 

10,844 

8.1 

12.9 

45.4 

.09 

1.93 

1.10 

West  Central 

9,408 

15.3 

10.7 

13.8 

.10 

1.06 

1.16 

East 

15,378 

17.3 

10.0 

18.7 

.13 

2.08 

1.36 

South 

19.269 

14.9 

10.1 

34.6 

.10 

1.71 

1.29 

West 

15,609 

11.2 

13.7 

17.1 

.19 

1.53 

1.34 

Total 

1 1 1 ,900 

17.4 

11.4 

28.7 

.17 

1.79 

1.46 
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G.  Statistical  Rates  for  the  last  Ten  Years 


1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

Population 

111900 

113200 

113610 

113500 

114600 

114700 

115500 

114910 

115100, 

Births — 
Uncorrected 
number 

2354 

2244 

2291 

2353 

2224 

2392 

2338 

2330 

2514 

Net  number 

1951 

1916 

1951 

2033 

1993 

2185 

2117 

2265 

2439 

Birth  rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

17.4 

16.9 

17.1 

17.9 

17.3 

19.0 

18.3 

19.7 

21.1 

Deaths — 
Registered 

1395 

1497 

- 

1449 

1372 

1402 

1554 

1502 

1497 

1270 

Crude  rate 

12.4 

13.2 

12.7 

12.0 

12.2 

13.5 

13.0 

13.0 

11.0 

Transfer,  out 

245 

254 

230 

181 

195 

182 

188 

159 

66 

Transfer,  in 

130 

105 

129 

109 

143 

148 

144 

106 

112 

Net  number 

1280 

1348 

1348 

1300 

1350 

1520 

1458 

1444 

1316 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

11.4 

11.9 

11.8 

11.4 

11.7 

13.2 

12.6 

12.5 

11.4 

Infantile 
mortality — 
Deaths 

56 

59 

56 

67 

82 

96 

101 

110 

96 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
live  births 

28.7 

30.7 

28.7 

32.9 

41.1 

43.9 

47.7 

48.0 

39.0 

Maternal  death 
rate  per  1,000 
total  births 

.99 

2.01 

2.49 

0.47 

Nil 

1.34 

0.46 

Nil 

0.08 

Tuberculosis 
death  rate 

.17 

0.22 

0.36 

0.27 

0.42 

0.5 

0.64 

0.87 

1.01 

Zymotic 
death  rate 

0.017 

0.026 

0.017 

0.02 

0.02 

0.06 

0.17 

0.17 

0.14 

Cancer 
death  rate 

1.79 

2.25 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

1.79 

1.93 

1.89 

1.7 

County  Borough  of  Gateshead 
BIRTH  RATES  per  1,000  population 


1871  - 1956 

AVERAGE  BIRTH  RATES 


1871-1880 

45.3 

a 


Sate  per 

1,000 


<881-1890  1891-1900 

38-6  36.0 


1901-1910 

34.8 


1911-1920 

28.7 


1921-1930 

24.0 


1931-1940 

18.1 


1941-1950 

20.1 


ENGLAND  & WALES 


1940 


1950 


I960 


County  Borough  of  Gateshead 
DEATH  RATES  per  1,000  population 

(at  all  ages  and  from  all  causes) 

1871  - 1956 


1871-1880 

26.1 


1881-1890 

21.3 


1891-1900 

19.4 


AVERAGE  DEATH  RATES 


1901-1910 

17.4 


1911-1920 

16.9 


1921-1930 

13.7 


1931-1940 

13.1 


Kale  per 

1,000 


1941-1950 

13.1 


GATESHEAD 


ENGLAND  * WALES 
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PART  11 

HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA 

No  great  change  occurred  in  the  hospital  provision  for  the  area  except 
that  through  some  re-adjustment  of  the  purposes  of  the  hospitals  in  the 
group  extra  facilities  could  be  provided  for  the  people  in  the  most  urgent 
need  of  these  facilities. 

The  decline  in  the  infectious  diseases  and  the  decline  of  tuberculosis, 
coupled  with  the  lessened  demand  for  children’s  beds  has  freed  some  of 
the  accommodation  in  the  hospital  group  for  other  purposes.  Plans  were 
; afoot  to  use  the  Gateshead  Children’s  Hospital  for  maternity  purposes, 
( having  regard  to  the  availability  of  the  out-patient  department  as  a 
permanent  antenatal  clinic. 

At  Sheriff  Hill  Hospital,  in  Ward  V,  hitherto  a convalescent  fever 
ward,  there  have  been  introduced  male  tuberculosis  cases,  who  will  fill  half 
the  ward  block.  This  means  that  of  the  six  wards  at  Sheriff  Hill  Hospital, 
no  less  than  two  and  a half  blocks  are  given  over  to  the  treatment  of 
tuberculosis,  either  of  the  lungs  or  of  the  bones  and  joints. 

The  Gateshead  Children’s  Hospital,  formerly  a voluntary  hospital 
staffed  by  certain  of  the  local  family  practitioners,  is  apparently  going  to 
provide  improved  accommodation  for  obstetrics  and  free  two  wards  at 
Bensham  Hospital  for  use  for  other  purposes,  possibly  the  treatment  of 
children  and  of  defects  of  the  throat  and  nose. 

Whinney  House,  too,  for  long  the  principal  tuberculosis  hospital  in 
the  group,  is  to  be  given  up  for  the  reception  of  geriatric  cases  from  the 
area  of  the  Borough  and  the  adjoining  county.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  be 
a very  useful  additional  provision  to  the  much  reduced  facilities  which 
have  hitherto  been  available.  The  Local  Authority,  which  owned  the 
former  schools  blocks  at  Bensham  Hospital,  now  in  use  as  accommodation 
for  mentally  defective  persons,  has  asked  that  this  should  be  returned  to 
the  Local  Authority  as  soon  as  possible,  with  a view  to  supplementing 
the  Part  III  accommodation  at  Fountain  View. 

In  1955,  the  Minister  of  Health  promised  that  the  Dunston  Hill 
Ministry  of  Pensions  Hospital  would  be  added  to  the  Gateshead  Group  of 
Hospitals  as  a contribution  to  the  pressing  needs  for  geriatric  accommoda- 
tion. In  actual  practice,  this  hospital  has  contributed  very  little  to  the 
local  quota  of  beds  for  geriatric  purposes,  but  the  position  is  so  desperate 
that  any  small  number  of  beds  is  not  to  be  frowned  at. 

So  far  the  arrangements  for  the  local  operation  of  the  various  func- 
tions provided  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  have  proceeded 
very  well  due  to  the  good  relationship  that  has  existed  between  the  officers 
of  the  Local  Authority  and  of  the  new  bodies  set  up  under  the  Act.  It  is 
doubtful,  however,  if  the  problems  which  are  peculiarly  local  receive 
full  attention  from  a regional  body  that  is  entirely  nominated  in  its 
membership. 
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A,  HOSPITAL  AND  SPECIALIST  SERVICES 

(Part  11  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946) 

1.  Hospital  Services 

The  following  lists  the  hospitals  used  for  Gateshead  residents  together 
with  the  number  of  admissions  in  1956,  where  this  is  known : — 


Hospital 

Gateshead 

admissions 

during 

1956 

Hospital  Management  Committee 

Bensham  General  Hospital 

2,378 

Gateshead  and  District 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital 

3,046 

do. 

Sheriff  Hill  I.D.  Hospital 

941 

do. 

Whickham  and  District  War  Memorial 

Hospital 

348 

do. 

Gateshead  Children’s  Hospital 

599 

do. 

Whinney  House  Hospital 

105 

do. 

Normans  Riding  Hospital 

176 

do. 

Dunston  Hill  Hospital 

. . ■ — ■ 

From  April,  1956 — figures  not 

Clinics:  Chest,  Gateshead 

available. 

Chest,  Whickham 

Newcastle  General  Hospital  . . 

412 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne 

Hospital  for  Sick  Children 
(Fleming  Memorial) 

194 

do. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital 
W.  J.  Sanderson  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
Walker  Gate  Hospital 
Town  Moor  I.D.  Hospital 
Royal  Victoria  Infirmary 


118  do. 

4 do. 

106  do. 

794  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  United 
Hospitals  Board  of  Governors 


Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital 
Mental  Hospitals  and  Institutions 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Stannington 
Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital 
Other  Hospitals 
Hexham  General  Hospital 
Wooley  Sanatorium 
Barrasford  Sanatorium 
Shotley  Bridge 
Poole  Sanatorium 
Stannington  Children’s  Sanatorium 
Holywood  Hall  Sanatorium  . . 
Seaham  Hall  Sanatorium 


31  do. 

303  St.  Mary’s 

8 Prudhoe  and  Monkton 

27  Hexham  and  District 

125  do. 

13  do. 

159  North  West  Durham 

— - Cleveland 

19  Wansbeck 

1 5 South  West  Durham 

12  Sunderland  Area 


2.  Bacteriology 

(Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  of  the 
Medical  Research  Council) 

As  foreshadowed  in  the  report  for  last  year,  the  public  health  labora- 
tory service  moved  to  the  new  pathological  institute  established  at  the 
Newcastle  General  Hospital.  This  transfer  occurred  in  mid-year.  At  the 
new  block,  which  is  of  three  storeys,  the  blood  transfusion  facilities  are 
grouped  in  the  ground  floor,  the  hospital  pathology  on  the  first  floor  and 
the  public  health  bacteriology  and  virology  on  the  second  floor.  Already, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Virologist,  Dr.  Beal,  was  beginning  to  add  his 
services  to  those  of  Doctors  Messer  and  Norton,  who  have  been  con- 
cerned with  the  bacteriological  examinations.  The  following  list  covers 
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; the  bacteriological  work  carried  out  in  1956  on  specimens  originating  in 
j Gateshead  : — 


(a)  Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Throat  swabs  for  organisms 
Nasal  swabs 

Sputa  for  tubercle  bacilli 

Other  specimens  for  tubercle  bacilli 

Blood  specimens  for  Widal  reactions 

Faeces  for  organisms 

Urine  for  organisms 

Eye  smears  for  gonococci 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  for  organisms 

Miscellaneous 


217 

2 


2,349 

43 

7 

1,725 

198 

2 


5 

38  . . 4,586 


(b)  Milk 

T.T.  Milk  

8 

Pasteurised  Milk 

100 

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk 

42 

Milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  for  inoculation  . . 

9 

School  Milk  Supply  . . 

84 

..  243 

(c)  Water  Supply 

• • • • 

11 

11 

(d)  Food 

Steak  and  kidney  pie 

• • • • 

1 

Farex 

• • 

1 

2 

(e)  Control  of  Venereal  Disease 
(1)  Blood  Wassermann  Tests: — 
(i)  Practitioners 

17 

(ii)  Antenatal  clinics 

1,673 

(iii)  V.D.  Clinics 

847 

(2)  Cerebro-spinal  fluid : — 

V.D.  Clinics 

11 

..  2,548 

Grand  total  . . . . 7,390 


3 . Blood  Transfusion  Service 

The  Regional  Headquarters  of  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service  is 
situated  in  the  pathological  institute  in  Newcastle  General  Hospital.  The 
usual  arrangements  are  going  on,  whereby  blood  is  collected  from  local 
volunteers  and  blood  banks  are  maintained  at  the  local  hospitals,  along 
with  supplies  of  plasma  for  transfusion  purposes.  Routine  blood  samples 
are  taken  at  the  Local  Authority  and  Hospital  antenatal  clinics  for  blood 
grouping  and  Rhesus  testing,  the  results  of  these  tests  being  notified  to  the 
patients  through  a system  of  coloured  cards.  Women  found  to  be  Rh. 
negative  are  re-examined  for  the  development  of  antibodies,  and,  where 
necessary,  a sample  of  the  husband’s  blood  is  obtained.  Where  there  is 
evidence  of  antibody  formation,  Rh  negative  expectant  mothers  are  ad- 
mitted to  hospital  for  their  confinement,  so  that  exchange  transfusion 
facilities  can  be  easily  provided  should  the  need  arise. 

B.  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HEALTH  SERVICES 

(Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946) 

1.  General  Remarks 

The  local  authority  duties  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  are  probably  just  as  important  in  the  achievement  of 
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the  National  Health  Service  ideal  as  the  much  more  expensive  hospital 
and  Executive  Council  Services.  They  are  certainly  much  cheaper,  be- 
cause of  the  preventive  ideal  which  animates  most  of  the  work.  During  the 
year,  the  practitioners  of  the  area  have  come  into  closer  relationship  with 
the  health  visitors,  but  it  would  be  idle  to  pretend  that  everything  is  now 
entirely  satisfactory.  Nevertheless,  a beginning  has  been  made  along  the 
lines  of  the  health  visitors  collaborating  with  some  of  the  practitioners  in 
achieving  the  routine  immunisation  of  children  in  the  first  year  of  life.  The 
collaboration  will  probably  extend  to  other  spheres  in  the  course  of  time. 
The  Part  III  Services  seem  to  have  become  more  or  less  stabilised  and 
are  running,  so  to  speak,  on  their  own  momentum. 


2.  Clinks  and  Welfare  Facilities  (as  at  31st  December,  1956) 


(1)  Greenesfield  Health  Centre 
School  Clinic 

Child  Welfare  Centre 
Ante  and  Post-Natal  Clinic 
Chest  Clinic 

Dental  Clinic 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Artificial  Sunlight  Treatment 

Immunisation  Clinic 


(2)  Gateshead  District  Nurses'  Home 
Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clinic 


(3)  Bensham  Methodist  Church  Hall 
Child  Welfare  Centre 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 

(4)  Low  Fell  Presbyterian  Church  Hall 
Child  Welfare  Centre 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 


9 a.m.-9.30  a.m.  daily 
4 p.m.  daily — except  Saturday. 

2 p.m. -4. 30  p.m.  Tuesday  and  Thu  sday 
2 p.m. -4. 30  p.m.  Wednesday. 

9 a.m. -5  p.m.  daily  (Saturday  open  until 
12  noon  only). 

9 a.m. -5  p.m.  daily  (by  appointment) 
Saturday  9 a.m.- 12  noon. 

Fortnightly  by  appointment  (orthopaedic 
treatment  daily  by  appointment). 
Tuesday  and  Saturday  mornings  by  ap- 
pointment (Orthoptic  treatment  daily  by 
appointment). 

Mondays  and  Thursdays  for  pre-school 
children.  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  for  school 
children,  2 p.m. -4  p.m. 

Tuesday  fortnightly,  2 p.m. -4  p.m.  (pre- 
school children). 

Saturday,  10  a.m. -12  noon  (school  child- 
ren) weekly. 


Tuesday,  2 p.m. -4. 30  p.m.  (District  Nurs- 
ing Association  cases  only). 


2 p.m. -4. 30  p.m.  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
(medical  sessions). 

2 p.m. -4  p.m.  Tuesday  (fortnightly). 


2 p.m. -4. 30  p.m.  Mondays  and  Wednes- 
days (medical  sessions). 

Monthly,  1st  Wednesday,  2 p.m. -4  p.m. 


(5)  Moore  Street  Methodist  Church  Hall 

Child  Welfare  Centre  . . . . 2 p.m. -4. 30  p.m.  Monday  (medical 

session). 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . Monthly,  last  Monday  2 p.m. -4  p.m. 


(6)  Wrekenton  Miners'  Welfare  Hall 

Child  Welfare  Centre  . . . . 2 p.m. -4. 30  p.m.  Monday 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . Monthly,  1st  Monday  2 p.m. -4  p.m. 


(7)  Victoria  Road  Methodist  Church  Hall 

Child  Welfare  Centre  . . . . 2 p.m. -4. 30  p.m.  Friday 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . Monthly,  1st  Friday,  2 p.m. -4  p.m. 
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(8)  Carr  Hill  Health  Centre 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic  . . . . 9 a.m.-lO  a.m.  daily 

Child  Welfare  Centre  . . . . Wednesday,  2 p.m.-4.30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . Monthly,  last  Wednesday,  2 p.m.-4  p.m. 

(9)  Lob  ley  Hill,  Beechwood  Gardens,  Methodist  Church  Hall 

Child  Welfare  Centre  . . . . Thursday,  2 p.m. -4. 30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . Monthly,  1st  Thursday,  2 p.m.-4  p.m. 

(10)  Old  Fold  Centre,  Old  Fold  Road 

Child  Welfare  Centre  . . . . Friday,  2 p.m. -4.30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . Monthly,  last  Friday  2 p.m. -4  p.m. 


2.  Local  Hospitals  serving  the  Area  (patients  seen  by  appointment) 


Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital 
Medicine 

Dr.  C.  N.  Armstrong 
Dr.  Ft.  A.  Dewar  . . 

Dr.  D.  W.  Ashby 

Diabetic  Clinic 
Medical  Registrar 

Surgery 

Mr.  George  Y.  Feggetter 
Mr.  J.  Henderson 
Mr.  T.  H.  Tweedy 

Gynaecology 
Mr.  D.  F.  Smith 
Gynaecological  Registrar 

Obstetrics 

Maternity  Bookings 

Orthopaedic 
Orthopaedic  Registrar 
(At  these  sessions  New  patients 
examined  and  x-ray  arranged  be- 
fore seeing  Mr.  Bremner) 

Mr.  A.  E.  Bremner 

Dermatology 
Dr.  T.  Parkin 

Psychological  Medicine 
Dr.  J.  J.  Justice 

Radiology 
Dr.  D.  Ramage 

Physical  Medicine 
Dr.  J.  R.  Horler 

Bensham  General  Hospital 
Medicine 
Dr.  D.  W.  Ashby 

Dermatology 
Dr.  T.  Parkin 


. . Tuesday  p.m. 

Friday  a.m. 

. . Tuesday  a.m. 


Monday  a.m. 


Tuesday  p.m. 

Monday,  Thursday  and  Friday  a.m. 
Wednesday  a.m. 


\ Thursday  p.m. 

/ 


Through  the  Almoner,  Queen  Elizabeth 
Hospital 

Females — Thursday  p.m. 

Males — Friday  p.m. 


Wednesday  a.m. 


Monday  and  Friday  p.m. 


Thursday  a.m. 


(Booked  through  Physiotherapist) 


Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  a.m. 


Thursday  a.m. 
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Whickham  Cottage  Hospital 
Surgery 

Mr.  J.  Henderson 
Mr.  T.  H.  Tweedy 

Orthopaedic 
Mr.  A.  E.  Bremner 

Children’s  Hospital 
Orthopaedic 
Mr.  A.  E.  Bremner 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Mr.  R.  G.  Chaytor 


Friday  p.m. 

Tuesday  a.m. 

Friday  p.m. 

Wednesday  a.m.  (alternate  weeks) 

Wednesday  a.m.  (adults) 

Friday  p.m.  (children) 


4.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

(Report  by  Dr.  M.  B.  Herbst) 

( a ) Births 

There  were  1,951  live  births  registered  during  1956.  Of  the  total  live 
births,  1,001  were  males  and  950  females.  This  represents  a birth  rate  of 
17.4  per  1,000  of  the  population,  showing  an  increase  of  .5  per  1,000  from 
1955.  62  births  (23  males  and  39  females)  or  3.1  per  cent,  were  illegitimate. 


Attended  by  live 

No.  of 
births 

No.  of 
still  births 

Doctors 

211 

4 

Midwives 

627 

17 

Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital 
—in  Wards 

25 

3 

Bensham  Hospital 

361 

10 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital  . . 

658 

28 

Craigielea  Nursing  Home  . . 

— 

— 

Other  Nursing  Homes 

69 

— 

In  all  of  the  doctors’  cases  a registered  midwife  was  in  attendance  as 
a maternity  nurse. 

Stillbirths 

There  were  62  stillbirths  during  the  year:  of  these  37  were  males  and 
25  females,  making  a stillbirth  rate  of  30.7. 

26  of  the  stillbirths  were  among  premature  babies. 

(b)  Infantile  Mortality 

There  were  56  deaths  among  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year,  giving 
an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  28.7,  which  is  two  less  than  last  year,  and 
repeats  the  low  record  of  1954.  The  neo-natal  death  rate  was  slightly 
higher  than  last  year;  43  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  month,  making 
a rate  of  22.0.  36  infants  died  during  their  first  week,  and  of  these  25  died 
during  the  first  24  hours. 

The  improvement  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  was  due  to  the  small 
number  of  infants  who  died  over  the  age  of  one  month;  there  were  13  in 
all.  Of  the  13,  7 died  from  pneumonia  and  other  chest  conditions,  one 


County  Borough  of  Gateshead 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  per  1,000  live  births 

1871  - 1956 


1880 
172 


1881-1890 

161 


1891-1900 

174 


AVERAGE  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES 


1901-1910 
149 


1911-1920 

127 


1921-1930 

96 


1931-1940 

81 


1941-1950 

59 


EE 
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from  epileptic  fits  and  one  from  anaemia.  The  other  four  all  died  from 
asphyxia,  3 of  these  cases  being  due  to  inhalation  of  vomit  and  one  to 
burying  his  face  in  his  pillow. 

Of  the  43  who  died  under  the  age  of  one  month,  19  were  due  to 
prematurity,  18  from  death  due  to  congenital  abnormalities  and  condi- 
tions incompatible  with  life,  five  were  due  to  pneumonia  and  one  to 
nephritis.  The  death  rate  from  pneumonia  and  other  chest  conditions  is 
still  much  too  high  in  Gateshead. 

Prematurity  remains  the  cause  of  the  largest  number  of  deaths  among 
young  infants.  The  infantile  and  neonatal  mortality  rates  in  the  various 
wards  of  the  borough  were  as  follows : — 


Infantile 

Neo-natal 

Mortality 

Mortality 

Rate 

Rate 

N.E. 

37.3 

28.0 

N.  .. 

40.2 

20.1 

N.W. 

15.6 

11.7 

C.  .. 

26.7 

21.3 

w.  .. 

17.1 

17.1 

E.C. 

45.8 

41.6 

W.C. 

13.8 

13.8 

s.  . . 

34.9 

27.6 

E.  . . 

18.7 

11.2 

S.C... 

45.4 

34.0 

So  far  as  ward  distribution  is  concerned,  the  east  central  ward  had 
the  highest  rate  and  the  south  central  was  again  the  next  highest.  The 
lowest  rate  was  in  the  west-central  ward. 

This  year,  only  22.6  per  cent,  of  the  babies  were  being  breast  fed 
at  four  months  old.  It  is  to  be  deplored  that  there  is  so  little  breast  feeding, 
as  the  breast  fed  infant  is  so  much  more  able  to  withstand  infection  than 
the  artificially  fed  infant. 

Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages 
under  1 Year  of  Age 

Total 

deaths  Total  deaths 


under 

under  1 

year 

Under 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4 

1-3  3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

me  of  death  1 week 

weeks  weeks 

weeks 

weeks  months  months  months 

months 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Certified 

34 

4 



4 

42 

6 5 



1 

31 

23 

54 

I Causes 

Uncertified 

1 

— 

— 

_ — . 

1 

1 — 

- — - 

— 

1 

1 

2 

eumonia 

2 

_ 

1 

3 

1 — 



. 

2 

2 

4 

nnchopneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 2 

— 

1 

3 

5 

8 

emorrhagic 

nephritis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

•ngenital  defects 

7 

2 

— 

1 

10 

— — 

— 

— 

4 

6 

10 

^maturity 

18 

1 

— 

— 

19 

— — 

— 

— 

14 

5 

19 

pital  defect 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

iaemia  (unspecified) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

jracranial  haem. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— , — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

emolytic  disease 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— — 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

phyxia  and 

atelectasis 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 3 

— 

— 

5 

2 

7 

35 

4 

____ 

4 

43 

7 5 

— 

1 

32 

24 

56 
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(c)  Child  Welfare  Clinics 


First  visits 

Revisits 

First  visits 

Revisits 

No.  of  of  children 

of  children 

of  children 

of  children 

Centre 

sessions  0-1 

years 

0-1  years  1-5  years 

1-5  years 

Greenesfield 

97 

242 

1,372 

134 

451 

Bensham 

97 

315 

2,930 

93 

1,406 

Moore  Street 

49 

187 

1,417 

73 

314 

Low  Fell 

99 

148 

1,781 

88 

776 

Victoria  Road  . . 

51 

160 

1,421 

47 

440 

Wrekenton 

49 

137 

768 

91 

385 

Lobley  Hill 

51 

75 

966 

44 

531 

Carr  Hill 

50 

192 

1,531 

79 

576 

Old  Fold 

51 

86 

598 

90 

231 

Totals 

594 

1,542 

12,784 

739 

5,110 

Average 

Infant 

Average  No. 

attendance  Examinations 

of  Consulta- 

No.  of 

at  Doctors'1 

by  medical 

tions  per 

Centres 

attendances 

Sessions 

officer 

Session 

Greenesfield  . . 

2,199 

22.6 

747 

7.78 

Bensham 

4,738 

48.9 

1,351 

13.9 

Moore  Street 

1,991 

40.6 

549 

11.0 

Low  Fell 

2,793 

28.2 

978 

9.9 

Victoria  Road 

2,068 

40.5 

547 

10.7 

Wrekenton 

1,381 

28.2 

392 

8.0 

Lobley  Hill  . . 

1,616 

31.6 

459 

9.0 

Carr  Hill 

2,378 

47.56 

523 

10.6 

Old  Fold 

1,005 

19.75 

322 

6.3 

Totals 20,169  33.9  5,858  9.8 


Treatment 

During  the  year  149  children  were  referred  to  the  minor  ailments' 
clinic,  and  made  427  attendances. 

The  conditions  treated  were  as  follows : — 


Ringworm — Head  . . 1 

Body..  ..  — 

Scabies  . . . . . . 3 

Impetigo  . . . . 16 

Septic  sores  . . . . 11 

Eczema  and  dermatitis  . . 2 

Other  skin  conditions  . . 37 

Eye  defects  . . . . 10 

Ear  defects . . . . . . 6 

Other  defects  . . . . 62 


102  children  were  referred  to  the  refraction  clinic;  the  following  are 
the  particulars : — 

No.  of  appointments  made  . . . . 102 

No.  of  appointments  kept  . . . . . . 93 

No.  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  79 
No.  who  obtained  spectacles  . . . . 79 
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( d ) Nursery  Schools 

Prior  Street  and  Brighton  Avenue  Nursery  classes  continued  to  care 
for  about  60  children  between  the  ages  of  2 and  5 years.  Another  20 
children  were  accommodated  in  the  Bensham  Settlement.  The  Bensham 
Nursery  School  has  not  yet  been  rebuilt. 

Priority  admission  was  given  to  children  whose  mothers  were  em- 
ployed or  in  ill-health. 

A health  visitor  makes  weekly  visits  to  treat  minor  ailments,  and  one 
of  the  school  medical  officers  makes  regular  visits  to  examine  the  children 
c medically. 

(e)  Day  Nurseries 

All  four  nurseries  were  open  until  mid  May,  when  Old  Fold  Nursery 
i was  closed;  the  attendance  had  been  very  poor  and  the  remaining  children 
were  sent  to  Holy  Trinity  where  the  extension,  which  had  been  closed  for 
some  time,  was  re-opened  to  receive  them.  Holy  Trinity  Nursery  can  now 
cater  for  1 16  children. 

The  children  in  the  nurseries  were  examined  medically  and  dentally 
; during  the  year. 

The  following  infectious  diseases  occurred  among  the  nursery 
l:  children  during  the  year : — 


Holy 

Trinity 

South  Close 

Victoria 

Total 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Measles 

— 

— 

16 

16 

Mumps 

6 

— 

2 

8 

Chickenpox  . . 

— 

— 

10 

10 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

30 

31 

German  measles 

10 

17 

10 

37 

’ Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulations  Act , 1948 

The  Beth  Midrash  Lemoroth  Nursery  for  Jewish  children  has  con- 
i tinued  throughout  the  year  at  61,  Rectory  Road.  It  has  places  for  20 
children  and  has  been  fully  occupied  throughout  the  year.  When  visited 
the  children  in  this  nursery  appeared  to  be  happy  and  well  cared  for. 

; (/)  Milk  and  Other  Foods  sold  during  1956 

This  department  has  worked  very  smoothly  during  the  year.  It  has 
been  necessary  to  have  some  assistance  from  members  of  the  Women’s 
i Voluntary  Services  at  some  of  the  centres.  Our  most  grateful  thanks  must 
: be  put  on  record  to  these  ladies  for  their  valuable  work  in  this  connection. 
f Assistance  has  been  given  at  Greenesfield  Health  Centre  throughout  the 
* year  on  Mondays  and  Fridays  and  on  odd  occasions  at  other  centres. 

During  the  year  the  following  amounts  of  National  Dried  Milk  and 
i Vitamin  foods  were  supplied : — 

118,934  tins  of  National  Dried  Milk 
13,813  bottles  of  Cod  Liver  Oil 
5,852  packets  of  Vitamin  tablets 
73,829  bottles  of  orange  juice 
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A total  of  £5,093  17s.  Hd.  was  taken  in  stamps  for  National  Dried 
Milk,  2,009  tins  were  issued  free,  and  494  tins  were  sold  at  4/-  a tin  to  • 
mothers  who  wished  to  purchase  more  than  the  Ministry  allowed  at  the 
subsidised  price,  the  total  amount  taken  being  £5,192  13s.  l^d. 

£1,491  2s.  6d.  was  taken  for  orange  jouice.  2,428  bottles  of  orange  juice 
were  issued  free. 

The  following  amounts  of  milk  and  other  foods  were  sold  during 
1956: — 10,340  packets  of  Dried  Milk,  3,192  half  pounds  of  Virol,  236  jars 
of  Malt  and  Oil,  219  jars  of  Malt  and  Iron,  2,568  tins  of  Ovaltine,  207 
jars  of  Vimaltol,  224  packets  of  Groats,  60  tins  of  Barley,  208  packets  of 
Robrex,  397  packets  of  Scotts  Baby  Cereal,  401  packets  of  Weaning  Foods, 
5,412  bottles  of  Adexolin,  472  packets  of  Trufood  Cereal,  1,071  packets  of 
Farex,  1,253  tins  of  Robsoup,  641  bottles  of  Minadex,  181  jars  of  Numol 
and  4,631  bottles  of  Rose  Hip  Syrup. 

Receipts  amounted  to  £3,238  4s.  10d.,  against  a cost  of  £3,091  0s.  9Jd. 
(g)  Care  of  Premature  Infants 

During  the  year,  183  premature  infants  were  born  to  Gateshead 
mothers.  157  were  born  alive.  The  particulars  of  these  were  as  follows: — 


Place  of  birth 

No.  of 
live 
births 

Deaths 

under 

24  hours 

Deaths 

under 

28  days 

Alive 

At  home 

46 

6 

3 

37 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital 

72 

3 

7 

62 

Bensham  Hospital  . . 

32 

4 

4 

24 

Other  Hospitals 

7 

— 

— 

7 

157 

13 

14 

130 

Of  the  55  premature  infants  who  were  born  at  home,  46  were  born 
alive  and  9 were  still  born.  The  following  are  the  particulars  of  those  who 
were  born  alive : — 


Weight  at  birth 

Total 

Died 

under 

24  hours 

Died 

under 

28  days 

Alive 

3 lbs.  4 ozs.  or  less 

1000  gms. -1500  gms 

5 

2 

1 

2 

Over  3 lbs.  up  to  and  including 

4 lbs.  6 ozs. 

Over  1500  gms.-2Q00  gms.  . . 

7 

1 

1 

5 

Over  4 lbs.  6 ozs.  up  to  and  in- 
cluding 4 lbs.  15  ozs.  . . 

Over  2000  gms. -2250  gms. 

5 

1 



4 

Over  4 lbs.  15  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  5 lbs.  8 ozs. 

Over  2250  gms. -2500  gms. 

29 

2 

1 

26 

Totals 

46 

6 

3 

37 

25 


The  whole-time  premature  baby  nurse  paid  1,545  visits  during  the 
year,  and  the  part-time  nurses  paid  451  visits,  making  in  all  1,996  visits. 
This  service  has  been  a means  of  saving  the  lives  of  some  of  the  small 
infants,  and  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  mothers. 

Cots,  blankets,  hot  water  bottles,  etc.,  were  lent  to  the  parents  on 
r 16  occasions. 

I (h)  Care  of  Illegitimate  Children 

There  were  62  illegitimate  live  births  in  the  Borough  in  1956,  23  males 
£ and  39  females. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  particulars  of  these : — 


L iving 
with 
mother 
or  near 
rela- 
tive 

left 

the 

district 
or  not 
traced 

In 

resid- 
ential 
nurs- 
ery Died 

Children  living  with 
mother  or  near  relative 

Total 
No.  of 
child- 
ren 

Child 

adopt- 

ed 

Board- 
ed out 

Children 
well  cared 
for  in 
good  home 

Home 
conditions 
poor  but 
child  thriving 

62 

39 

6 

16 

— 

— 1 

38 

1 

There  is  one  voluntary  organisation  for  rescue  and  moral  welfare  in 
) Gateshead,  the  St.  Faith’s  Home,  in  which  expectant  mothers  are  received 
1 from  Gateshead,  and  from  various  parts  of  the  country.  3 girls  were  paid 
1 for  by  the  local  authority. 

Arrangements  are  also  made  through  the  Health  Department  for 
i girls  to  be  received  into  homes  out  of  the  town  and  payment  is  made  for 
d them  by  the  Local  Authority.  Under  these  arrangements  one  girl  was  paid 
I for  at  each  of  the  following  homes : — 

Elswick  Lodge,  Newcastle,  Brettagh  Holt,  Kendal, 

St.  Joseph’s  Mother  and  Baby  Home,  Grayshott,  Berks., 

St.  Monica’s  Home,  Harrogate. 

The  mothers  accommodated  at  St.  Faith’s  Home  attend  the  hospital 
ante-natal  clinic,  and  arrangements  are  made  for  them  to  be  confined  in 
hospital. 

In  Gateshead,  a large  proportion  of  the  illegitimate  children  remain  at 
home,  and  are  looked  after  by  their  mothers  or  relatives. 

(/)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

There  were  no  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified  during  1956. 
( j)  Ultra-Violet  Ray  Therapy 

39  new  cases  and  35  old  cases  attended  the  clinic  for  treatment  and 
made  322  attendances.  They  were  treated  for  the  following  defects : — 

Rickets  Anorexia 

Anaemia  Adenitis 

Debility  and  not  gaining  weight  Nasal  catarrh 

Subnormal  nutrition  Urticaria 

Bronchitis 
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18  completed  the  treatment  and  were  improved. 

(k)  Hospital  Treatment  for  Ailing  Children 

Such  children  belonging  to  the  Borough  are  usually  referred  to  the 
following  hospitals : — 

The  Children’s  Hospital,  Gateshead. 

The  Children’s  Department  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle. 
The  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Gateshead. 

The  Fleming  Memorial  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  hospitals  to  forward  to  the  Health  Department 
a copy  of  the  discharge  letter  sent  to  the  patient’s  own  doctor. 

(/)  Exceptional  Children 

The  following  list  of  special  cases  among  children  under  5 years 
receive  extra  attention  from  the  health  visitors,  who  see  that  treatment 
is  obtained  where  necessary. 


At  the  age  of  two  years,  the  names  of  the  children  among  these  cases 
who  are  likely  to  require  special  educational  facilities  are  passed  on  to  the 
school  medical  service,  so  that  suitable  arrangements  can  be  made  as 
early  as  possible. 


Congenital  defects  . . 

..  42 

Orthopaedic  cases  . . 

..  116 

Deaf  or  Deaf  and  Dumb  . . 

..  5 

Speech  defects 

. . 15 

Hare  lip  or  cleft  palate 

..  13 

Mentally  retarded  . . 

. . 37 

Eye  defects  . . 

..  130 

Miscellaneous 

..  Ill 

469 

The  congenital  defects  comprised : — 

Imperforate  anus 
Spina  bifida 
Hypospadias 
Achondroplasia 
Congenital  heart  disease 
Oesophageal  atresia 
Defective  hands  or  feet 
Minor  defects 
Exomphalos 
Meningocele 

Orthopaedic  Cases 
T.B.  elbow 
Talipes 
Osteitis  tibia 
Spastic 

Deformity  of  leg 
Deformity  of  feet  or  hands . . 

Genu  valgum 
Genu  varum 
Flat  feet 
Wasting  arm 

Birth  injury  to  clavicle  or  humerus 
Congenital  dislocation  of  hip 
Torticollis 


3 

4 

5 
1 

15 

1 

6 
3 
2 
2 


1 

25 

1 

3 
1 
8 

19 

14 

11 

1 

4 

5 

6 


Infantile  paralysis  sequelae  . . 10 

Perthe’s  Disease  . . . . . . l 

Facial  paralysis  . . . . . . 1 

Deformed  spine  . . . . . . 2 

Hemiplegia  . . . . . . . . 1 

Walking  badly  . . . . . . 2 

Mentally  retarded 

Mongols  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Epilepsy  5 

Backward  . . . . . . . . 17 

Cerebral  palsy  . . . . . . 2 


Miscellaneous 

Tuberculosis  lungs  ..  ..  10 

Tuberculosis  spine  . . . . . . 1 

Meningocele  . . . . . . . . 1 

Sequelae  of  T.B.  Meningitis  . . 2 

Hydrocele  . . . . . . . . 4 

Asthma  . . . . . . . . 2 

Bronchiectasis  . . . . . . 2 

Exomphalos  . . . . . . . . 1 

Hydronephrosis  . . . . . . 1 

Coeliac  disease  . . . . . . 2 

Eczema  . . . . . . 17 

Delicate  . . . . . . . . 5 

Osteitis  . . . . . . . . 2 

Fractured  skull  . . . . . . 1 

Naevus  . . . . . . 1 

Cyst  under  tongue  . . . . . . 1 

Fits  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cyst  neck  . . . . . . . . 1 

Removal  left  kidney  . . . . 1 

Hernia  . . . . . . . . 28 

Diseased  kidneys  . . . . . . 2 

Imperforate  anus  . . . . . . 1 

Pink  disease  . . . . . . 2 

Spina  bifida  . . . . . . . . 2 

Minor  defects  . . . . . . 19 

Atelectasis  . . . . . . . . 1 

Eye  Defects 

Strabismus  . . . . . . . . 106 

Ptosis  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Congenital  cataracts  (1  blind)  . . 6 

Blocked  lachrymal  duct  . . . . 6 

One  eye  enucleated  . . . . 2 

Glaucoma  . . . . . . . . 1 

Retrolental  fibroplasia  (blind)  . . 2 

Keratitis  . . . . . . . . 2 

Other  defects  . . . . . . 3 


Midwifery  Service 

(a)  Midwives 

53  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  midwifery 
Borough.  They  were  distributed  as  follows : — 


Municipal  mid  wives. . ..  ..  13 

District  Nurses’  Home  . . . . 8 

Private  . . . . . . • • 3 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital  . . . . 13 

Bensham  Hospital  . . . . , • 16 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  Supervisor  of  Mid- 
wives, Mrs.  M.  A.  Bolam: — 


Routine  visits  to  midwives  . . . . 63 

Special  visits  to  midwives  . . . . 35 

Visits  to  stillbirths  . . . . . . 59 

Nursings  and  deliveries  supervised  . . 12 

Visits  to  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  — 
Visits  to  premature  babies  . . . . 212 

Special  visits  . . . . . . . . 227 

Unsuccessful  visits  . . . . . . 93 

Routine  interviews  with  midwives  . . 449 
Attendances  at  ante-natal  clinics  . . 44 

Visits  to  puerperal  pyrexia  . . . . 17 

Visits  to  neo-natal  deaths  . . . . 44 


At  the  routine  visits  paid  to  the  domiciliary  midwives,  inspections 
were  made  of  their  register  of  cases,  temperature  charts,  ante-natal 
records,  bags  and  appliances. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  10  full-time  midwives  on  the  staff 
and  one  premature  baby  nurse.  At  the  District  Nurses’  Home  there  were 
one  Superintendent  (part-time)  and  5 midwives. 

( b ) Ante-natal  care 

Summary  of  Work  at  Clinics 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  attendances  at  the  various  clinics : — 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Total 

Average 

Centre 

sessions 

1st  visits 

revisits 

attendances 

per  session 

Greenesfield 

50 

134 

333 

467 

9.3 

District  Nurses’  Home 

47 

48 

224 

272 

5.8 

Totals 

97 

182 

557 

739 

7.6 

. Blood  was  taken  for  routine  Wassermann  and  Rhesus  Test  at  the 
municipal  clinics  and  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital  Clinic.  In  all, 
1,332  specimens  were  tested  and  there  were  no  positive  cases. 

During  the  year  all  the  mothers  were  invited  to  have  their  chest 
x-rayed  as  a routine  on  their  first  visit  to  the  ante-natal  clinic. 

(c)  Maternal  Welfare 

There  were  two  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy  during  the  year : — 


No. 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

1 

32 

I a. 

II 

Post-partum  haemorrhage. 
Intra-partum,  intra  uterine  infection. 
Normal  delivery. 

2 

39 

I a. 

b. 

c. 

Shock. 

Acute  pontine  haemorrhage. 
Placenta  Praevia. 

(d)  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  cases  notified  under  the  Regula- 
tions:— 
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Case 

No. 

1 

2 

3 

Attendance 

Midwife 

Hospital 

Doctor 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

No 

No 

End 

Result 

Cured 

Cured 

Cured 

4 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

5 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

6 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

7 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

8 

9 

Hospital 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

Cured 

10 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

11 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

12 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

13 

Doctor 

— 

Cured 

14 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

15 

Midwife 

— 

Cured 

16 

Midwife 

— 

Cured 

17 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

18 

Doctor 

— 

Cured 

19 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

20 

21 

Hospital 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

Cured 

22 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

23 

Hospital 

— 

Cured 

Remarks 

Temperature  for  one  day. 

Induced  labour:  Pyrexia  5th  day. 
Partially  retained  placenta.  Pyrexia  2nd 
day. 

Premature  delivery : Pyrexia  5th  day.  Mas- 
titis. 

Normal  delivery:  Pyrexia  5th  day.  Urin- 
ary Infection. 

Normal  delivery  :Pyrexia  2nd  day.  Res- 
piratory infection. 

Normal  delivery : Pyrexia  3rd  day.  No 
apparent  cause. 

Retained  products  :Pyrexia  9th  day. 
Caesarean  section :Pyrexia  2nd-5th  days: 
wound  infection. 

Normal  delivery : Pyrexia  2nd  and  3rd 
days.  No  apparent  cause. 

Surgical  induction  :breech  presentation, 
with  toxaemia.  Pyrexia  2nd  day.  Urinary 
Infection. 

Full  term:  Toxaemia:  Anaemia.  Blood 
transfusion. 

Normal  delivery:  Pyrexia  10th  day. 
Mastitis. 

Normal  delivery:  lacerated  perineum, 
sutured.  Pyrexia  8th  day.  Urinary  infec- 
tion. 

Normal  delivery:  Pyrexia  8th  day. 
Mastitis. 

Normal  delivery : Pyrexia  7th  day.  Mas- 
titis. 

Breech  presentation  with  fibroids.  Py- 
rexia 2nd  day  due  to  red  degeneration  of 
fibroids.  Myomectomy. 

Adherent  placenta:  Manual  removal  of 
placenta.  Pyrexia  6th  day. 

Placenta  praevia:  Caesarean  Section. 
Pyrexia  3rd  day:  Urinary  infection. 
Normal  delivery:  Pyrexia  due  to  Mastitis. 
Normal  delivery:  Pyrexia  8th  day  due  to 
Mastitis. 

Normal  delivery:  Pyrexia  2nd  day— 
Mastitis. 

Prolonged  labour,  normal  delivery,  Py- 
rexia 2nd  day,  Urinary  infection. 


(e)  Emergency  Cases 

In  25  cases,  where  a doctor  was  not  previously  engaged,  niedcal  aid 
was  called  by  the  midwife  for  the  mother,  infant  or  both. 
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In  18  cases,  the  medical  aid  was  for  the  mother  for  the  following^ 
emergencies : — 


Doctors  called  by 


Municipal 

D.NA. 

Other 

midwives 

midwives 

midwives 

Lacerated  perineum 

5 

5 



Prolonged  labour 

— 

1 

— 

Malpresentation 

1 

— 

— 

Post-partum  haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

Toxaemia 

3 

— 

— 

Pyrexia 

— 

1 

— 

Miscarriage 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

10 

8 

— 

instances  the  medical  aid  was  for  the  infant : — 

Municipal 

D.NA. 

Other 

midwives 

midwives 

midwives 

Septic  spot  eye 

— 

1 

— 

Dangerous  feebleness 

2 

— 

— 

Skin  conditions 

— 

2 

— 

Deformity  of  arms 

— 

1 

— 

Imperforate  anus 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

4 

— 

(f)  Hospital  Accommodation  for  Maternity  Cases 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Gateshead  cases  admitted  to  the 
Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital  during  the  year: — 

Live  births  . . . . 25 
Still  births  . . . . 3 

There  were  371  births  to  Gateshead  mothers  in  the  Bensham  General 
Hospital,  and  686  births  in  the  maternity  unit  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth 
Hospital. 

(g)  Nursing  Home 

A nursing  home,  situated  at  Craigielea,  Low  Fell,  is  registered  to  take 
8 maternity  caes.  As  the  matron  does  not  wish  to  continue  the  midwifery 
side  of  this  home  there  was  only  one  case  admitted  during  the  year. 

(i h ) Consultant  Aid for  Emergency  Cases 

During  1956,  the  emergency  team  provided  by  the  Hospital  Boards 
was  called  out  on  one  occasion. 

(/)  Midwifery  Outfits 

Midwifery  outfits  containing  clothing  and  bed-linen  necessary  for 
both  mother  and  infant  are  available  at  the  ante-natal  clinic.  One  outfit 
was  borrowed  during  the  year. 
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(j)  Municipal  Midwifery  Scheme  ( Midwives'  Act , 1936) 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  municipal 
: midwives: — F 


No.  of  Cases 


Midwife 

Attended  as  Attended  as 

midwife  mat.  nurse 

No.  of 
morning 
visits 

No.  of 
evening 
visits 

Ante- 

natal 

visits 

1 

30 

3 

611 

104 

370 

2 

35 

18 

655 

146 

299 

3 

46 

21 

747 

177 

310 

4 

42 

6 

857 

153 

335 

5 

27 

45 

756 

174 

397 

6 

28 

7 

767 

149 

141 

7 

45 

4 

645 

156 

159 

8 

54 

2 

704 

153 

324 

9 

25 

2 

468 

111 

264 

10 

31 

13 

570 

132 

317 

11 

25 

■ — - 

755 

97 

362 

: !2 

14 

1 

272 

44 

137 

: 3 

19 

1 

255 

66 

80 

> 14 

13 

1 

249 

47 

137 

: 15 

14 

— 

223 

62 

40 

J 16 

14 

2 

196 

41 

135 

1 Totals 

462 

126 

8,730 

1,812 

3,807 

Gas  and  air  analgesia  was  administered  to  146  mothers  by  the  munici- 
q pal  midwives,  and  1 1 mo1  hers  by  the  district  nurse  midwives. 

Trilene  was  administered  to  158  mothers  by  the  municipal  midwives 
£ and  to  187  mothers  by  the  district  nurse  midwives. 

The  district  nurse  midwives  are  not  booked  individually,  but  take 
[j  the  cases  in  turn.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  them: — 
No.  of  Cases 


Attended  as 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Attended  as  maternity 

morning 

evening 

Ante-natal 

midwife  nurse 

visits 

visits 

visits 

158  88 

3,771 

1,075 

2,562 

The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  above  cases : 

No.  of 

Live 

Still- 

Mis-  Sent  to 

Maternal 

cases 

births 

births  carriages  hospital 

deaths 

Municipal  midwives  588 

564 

10 

— 

14 

— 

District  Nurse  midwives  246 

236 

5 

2 

3 

— 

Totals  834 

800 

15 

2 

17 

— 

There  were  6 cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  among  the  above. 

In  25  cases,  where  a doctor  was  not  previously  engaged,  medical  aid 
was  called  by  the  municipal  midwives  or  district  nurse  midwives,  for  the 
mother,  infant  or  both. 
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(k)  Post-Natal  Clinic 

The  clinic  is  held  at  the  Greenesfield  Health  Centre,  in  conjunction 
with  the  ante-natal  clinic  on  Wednesday  afternoons. 

During  the  year  24  mothers  attended  for  the  first  time,  and  made  a 
total  of  25  attendances. 

District  Nursing  Association  (. Post-Natal  Clinic ) 

A post-natal  clinic  is  also  held  at  the  District  Nurses’  Home  in 
conjunction  with  the  ante-natal  clinic  on  Tuesday  afternoons.  During  the 
year  15  mothers  attended. 

5.  Health  Visitors 

The  establishment  for  health  visitors  is  a superintendent  and  20  others 
all  the  personnel  acting  as  school  nurses  in  their  district  as  well  as  health 
visitors.  This  is  an  increase  of  one  on  the  establishment  of  the  previous 
year,  and  obtained  by  replacing  the  open  air  school  nurse,  who  retired, 
by  a fully  qualified  health  visitor’s  post. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only  16  district  health  visitors,  i.e. 
4 short  of  the  establishment.  During  1956  this  paper  strength  of  the  staff 
was  greatly  depleted  by  the  prolonged  illness  and  disability  of  three 
members  of  the  staff  and  also  by  the  absence  of  one  called  up  for  service 
in  Cyprus.  This  means  that  during  parts  of  the  year  there  were  only  12 
health  visitors  available.  The  only  way  in  which  this  depleted  staff  can  be 
brought  up  to  standard,  it  seems,  is  by  recruiting  our  own  student  health 
visitors,  but  during  1956  we  had  not  even  one  student  in  training. 

This  difficulty  with  the  supply  of  health  visitors  seems  to  be  progres- 
sive. In  spite  of  every  encouragement  it  is  not  possible  to  get  trained 
nurses  to  take  up  this  work,  which,  one  gathers,  leads  to  their  receiving  a 
smaller  salary  than  they  would  have  reached  had  they  stayed  in  hospital 
as  ward  sisters.  In  other  words,  the  remuneration  and  conditions  of 
service  are  very  much  related  to  the  difficulty  which  faces  this  and  many 
other  local  authorities. 

I give  below  a summary  of  the  home  visits  done  by  the  health  visitors 
and  would  point  out  that  even  in  spite  of  depletion  in  number  the  health 
visitors  managed  to  put  in  31,224  visits,  as  opposed  to  36,437  in  the 
previous  year. 


Summary  of  Home  Visits 


Infants 

Born  at  full  term  . . 1,725 
Prematurely  . . 144 


Visits  to  Infants  under  1 year 

First  visit  after  notification 
No.  of  revisits 
Visits  to  children  1-2  years 
Visits  to  children  2-5  years 


At  four  months 

Breast  fed  . . . . 394  (22.6%) 

Partially  breast  fed  143  (8.2%) 
Artificially  fed  . . 1,205  (69.2%) 


. . 2,030 
. . 8,118 
. . 3,116 
. . 10,493 
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Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers 

First  visits 670 

No.  of  revisits  . . . . . . . . 365 

Miscellaneous  Visits  Total 

Measles  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  218 

Diarrhoea  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Whooping  cough 316 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . 66 

Scabies  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Scarlet  fever  . . . . . . . . — 

Meningitis  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . 903 

Poliomyelitis  . . . . . . . . — 

Mumps  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Special  cases,  including  old  people  . . 290 

Ineffective  visits  . . . . . . . . 4,596 


The  total  number  of  visits  by  health  visitors  during  the  year  was 
\ 31,224. 


6.  Home  Nursing 
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With  the  exception  of  a very  small  outlying  part  of  the  Borough 
the  home  nursing  of  patients  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion from  the  Nurses’  Hostel  at  Coatsworth  Road.  This  service,  at  the  end 
of  1956,  embraced  the  following  members  of  the  staff: — one  superintend- 
ent, one  assistant  superintendent,  4 mid  wives,  2 pupil  midwives,  12  Queens 
Nursing  Sisters,  2 student  district  nurses,  3 state  registered  nurses,  4 
Queens  trained  male  nurses,  one  state  enrolled  assistant  nurse  and  one 
part-time  Queens  Nurse. 


The  midwives  mentioned  are  part  of  the  Local  Authority  Midwifery 
< Service,  and  the  pupil  midwives  are  seconded  from  the  Queen  Elizabeth 
- Hospital  for  midwifery  training.  The  nursing  personnel  listed  is  under 
i extreme  pressure,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  a fresh  attempt  was 
i made  to  draft  a standard  establishment  of  district  nurses,  for  the  remunera- 
i tion  of  whom  the  Local  Authority  is,  of  course,  responsible.  The  proposal 
c of  the  Nursing  Association  was  as  follows : — 


One  superintendent,  2 assistant  superintendents,  16  female  Queens 
1 Nurses,  4 male  Queens  Nurses,  1 part-time  district  nurse  and  4 student 
n nurses,  1 state  enrolled  assistant  nurse.  Although  this  establishment  was 

0 not  approved  permanently,  it  was  nevertheless  taken  as  a basis  for  the 
3 financial  estimates  of  expenditure  for  1957/1958.  The  local  hospital  pro- 
'i  vision  for  geriatric  nursing  might  change  the  local  authority  policy  with 

regard  to  the  establishment  of  the  staff.  Another  difficulty  that  arises  is 

1 that  students  taken  on  for  training  may  be  available  for  full-time  service, 
; but  during  the  training  their  lectures  cut  into  the  time  available  for 
i nursing,  and  after  qualifying  they  may  function  as  full-time  nurses  again. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  home  nursing  done  by  the 
) Gateshead  District  Nursing  Association  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Authority 
; during  1956: — 
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Acute  illness  Maternity  Chronic  illness  Total 


Cases 

nursed 

Visits 

Cases 

nursed 

Visits 

Cases 

nursed 

Visits 

Cases 

nursed 

Visits 

No.  on  books  at 

1st  January,  1956 

31 

— 

7 

— 

300 

— 

338 

- — - 

No.  nursed  in: 

January 

88 

683 

32 

670 

393 

5,284 

513 

6,637 

February 

102 

795 

28 

574 

389 

5,006 

519 

6,375 

March 

112 

894 

27 

621 

386 

5,093 

525 

6,608 

April 

103 

855 

33 

677 

354 

4,467 

490 

5,999 

May 

86 

761 

34 

707 

362 

4,860 

482 

6,328 

June 

68 

674 

25 

506 

383 

4,562 

476 

5,742 

July 

76 

601 

31 

671 

361 

4,753 

468 

6,025 

August 

71 

579 

43 

744 

364 

4,595 

478 

5,918 

September 

82 

640 

28 

642 

378 

4,488 

488 

5,770 

October 

99 

923 

33 

733 

368 

5,204 

500 

6,860 

November 

107 

1,003 

33 

681 

379 

5,015 

519 

6,699 

December 

101 

926 

36 

668 

407 

5,483 

544 

7,077 

No.  on  books  at 

3 1 st  December, 

1956 

31 

9 

330 

370 

Total  cases  nursed 

and  visits  paid 

during  the  year 

785 

9,334 

275 

7,894 

1,134 

58,810 

2,194 

76,038 

Of  the  1,919  general  illnesses  nursed,  1,241  were  medical,  562  were 
surgical,  4 were  cases  of  infectious  disease,  100  cases  of  tuberculosis  and 
12  were  complications  of  maternity.  12  of  the  patients  nursed  were  under 
the  age  of  one  year,  36  aged  1-5  years,  61  5-15  years,  929  15-65  years  and 
881  persons  over  65  years.  Altogether  454  patients  had  more  than  24 
visits  during  the  year,  and  these  patients,  altogether,  involved  a total  of 
41,835  visits,  an  average  of  92  visits  to  each  of  these  chronic  patients 
during  the  year,  or  a little  less  than  two  visits  per  week.  This  lays  a burden 
on  the  Home  Nursing  Service,  as  a result  of  the  shortage  of  hospital 
and  other  institutional  accommodation  for  the  elderly  infirm.  98  patients 
suffered  from  cancer,  and  these  required  5,193  visits.  498  patients  were 
visited  for  the  purpose  of  giving  injections  and  the  number  of  visits 
amounted  to  15,540.  There  were  235  late  visits  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
sedatives.  No  special  arrangements  are  provided  locally  for  the  home 
nursing  of  school  children. 


The  Superintendent  of  the  Gateshead  Nursing  Association  has  very 
kindly  provided  the  following  analysis  of  the  1919  patients  who  were 
nursed  during  1956: — 
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Disease 

Under 

1 year 

1 to  5 

years 

5 to  15 

years 

1 5 to  65 
years 

Over 

65 

Total 

Acute  respiratory  disease 

1 

8 

10 

99 

41 

159 

Chronic  respiratory  disease 

— 

— 

— 

32 

31 

63 

Burns  and  scalds 

2 

6 

1 

15 

3 

27 

Post  Operative  Dressings 

2 

5 

8 

85 

20 

120 

Chronic  Dressings,  including 
Colostomy — Supra  Pubic 

146 

64 

210 

Fractures  for  General  Nursing 

— 

— 

— 

3 

9 

12 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

3 

18 

21 

E.S.  for  Constipation  and 
Preparations  for  X-ray 

1 

2 

6 

33 

34 

76 

Washouts  for  Threadworms 

— 

1 

1 

1 



3 

Stroke 

— 

— 

— 

19 

54 

73 

Carcinoma  (diagnosed) 

— 

— 

— 

31 

67 

98 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis 

— 

— 

— 

3 

28 

31 

Senility 

— 

— 

— 

2 

131 

133 

Heart  complications 

— 

— 

— 

62 

127 

189 

Pernicious  anaemia 

— 

— 

— 

38 

39 

77 

E.N.T.  diseases 

2 

3 

11 

21 

1 

38 

Miscarriages 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

9 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Chicken  pox 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

83 

15 

100 

Gynaecological 

— 

— 

— 

5 

36 

41 

Others : 

Mostly  injections  for 
carbuncles,  boils,  etc. 

2 

10 

23 

234 

163 

432 

12 

36 

61 

929 

881 

1,919 

The  Wrekenton  area  of  the  Borough  has  the  services  of  a district  nurse 
shared  with  Durham  County  and  paid  for  by  the  Gateshead  Borough 
Council  to  the  extent  of  half  of  her  time.  The  nurse  at  Wrekenton  nursed 
187  adult  residents,  including  59  cases  of  acute  illness  and  128  of  chronic 
illness,  this  last  figure  including  1 1 cases  of  tuberculosis.  The  Wrekenton 
i nurse  paid  altogether  3,898  visits  to  the  patients  in  her  district. 

7.  Domestic  Help 

In  1949  a ceiling  was  set  to  the  expansion  of  the  Home  Help  Service 
to  the  equivalent  of  80  full-time  home  helps.  In  practice,  it  has  been  found 
best  to  rely  mainly  on  part-time  helps  working  for  23  hours  per  week  to 
cover  the  task.  In  1956,  the  service  consisted  of  the  supervisor,  assistant 
supervisor,  6 full-time  female  home  helps,  working  38  hours  a week,  2 
full-time  male  helps,  working  44  hours  per  week  and  86  part  time 
helps,  a personnel  total  of  94,  which  is  somewhat  less  than  the 
authorised  establishment.  There  is,  however,  a standing  per- 
mission from  the  Council  to  recruit  seasonal  home  help  in  the  event  of  any 
emergency  such  as  epidemic  influenza. 

During  1956,  648  households  received  help  as  compared  with  684 
in  1955.  In  442  of  these  households  there  was  chronic  degenerative  illness 
of  some  kind  or  other.  Although  the  Home  Help  Service  was  provided  in 
order  to  help  maternity  cases,  the  actual  number  helped  in  1956  was  only 
37,  a very  small  number  indeed.  The  reason  for  this  small  number  is  that 
the  scales  of  assessment  for  the  services  of  a home  help  are  framed  in  such 
a way  that  for  anyone  who  is  working  the  charges  are  fairly  substantial, 
whereas  for  the  pensioners  or  old  people  living  on  Assistance  Board 
allowances  practically  no  charges  are  recoverable. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE  1956 
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Households  affected  by  acute  illness  to  the  number  of  159  were 
attended  during  1956,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  in  a number  of  these 
cases  arrangements  for  the  home  help  were  made  directly  from  the  hospital 
in  order  to  allow  the  discharge  of  the  patient  somewhat  earlier  than  would 
otherwise  be  possible.  Of  the  442  households  afflicted  by  chronic  degenera- 
tive illness,  a very  large  proportion  consisted  of  old  people  living  alone  and 
dependent  entirely  on  the  visits  of  the  home  help.  Some  of  these  people 
have  no  relatives  in  the  district,  or  such  relatives  as  are  in  the  district  are 
not  in  a position  to  help  because  of  age  or  infirmity.  In  some  of  these 
instances,  however,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  persons  have  daughters 
living  in  the  district  who  are  able  to  work  but  are  not  able,  apparently,  to 
help  their  own  aged  relatives.  Many  of  the  old  people  are  confined  to  the 
home,  and  here  an  evening  visit  by  a home  help  in  the  wintertime  is  very 
much  appreciated,  because  hot  water  bottles  and  coal  buckets  are  filled 
and  the  patient  is  helped  to  bed.  One  home-help  can  visit  quite  a large 
number  of  old  people  living  in  the  same  area  in  this  way,  and  a growing 
number  of  home  helps  is  being  put  on  these  special  duties. 


It  has  not  been  found  possible  to  devote  much  more  attention  to  the 
problem  families  who  were  mentioned  in  previous  reports.  The  work  in 
these  cases  is  long-term,  and  as  far  as  the  services  of  a home  help  are 
! required  in  such  households  the  necessary  help  is  given. 


Expenditure  on  the  service  in  1956-57  was  estimated  as  £19,295,  and 
f the  receipts  were  only  £575.  These  figures  make  the  service  some  £790 
* dearer  than  in  1955,  but  still  more  than  £2,000  less  costly  than  in  the  peak 
[ year  of  1951-52. 

8.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

)j  ( a ) Vaccination 

During  1956,  601  persons  were  vaccinated  and  114  re-vaccinated. 
These  included  488  infants  under  one  year,  37  children  aged  I to  4 years, 
11  school  children  and  65  adults.  98  of  the  persons  re-vaccinated  were 

5 adults. 


) 


Out  of  1951  infants  born  in  1956,  it  would  therefore  appear  that  488 
or  25  per  cent,  have  been  vaccinated.  This  :s  roughly  the  same  proportion 
as  in  the  previous  two  years. 


321  of  the  primary  vaccinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Local  Auth- 
d ority  Staff  and  the  remainder  by  family  practitioners.  On  the  other  hand, 
4 of  the  revaccinations  were  carried  out  by  local  authority  staff  and  the 
1 remainder  by  family  practitioners.  The  majority  of  the  revaccinations  weie 
i in  connection  with  emigration. 


No  cases  of  generalised  vaccinia  or  post-vaccinal  encephalitis  came 
to  light  during  1956,  nor  was  there  any  untoward  sequel  oi  complication 
of  vaccination. 
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(b)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

During  1956,  1,021  children  under  5 years  and  11  children  of  school 
age,  a total  of  1,032  children,  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation. 
932  school  children  received  the  “booster”  injection  to  stimulate  the 
immunity  mechanism. 

The  number  of  children  under  5 who  have  been  immunised  against 
diphtheria  represents  52.3  per  cent,  of  the  children  born  in  the  area  during 
1956. 

701  complete  inoculations  against  diphtheria  were  carried  out  by 
the  Local  Authority  Staff  and  331  by  local  general  practitioners. 

At  the  end  of  1956,  out  of  9,100  pre-school  children,  3,585  (39  per 
cent.),  had  been  immunised,  and  out  of  17,100  children  aged  5-14  years 
7,372  have  completed  a primary  course  of  immunisation  or  had  a “booster” 
dose  (43. 1 per  cent.). 

Altogether,  then,  10,957  children  have  been  protected  against  diph- 
theria out  of  26,200  (41.8  percent.). 

Prophylactics  in  use  were  mainly  the  combined  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  prophylactics  of  the  Glaxo  Laboratories  and  the  P.T.A.P. 
of  Parke  Davis. 

(c)  Immunisation  Against  Whooping  Cough 

During  1956,  933  children  were  given  a complete  course  of  whooping 
cough  prophylactic,  using  the  combined  vaccine  in  920  instances  and  the 
whooping  cough  prophylactic  alone  in  13. 

Of  this  number,  671  received  their  injections  from  local  authority 
medical  staff  and  262  from  the  general  practitioners  of  the  area. 

The  following  table  is  included  to  show  the  trend  of  whooping  cough 
in  relation  to  immunisation : — 

Trend  of  Whooping  Cough  in  relation  to  Immunisation 

No.  of  Cases 


No.  who  had 

Completed  completed  No.  of 

Year  Births  immunisations  Total  immunisation  deaths 


1940 

1,951 
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3 

1941 

1,853 

— 

793 

— 

22 

1942 

1,835 

— 

89 

— 

1 

1943 

1,917 

— 

435 

— 

8 

1944 

2,219 

— 

301 

— 

2 

1945 

2,097 

— 

220 

— 

2 

1946 

2,614 

— 

356 

— 

4 

1947 

2,756 

756 

349 

— 

11 

1948 

2,439 

920 

334 

38 

1 

1949 

2,265 

1,020 

67 

4 

1 

1950 

2,117 

743 

351 

24 

3 

1951 

2,185 

1,082 

231 

17 

— 

1952 

1,993 

501 

246 

21 

— 

1953 

2,033 

1,023 

513 

53 

2 

1954 

1,951 

996 

61 

11 

— 

1955 

1,916 

1,002 

520 

56 

— 

1956 

1,951 

933 

356 

53 

- — - 

39 


Another  way  of  assessing  the  trend  of  whooping  cough  as  a result  of 
minimisation  is  to  tabulate  the  notifications  and  attack  rates  of  whooping 
n-ough  in  children  under  5 years,  following  the  example  of  Dr.  Burnett  of 
^reston  in  his  report  for  1954. 

The  following  table  shows  that  on  the  average  the  risk  of  whooping 
cough  in  a child  under  5 years  is  reduced  by  about  one  quarter  as  a result 
)f  previous  immunisation : — 


Notification  and  Attack  Rates  of  Whooping  Cough 
in  Children  under  5 years 


Notified 

Attack  and  Attack 


Rate  per  No.  of  verified  Rate  per 

Total  No.  1,000  of  children  as  immun-  1,000  Deaths 


Year 

Estimated 

population 

of  notified 
cases 

group 

population 

under  5 
immunised 

ised 

cases 

immun- 

ised 

under  5 
years 

1946 

9,000 

276 

30.7 

4* 

1947 

9,930 

272 

21 A 

685 

1 1* 

4948 

10,203 

260 

25.4 

1,555 

9 

5.7 

1* 

1949 

10,540 

54 

5.1 

2,284 

3 

1.3 

1* 

4950 

10,890 

224 

20.6 

2,786 

11 

3.9 

3* 

:1951 

10,920 

171 

15.6 

3,130 

16 

5.1 

— 

T952 

10,100 

162 

16.0 

2,792 

17 

6.0 

— 

1953 

9,700 

356 

36.7 

2,904 

34 

11.7 

2* 

: 1954 

9,600 

44 

4.6 

3,020 

3 

.9 

— 

4955 

9,300 

345 

37. 

3,119 

27 

8.6 

— 

1956 

9,100 

230 

25.27 

3,094 

27 

8.7 

— 

* None  of  the  fatal  cases  had  previously  been  immunised. 


(d)  Tetanus  Immunisation 

During  the  year  the  Local  Authority  decided  to  include  immunisation 
against  tetanus  by  way  of  the  combined  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and 
tetanus  prophylactics,  and  this  was  made  available  to  the  children  of  the 
'area.  With  the  permission  of  the  Minister  of  Health  the  scheme  began  in 

December. 


(e)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

In  the  light  of  the  successful  American  experience,  the  Ministry  of 
Health  sponsored  a trial  of  a home-made  poliomyelitis  vaccine  in  1956. 
Out  of  a mid-year  population  of  18,000  children  under  the  age  of  10  years, 
5,681  were  registered,  but  unfortunately  most  of  these  had  to  be  dis- 
appointed through  lack  of  immunising  material,  which  was  only  liberated 
after  intensive  testing  to  secure  its  complete  safety.  Altogether  496  children 
received  a full  course  of  protective  injections  against  poliomyelitis  and 
6 received  only  one  injection.  This  work  will  continue  in  future  years  as 
vaccine  becomes  more  freely  available. 

9.  Municipal  Ambulance  Service 

In  1956,  there  occurred  the  retirement  of  Mr.  W.  Barber,  who  served 
for  many  years  as  an  ambulance  driver  in  the  service  of  the  Corporation 
and  had  presided  over  the  developments  of  the  primitive  ambulance 
service  into  a comprehensive  municipal  ambulance  service  during  the 
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years  after  1943.  He  can  take  pleasure  in  his  retirement  in  having  per- 
formed a most  useful  duty  for  the  citizens  of  Gateshead  by  pioneering  a 
service  that  was  always  in  the  van  of  modern  progress.  One  therefore 
welcomes  as  his  successor  Mr.  J.  Nesbit,  who  was  associated,  during  the 
formative  years,  with  the  growth  of  the  ambulance  service  and  who  can 
be  trusted  to  keep  the  spirit  and  enthusiasm  of  the  personnel  at  the  same 
high  level. 

In  1956,  the  number  of  persons  and  mileage  involved  in  the  transport 
of  the  sick  continued  to  increase.  Some  of  this  increase  is  due  to  the 
changed  location  of  the  occupation  centre,  to  and  from  which  the  children 
are  transported  daily.  As  the  centre  is  very  well  attended  the  number  of 
patients  carried  has  increased  considerably. 

During  the  year  an  ex-army  ambulance,  purchased  in  1946,  was  put 
into  the  Civil  Defence  Reserve  and  a new  16  h.p.  ambulance  purchased. 

The  radio  communication  equipment,  which  was  originally  installed 
in  1949,  is  becoming  obsolete  and  the  signals  are  not  quite  so  clear  as  they 
formerly  were.  In  these  circumstances,  the  council  has  decided  that  a new 
installation  be  made  in  1957,  and  that  this  installation  will  be  on  a new 
wave  length. 

Cost  of  the  Service  in  1956 

The  annual  cost  of  the  service  was  £32,285,  as  against  £29,085  in  1955. 
Revenue  from  other  authorities  for  return  journeys  from  Gateshead 
hospitals  amounted  to  £3,100,  as  against  £3,100  in  the  previous  year.  The 
net  cost  of  the  service  to  Gateshead  was,  therefore,  £27,525  compared  with 
£25,230  in  1955.  Charges  made  to  other  authorities  are  3/-  a mile  for  a 
stretcher  ambulance  and  l/6d.  a mile  for  a sitting-case  car,  these  charges 
being  based  on  an  actuarial  report  of  the  Borough  Treasurer. 

Work  of  the  Service  in  1956 

The  following  summarises  the  work  of  the  ambulance  service  carried 


out  during  the  year : — 

Patients 

Olpersons 

Journeys 

Miles 

T ransport  to  and  from  Hospital  by  Ambulance  . . 

26,161 

6,297 

78,932 

Transport  to  and  from  Hospital  by  Car 

6,726 

1,437 

44,134 

Transport  to  and  from  Hospital  by  Clinic  Ambulance  27,61 1 

2,247 

50,108 

Service  journeys  (transport  of  beds  and  disinfec- 

tions  (113)  included)  .. 

1,069 

9,822 

Midwives  transport  and  transport  of  analgesia 

apparatus 

1,222 

9,213 

60,498 

12,272 

1 92,209 

Patients 

Journeys 

Miles 

Ambulance  . . . . 935 

869 

6,994 

Sitting  case  car  . . . . 862 

746 

16,120 

Clinic  ambulances  . . 1,028 

781 

6,443 

2,825 

2,396 

29,557 

Petrol  consumption  in  gallons 

. . 14,865 

Petrol  issued  by  Other  Authorities  (gallons) 

4 

Petrol  issued  to  Other  Authorities  (gallons)  . . 

48 
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Arrangements  were  made  for  the  transport  of  34  patients  by  rail, 
involving  a total  distance  of  3,700  miles. 

Vehicles 

The  service  consisted  of  7 stretcher  ambulances,  3 clinic  ambulances, 
3 sitting  case  cars,  1 utility  van  and  3 obsolete  civil  defence  ambulances. 

Patients  carried  and  Mileage  completed 


since 

the  inception 

of  the  Service 

Patients 

and 

Year 

Ol Persons 

Miles 

1944 

31,848 

1945 

53,080 

1946 

65,655 

1947 

79,979 

1948 

105,702 

1949 

27,576 

149,557 

1950 

30,117 

170,686 

1951 

29,820 

172,806 

1952 

32,147 

173,218 

1953 

43,702 

171,576 

1954 

44,130 

171,436 

1955 

51,368 

173,904 

1956 

60,498 

192,209 

10.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 
(a)  Tuberculosis 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Invalid  Care  Sub-Committee  of  the  Council, 
the  arrangements  for  the  prevention,  care  and  after-care  of  tuberculosis  are 
centred  in  the  old  tuberculosis  dispensary  in  the  grounds  of  Greenesfield 
House.  Although  very  incomplete  and  below  the  standards  of  the  modern 
chest  clinic  this  building  is  used  by  the  chest  physicians  meantime  for  all 
the  purposes,  except  radiology,  that  would  be  connected  with  the  diag- 
nosis and  out-patient  care  of  tuberculosis.  There  is  a proposition  which 
is  likely  to  be  accepted  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  that  the  consultant 
facilities  of  the  chest  clinic  should  be  moved  to  Whinney  House  Sana- 
torium, as  an  interim  measure,  thus  leaving  the  tuberculosis  dispensary 
building  as  a centre  for  preventive  and  after-care  arrangements.  It  is 
suggested  that  a miniature  x-ray  unit  of  the  Odelca  type  should  be  in- 
stalled in  the  consulting  room  and  that  persons  be  invited  to  attend  of  their 
own  volition  as  they  would  do  any  other  miniature  x-ray  clinic.  Its  main 
use,  however,  would  be  as  a diagnostic  x-ray  centre  for  the  patients 
referred  by  the  local  family  practitioners. 

Arrangements  for  the  investigation  and  follow-up  of  cases,  which 
depend  on  close  co-operation  between  the  chest  physicians  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  and  the  Local  Authority  medical  and  nursing  staff, 
continue  to  be  satisfactory.  It  was  clear,  however,  that  some  investigation 
should  be  made  as  to  the  relative  efficiency  of  the  very  many  methods  now 
available  for  coping  with  the  tuberculosis  problem.  Conversations  were 
in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  local  medical  services  to  collabo- 
rate with  the  Medical  Research  Council  in  attempting  the  assessment  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  various  tuberculosis  services.  Most  of  this  does  not 
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involve  new  work  but  only  a more  intensive  and  thorough  performance  of 
work  that  should  be  done  in  any  case,  such  as  the  assiduous  follow-up 
of  recalcitrant  and  refractory  contacts. 


Housing  has  considerable  reference  to  the  problem  of  tuberculosis 
and  the  occurrence  of  an  open  case  of  tuberculosis  necessitates  some 
degree  of  segregation  from  the  unaffected  members  of  the  family  or 
community.  Attempts  to  apply  priorities  in  the  rehousing  of  tuberculosis 
subjects  have  not  been  very  successful  in  Gateshead,  because  of  the  very 
long  waiting  list  for  corporation  houses.  It  is  calculated  that  on  the 
average  the  tuberculous  family  needing  rehousing  has  to  wait  three  years. 
What  will  happen  in  the  future,  when  the  emphasis  is  on  the  building  of 
houses  for  slum  clearance  and  not  for  relief  of  overcrowding,  it  is  difficult 
to  envisage,  but  it  is  fortunate  perhaps  that  the  various  methods  of  treat- 
ment and  in  particular  the  use  of  streptomycin  and  Isoniazide  have  been 
so  successful  in  combating  the  infecting  organisms. 


It  is,  therefore,  with  considerable  pride  that  one  refers  to  the  chest 
clinic  statistics  of  Gateshead  in  the  table  below: — 


Chest  Clink  Statistics  of  Gateshead,  1933-1956 


Pulmonary 

notifications 

Pulmonary 

deaths 

T.B. — 

T.B.+ 

Total 

1933 

283 

140 

86 

136 

222 

1934 

293 

135 

121 

114 

235 

1935 

203 

129 

70 

86 

156 

1936 

201 

104 

80 

106 

186 

1937 

178 

118 

68 

95 

163 

1938 

208 

115 

72 

100 

172 

1939 

183 

119 

77 

101 

178 

1940 

206 

129 

65 

92 

157 

1941 

207 

128 

93 

75 

168 

1942 

208 

107 

89 

107 

196 

1943 

219 

106 

90 

111 

201 

1944 

244 

122 

125 

106 

231 

1945 

218 

98 

103 

99 

202 

1946 

228 

75 

111 

108 

219 

1947 

237 

93 

119 

107 

226 

1948 

232 

99 

128 

98 

226 

1949 

250 

91 

157 

91 

248 

1950 

220 

64 

139 

83 

222 

1951 

227 

47 

152 

74 

226 

1952 

256 

45 

159 

84 

243 

1953 

266 

29 

155 

112 

267 

1954 

201 

38 

115 

86 

201 

1955 

166 

23 

105 

61 

166 

1956 

242 

18 

148 

94 

242 

The  reader  will  at  once  note  the  great  fall  that  still  continues  from 
year  to  year  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  It  is  not 
possible  to  demonstrate  the  same  phenomenon  in  regard  to  notifications, 
but  in  1956  an  attempt  was  made  at  a mass  x-ray  survey  of  Gateshead  and 
35,121  or  44  per  cent,  of  the  town’s  population  of  80,000  over  the  age  of 
12  years  were  examined. 


The  Gateshead  Special  X-ray  Survey 

This  special  survey  lasted  from  Monday,  the  9th  April,  to  Friday, 
the  1st  June,  1956.  Three  mobile  x-ray  units  operated  throughout  the 
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entire  period  and  two  additional  units  were  used  during  the  last  three 
weeks.  An  office  and  telephone  were  set  up  in  the  Town  Hall  for  the  use  of 
the  clerical  staff  involved  in  the  survey  and  a great  number  of  volunteers 
gave  valuable  assistance.  Prior  to  and  during  the  survey,  very  intensive 
propaganda  was  undertaken  to  bring  home  the  existence  of  the  survey  to 
the  people  and  to  urge  that  the  opportunity  should  be  taken  to  have  a 
chest  x-ray.  The  units  at  first  were  concentrated  at  the  schools  and  then  on 
the  town’s  industrial  undertakings,  and  finally  a large  number  of  public 
sessions  covering  the  whole  of  the  town  were  established.  Letters  were 
distributed  to  each  householder,  posters  were  shown  in  every  part  of  the 
town  and  leaflets  were  issued  freely  from  clinics,  public  offices  and  the 
like.  Circular  letters  were  sent  to  firms  and  employers  were  invited  to  allow 
their  employees  to  attend  the  public  sessions  during  working  hours.  The 
local  general  practitioners  were  asked  to  co-operate  in  the  publicity  and  to 
assist  in  the  follow-up  of  suspect  cases.  Cinemas  were  made  use  of  by  way 
of  trailer  films  and  the  showing  of  slides.  The  local  press  was  asked  to  give 
a write-up  of  the  progress  of  the  work,  but  one  feels  that  there  was  not 
enough  local  publicity  of  the  right  kind  in  the  local  press.  Many  other 
corporation  employees  in  contact  with  the  general  public  assisted  in 
bringing  the  scheme  to  the  notice  of  the  public. 

In  spite  of  this  intensive  work,  only  some  44  per  cent,  of  the  population 
at  risk  submitted  voluntarily  to  x-ray  examination,  a technique  that  was 
offered  free  of  charge.  However  disappointing  the  numbers,  it  is  good  to 
note  that  as  a result  somethinglike  76  local  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
noted  and  that  of  these  29  were  sputum  positive  and  infective  to  others. 

At  the  end  of  1956,  the  Gateshead  Chest  Clinic  register  contained  the 
names  of  1,356  persons,  of  whom  1,227  were  cases  suffering  from  the 
pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  and  129  persons  suffering  from  non- 
pulmonary  disease.  The  pulmonary  cases  included  592  males,  503  females 
and  132  children,  and  the  non-pulmonary  cases  included  39  males,  46 
females  and  44  children.  In  further  comment,  it  may  be  said  that  the 
number  of  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  1956  continues  the 
tendency  to  fall,  which  was  first  noticed  in  1954.  This  is  a very  welcome 
sign,  which  is  all  the  more  gratifying  when  taken  into  consideration  with 
the  declining  number  of  infectious  cases  of  tuberculosis  that  are  being 
discovered. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  Contacts 

During  the  year,  930  young  domestic  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
> were  tested  for  their  tuberculin  reaction,  along  with  one  other  who  had 
: not  been  in  contact  with  the  disease.  753  of  these  individuals  proved 
i already  to  have  been  infected,  as  did  the  one  other  contact  who  had  not 
: been  in  direct  contact  with  the  disease.  Of  the  177  negative  reactors,  169 
i were  submitted  to  B.C.G.  Vaccination.  46  babies  under  6 weeks  old  and 
! 23  nurses  had  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

t B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  School  Children 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  was  again  offered  to  all  school  children  in  their 
4 14th  year.  This  scheme  was  started  in  1954,  during  which  162  children  were 
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inoculated.  In  1955,  the  work  was  expanded,  so  that  614  children  born  in 
1941  and  111  children  born  in  1940  completed  the  course  of  vaccination. 


In  1956,  it  was  the  turn  of  the  children  born  in  1942.  1,102  were 
offered  vaccination.  892  accepted,  and  of  these  858  were  tested  by  the 
tuberculin  test.  255  proved  to  be  positive  reactors  and  577  were  then  given 
B.C.G.  Vaccination.  Out  of  255  positive  reactors,  199  were  x-rayed 
Nothing  was  found  in  191,  but  calcified  regions  were  found  in  6 and  othe. 
abnormalities  in  2.  A re-check  was  made  on  the  conclusion  of  the  B.C.Gr 
Vaccination  to  check  the  conversion  to  the  tuberculin  positive  state.  Out 
of  515  children  who  were  born  in  1942  and  vaccinated  in  1956,  488  showed 
a conversion  of  their  reaction.  Similarly,  out  of  258  children  born  in  1951, 
238  showed  a conversion.  These  are  satisfactory  figures,  and  are  a reflection 
of  the  collaboration  of  the  education  department  in  the  prevention  of 
disease. 


Analysing  the  records  of  the  Chest  Clinic,  there  seemed  to  be 
157  infectious  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  Borough,  104  men  and  53 
women.  Among  this  group  are  the  known  chronic  infectors,  to  whom  the 
chest  physicians  are  now  giving  a great  concentration  of  effort. 

In  1956,  38  special  recommendations  were  made  to  the  local  housing 
committee  for  priority  of  rehousing,  and  only  18  families  were  so  rehoused, 
this  being  3.57  per  cent,  of  the  total  corporation  houses  let  to  new  tenants 
during  1956.  A further  service  given  to  the  tuberculous  case  is  assistance 
with  clothing  and  the  supply  of  invalid  aids.  The  extent  of  this  help  is 
summarised  below: — 


Clothing  Issued 
People  assisted — 6 


Invalid  Aids  Issued 
Cases— 1 1 


Assistance  given 

Pyjamas 

Slippers 

Boots  or  shoes 

Shirts 

Underwear 

Suit 

Blankets 
Back  rests 
Air  rings 
Urinals 
Bedpans 

Mattresses  with  cover 
Flannelette  sheets 
Bedstead 

Dunlopillo  mattress  . 
Sheets 


8 

4 

4 

2 

11  items 
1 


4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 


prs. 


pr. 


pr. 


Other  special  cases  were  considered  by  the  Committee,  and  aid 
granted  where  necessary  after  consideration  of  the  family  financial  cir- 
cumstances. 

Outside  the  official  scheme  the  Invalid  Care  Committee  controls  the 
voluntary  fund  for  the  care  of  the  tuberculous  and  receives  donations  from 
various  bodies,  and  also  the  proceeds  of  the  Xmas  Seals  sales  as  contribu- 
tions towards  the  funds  in  their  possession.  The  monies  so  accumulated 
have  been  used  to  give  help  where  this  was  needed,  and  at  Xmas  a voucher 
for  groceries  to  the  value  of  25/-  was  sent  to  every  household  in  which 
there  was  an  incapacitated  tuberculous  subject,  and  a small  donation  of 
5/-  was  sent  to  every  tuberculous  patient  in  hospital.  Altogether,  the  sum 
of  £241  12s.  was  disbursed  during  1956. 
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During  the  year  48  patients  were  placed  in  light  employment  with 
various  firms  through  the  District  Resettlement  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Labour.  28  others  were  sent  to  the  Felling  Rehabilitation  Centre  for 
training.  One  ex-serviceman  was  admitted  at  our  request  to  the  Preston 
Flail  Hospital  with  a view  to  his  ultimate  colonisation. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Assistance  Board  is  specially  acknowledged 
in  the  matter  of  financial  help  to  tuberculous  families. 

(b)  Venereal  Diseases 

In  connection  with  the  work  of  the  special  clinic  at  the  Newcastle 
General  Hospital,  the  health  visiting  service  is  used  to  trace  contacts  and 
defaulters.  There  were  no  contacts  referred  for  follow-up  in  1956,  but 
86  defaulters,  including  7 children,  were  followed  up,  involving  a total  of 
376  visits. 

Some  of  these  visits  were  in  connection  with  a quinquennial  follow-up 
by  the  clinic  medical  officers. 

(c)  Invalid  Aids 

Quite  separately  from  the  service  of  supplying  invalid  aids  to  the 
tuberculous  there  is  a parallel  service  for  the  aged  and  chronic  sick. 
The  work  is  shared  by  the  Supervisor  of  the  Home  Help  Service  and  the 
Matron  of  the  Gateshead  District  Nursing  Association.  During  1956, 
443  loans  were  made  of  apparatus  as  listed  in  the  table  below : — 


Mattress  Covers  . . . . 8 

Sputum  mugs  . . . . 1 

Blankets  . . . . . . 1 pr. 

Flannelette  Sheets  . . . . 1 pr. 

Baby’s  Air  Ring  . . . . 1 

Bed  pans  . . . . . . 112 

Back  rests  . . . . . . 124 

Rubber  sheets  . . . . 92 

Air  rings  and  sponge  rings  . . 102 

Commodes  . . . . . . 6 

Urinals  . . . . . . 88 

Pr.  Crutches  . . . . 3 

Feeding  Cups  . . . . 2 

Mattresses  . . . . . . 41 

Bed  cages  . . . . . . 11 

Wheel  chairs  . . . . 16 

Spinal  carriages  . . . . 1 

Hot  water  bottles  . . . . 1 


(< d ) Convalescent  Holiday  Treatment 

Convalescent  holiday  treatment  for  invalids  continues  to  be  arranged 
by  the  local  authority  for  persons  who  are  recommended  this  form  of 
therapy  by  their  own  doctors,  and  who  are  unable  otherwise  to  obtain  such 
treatment.  During  the  year,  application  was  made  on  behalf  of  45  persons 
and  these  were  dealt  with  as  follows : — 

32  cases  admitted  to  Procter  Memorial  Flome,  Shotley  Bridge. 

5 cases  admitted  to  Silloth  Convalescent  Home,  Silloth. 

1 case  admitted  to  Boarbank  Hall,  Grange-over-Sands. 

7 applications  were  withdrawn  at  the  request  of  the  applicants. 
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The  cost  of  the  service  was  £290  14s.  6d.  and  the  sum  of  £38  11s.  7d. 
was  assessed  as  recoverable.  Actually,  £34  19s.  1 Id.  had  been  recovered  by 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  two  accounts  for  £3  5s.  8d.  were  written  off.  3 
cases  were  assessed  as  liable  to  pay  the  full  cost,  6 part  of  the  cost,  and  in 
29  cases  no  charge  was  made. 


Cost  of  the  Service  since  its  inception 


Cost  of 

Amount 

Service 

recoverable 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1949 

30  cases  made  application,  23  accommodated 

113 

15 

0 

36 

2 

10 

1950 

19  cases  made  application,  17  accommodated 

131 

17 

2 

18 

12 

7 

1951 

43  cases  made  application,  37  accommodated 

199 

10 

0 

54 

5 

4 

1952 

47  cases  made  application,  38  accommodated 

210 

9 

4 

35 

4 

5 

1953 

50  cases  made  application,  41  accommodated 

235 

16 

0 

28 

7 

0 

1954 

55  cases  made  application,  38  accommodated 

269 

15 

5 

90 

0 

1 

1955 

38  cases  made  application,  32  accommodated 

227 

8 

7 

17 

5 

4 

1956 

45  cases  made  application,  38  accommodated 

290 

14 

6 

38 

11 

7 

11. 

Mental  Health 

(a)  Administration 

The  statutory  obligations  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  are  the  province  of  three  duly  authorised 
officers  acting  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
who,  in  turn,  is  responsible  to  the  health  Committee  through  a special 
mental  welfare  sub-committee.  In  the  performance  of  these  arrangements 
the  staff  are  dependent  to  a considerable  extent  on  the  help  given  by  the 
consultants  employed  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  to  deal  with  mental 
illness,  and  mental  deficiency  respectively.  Dr.  J.  Justice,  the  Medical 
Superintendent  of  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Stannington,  and  his  medical  staff 
are  very  helpful  when  approached,  and  Dr.  McCouil,  the  Medical  Super- 
intendent of  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital,  holds  regular  clinical 
sessions  to  review  the  mental  defectives  of  the  area,  with  a view  to  assessing 
their  priority  for  institutional  accommodation.  In  addition,  Dr.  McCouil 
uses  his  hospital,  as  an  observation  unit  for  the  closer  observation  and 
assessment  of  a number  of  patients. 

The  personnel  of  the  mental  welfare  sub-committee  is  given  below : — 

Chairman : Ald.  P.  S.  Hancock,  o.b.e. 


Ald.  J.  T.  Etherington 
„ W.  F.  Barron 
„ J.  Hutchison 
„ B.  N.  Young 
Coun.  A.  V.  Turnbull 


Coun.  Mrs.  M.  Bell 
„ A.  Crossley 
„ Mrs.  A.  Hutchison 
„ Mrs.  A.  E.  Jewitt 
„ J.  W.  Morris 


(b)  Staff 

Early  in  1956,  Mr.  Askew  retired  from  his  post  as  senior  duly  auth- 
orised officer,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  Mr.  L.  Gray 
from  the  public  health  clerical  staff.  There  is,  however,  meantime  no 
senior  duly  authorised  officer,  so  that  Mr.  Mitchell,  Miss  Ogden  and  Mr. 
Gray  are  of  equal  grade. 


The  occupation  centre  for  mental  defectives  is  managed  by  a duly 
qualified  supervisor,  Miss  McDermott,  who  had  three  assistants  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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(c)  Co-ordination  with  Regional  Boards  and  Hospital  Management  Com- 
mittees 

At  the  staff  level  there  is  no  difficulty  whatever  in  the  necessary 
collaboration  towards  the  welfare  of  patients,  but  as  is  well  known  there 
is  a great  shortage  of  accommodation  in  this  region. 

(d)  Voluntary  Associations 

The  Local  Authority  has  no  contact  whatever  with  any  voluntary 
association  in  this  area. 

(e)  Training  of  New  Staff 

No  arrangements  have  yet  been  made  for  the  training  of  new  staff, 
but  certain  preliminary  moves  have  been  made  to  interest  the  University 
Department  of  Psychological  Medicine  in  a project  for  this  purpose. 

Mental  Illness 

In  1956,  325  mentally  ill  persons  were  dealt  with  by  the  duly  auth- 
orised officers.  Of  this  number,  303  were  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 
Stannington,  274  as  voluntary  patients  and  in  29  instances  certification 
under  the  Lunacy  Acts  was  necessary.  Of  the  remaining  22  mentally  ill 
individuals  investigated,  4 were  admitted  to  other  mental  hospitals,  6 were 
admitted  to  local  general  hospitals,  5 elderly  senile  patients  were  ad- 
mitted to  Fountain  View  Welfare  Hostel,  and  7 patients  were  able  to 
continue  at  home  under  supervision,  receiving  help  from  the  home  help 
service.  The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  mental  illness 
totalled  775. 

Mental  Deficiency 

During  1956,  29  defectives  over  the  age  of  16  years  (18  males  and  1 1 
females)  were  ascertained,  as  were  also  7 defective  children,  3 boys  and  4 
girls.  Of  these,  only  the  children  and  10  of  the  adults  were  suitable  for 
administrative  action.  3 boys  and  2 girls  were  children  reported  by  the  local 
education  authority  to  be  ineducable  and  2 were  young  girls  referred  by 
the  police.  In  addition,  1 1 boys  and  8 girls  regarded  as  potentially  feeble- 
minded who  left  school  during  the  year  were  put  on  the  list  for  further 
voluntary  supervision,  although  not  subject  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  7 children  referred  to  above  were  dealt  with  as  follows : — 6 were 
placed  under  statutory  supervision  and  one  was  admitted  to  a hospital. 
The  10  adults  were  disposed  of  as  follows: — 5 were  placed  under  statutory 
supervision,  one  was  admitted  to  a place  of  safety  and  4 were  admitted  to 
institutions. 

At  the  end  of  1956,  the  register  contained  the  names  of  28  boys  and  24 
girls,  together  with  198  men  and  200  women,  a total  of  450,  of  whom  199 
are  in  hospitals,  18  in  places  of  safety,  6 under  guardianship  and  141  under 
statutory  supervision,  leaving  86  under  voluntary  supervision  only. 

Visits  by  the  duly  authorised  officers  to  the  homes  of  mental  defectives 
during  the  year  totalled  204  and  visits  to  complete  home  reports  required 
by  the  mental  hospital  authorities  numbered  68.  In  the  area,  12  defectives 
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are  considered  to  be  in  need  of  hospital  care,  but  none  of  these  is  urgent. 
49  of  the  defectives  in  the  community  are  considered  suitable  for  training 
at  an  occupation  centre,  and  18  for  training  at  an  industrial  centre. 
Actually,  39  defectives  are  on  the  register  of  the  occupation  centre,  but 
there  is  no  industrial  training,  so  that  the  older  males,  numbering  some 
22,  require  training  facilities. 

Occupation  Centre 

The  Occupation  Centre,  which  had  been  run  for  several  years  at  St. 
Columba’s  Hall,  was  ultimately  transferred  to  the  Old  Fold  Day  Nursery, 
the  use  of  which  had  been  given  up  because  of  the  low  average  attendance 
of  children  from  the  surrounding  area.  With  some  minor  adaptation  and 
the  transfer  of  most  of  the  equipment,  this  change  was  a great  improve- 
ment inasmuch  as  the  nursery  facilitates  the  breaking  up  of  the  defectives 
into  groups  more  appropriate  for  training  purposes.  Much  more  important 
is  the  fact  that  the  occupation  centre  ’’s  virtually  solely  used  for  the  purpose 
of  training  defectives,  although  on  one  afternoon  a week  two  rooms  at  one 
end  of  the  building  are  used  as  a child  welfare  centre. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  39  boys  and  girls  on  the  register,  an 
increase  of  7 during  the  year.  The  numbers  include  4 boys  over  16  years 
and  7 adult  girls  over  16  years.  Four  of  the  children  in  attendance  originate 
from  Durham  County  and  are  attending  by  arrangement  with  the  County 
Council. 

As  might  be  anticipated,  from  the  nature  of  the  children,  the  attend- 
ance figures  are  sometimes  disappointing,  particularly  in  inclement 
weather.  Nevertheless,  out  of  6,927  possible  attendances,  5,963  were 
actually  recorded,  a fairly  satisfactory  percentage  of  86.  The  attendance  of 
the  children  at  the  centre  is  much  facilitated  by  the  provision  of  transport 
through  the  local  ambulance  service,  the  children  being  collected  at 
various  points  by  one  of  the  three  vehicles  assigned  to  the  work  each 
morning  and  correspondingly  discharged  at  the  same  points  in  the  late 
afternoon.  There  is  one  exception,  and  he  is  a child  who  is  brought  from 
his  home,  close  to  the  school,  in  a wheel  chair.  There  is  a little  difficulty 
with  the  transport  of  Durham  County  children,  which  may  account  for 
their  poorer  attendance. 

At  St.  Columba’s  Hall,  the  children  and  staff  depended  on  the  schools 
meals  service,  but  in  the  occupation  centre  at  Old  Fold  the  mid-day  meal 
is  cooked  on  the  premises  and  for  this  work  the  kitchen  staff  of  a cook  and 
an  assistant  were  retained  from  the  nursery  service.  All  the  children  take 
the  dinners  and  those  under  18  years  receive  free  school  milk.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  three  of  the  children  were  receiving  free  dinners. 

The  children  attending  the  centre  are  medically  and  dentally  examined 
once  a year. 

Illnesses  recorded  in  the  centre  were  a case  each  of  mumps,  chickenpox 
and  pneumonia.  Several  children  had  dental  extractions  at  Greenesfield 
Clinic.  14  of  the  older  children  were  examined  by  x-ray.  Two  of  the 
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children  suffered  from  orthoptic  defects  and  have  received  the  care  of  the 
local  specialist. 


Cleanliness  inspections  are  regularly  made  and  a number  of  the 
children  were  found  to  have  nits  and  were  cleansed. 

A summer  outing  was  held  to  Seaburn  Shore  in  June,  the  funds  being 
provided  by  the  Coatsworth  Working  Men’s  Social  Club.  An  annual  open 
day  was  held  on  December  11th  with  an  inspection  of  the  work  of  the 
pupils,  and  the  children  had  a Xmas  Party  on  December  the  19th. 

The  centre  was  visited  by  the  Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Control 
and  a fairly  satisfactory  report  was  made  to  the  Committee. 

The  following  table  reproduces  the  statutory  return  made  to  the  Minis- 
try of  Health  with  reference  to  the  position  of  mental  defectives  at  the  end 
of  1956: — 


Under  age  16  Age  16  and  over 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


1.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1956 

(a)  Cases  at  31st  December,  1956,  ascertained  to  be 
defectives  “subject  to  be  dealt  with” 

Number  in  which  action  taken  on  reports  by : — 

(1)  Local  Education  Authorities  on  children 

(i)  While  at  school  or  liable  to  attend  school  3 

(ii)  On  leaving  special  schools  . . . . — 

(iii)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools  . . . . — 

(2)  Police  or  by  Courts  . . . . . . . . — 

(3)  Other  sources  . . . . . . . . — 


Total  of  1 (a)  . . 3 


(b)  Cases  reported  who  were  found  to  be  defectives 
but  were  not  regarded  as  “subject  to  be  dealt 
with”  on  any  ground 

(c)  Cases  reported  who  were  not  regarded  as  defec- 
tives and  are  thus  excluded  from  ( a ) or  ( b ) 

(d)  Cases  reported  in  which  action  was  incomplete 
at  31st  December,  1956,  and  are  thus  excluded 
from  {a)  or  (Jb) 


2 

2 


2 


2 


5 


1 


4 7 


3 


11  8 


Total  of  1 ( a)-(d ) inc.  . . 3 4 18  11 


2.  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  1956 

(The  total  of  2(a),  (b)  and  (c),  must  agree  with  that 

of  1(a)  and  (b)  above). 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives  “subject 
to  be  dealt  with”  (i.e.,  at  1 (a)),  number: 

(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  3 3 3 2 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship  . . . . . . — — — — 

(iii)  Taken  to  “Places  of  Safety”  ..  ..  — — 1 — 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Hospitals  . . . . . . — 1 3 1 


Total  of  2 (a) 


3 


4 


7 


3 
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Under  age  16  Age  61  and  over 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

(b)  Of  the  cases  not  ascertained  to  be  defectives 
“subject  to  be  dealt  with”  (i.e.  at  1(6)),  number: 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision  ..  — 

(ii)  Action  unnecessary  . . . . . . . . — 

— 

11 

8 

Total  of  2 (6)  . . . . — 

— 

11 

8 

(c)  Cases  reported  at  1 (a)  or  (b)  above  who  removed 
from  the  area  or  died  before  disposal  was  ar- 
ranged   





Total  of  2 (tf)-(c)  inc.  . . 3 

4 

18 

11 

3.  Number  of  mental  defectives  for  whom  care  was 
arranged  by  the  local  health  authority  under  Cir- 
cular 5/52  during  1956  and  admitted  to 

(a)  National  Health  Service  Hospitals  . . . . — — 1 

(b)  Elsewhere  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  — — — 


Total  . . . . . . . . — — 1 


4.  Total  cases  on  Authority’’ s Registers  at  31.12.56 
(i)  Under  Statutory  Supervision 

18 

13 

66 

44 

(ii)  Under  Guardianship 

— 

— 

2 

4 

(iii)  In  “Places  of  Safety” 

— 

— 

8 

10 

(iv)  In  Hospitals 

10 

11 

74 

104 

Total  of  4 (i)-(iv)  inc. 

28 

24 

150 

162 

(v)  Under  Voluntary  Supervision 

— 

— 

48 

38 

Total  of  4 (i)-(v)  inc. 

28 

24 

198 

200 

5.  Number  of  defectives  under  Guardianship  on  31st 
December,  1956,  who  were  dealt  with  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  8 or  9,  Mental  Deficiency 
Act,  1913  (. Included  in  4(ii)) 


6.  Classification  of  defectives  in  the  Community 
on  31.12.56  (< according  to  need  at  that  date) 

(a)  Cases  included  in  4 (i)-(iii)  in  need  of  hospital 
care  and  reported  accordingly  to  the  hospital 
authority: 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  hospital  care: 


(i)  “cot  and  chair”  cases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  high  grade  cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  urgent  cases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care: 

(i)  “cot  and  chair”  cases  .. 

— 

— 

1 

2 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases 

1 

1 

2 

— 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

2 

2 

— 

— 

(iv)  high  grade  cases 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Total  non-urgent  cases 

3 

3 

4 

2 

Total  of  Urgent  and  Non-urgent  cases 

3 

3 

4 

2 
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Under  age  16  Age  16  and  over 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

(b)  Of  the  cases  included  in  items  4 (i),  (ii)  and  (v), 

number  considered  suitable  for: 

(i)  occupation 

17 

11 

4 

17 

(ii)  industrial  centre 

— 



18 

(iii)  home  training . . 

— 

\ 

— 

Total  of  6 (b) 

17 

11 

22 

17 

(c)  Of  the  cases  included  in  6 (b)  number  receiving 

‘ " ” 

“““ 

training  on  31.12.56 

(i)  In  occupation  centre  (including  voluntary 

centres) 

17 

11 

4 

7 

(ii)  In  industrial  centre  .. 

— 

— 



. 

(iii)  From  a home  teacher  in  groups 

— 

— 





(iv)  From  a home  teacher  at  home  (not  in 

groups)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  of  6 (c) 

17 

11 

4 

7 

Circ.  21/56 — Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  8 of  the 
Education  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 
Act,  1948— Nil. 


12.  Priority  Denial  Services. 

Report  of  the  Chief  Dental  Officer 
Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 
and  Children  under  Five  Years 

All  forms  of  dental  treatment  were  carried  out  for  the  above  classes  of 
patient  at  the  Authority’s  Health  Centre.  During  the  year  two  dental 
officers  resigned,  Mr.  Coombes,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s.,  and  Mr.  McIntyre,  b.d.s., 
on  the  11th  February,  1956  and  the  25th  July,  1956  respectively,  and  one 
dental  attendant  resigned  on  the  5th  May,  1956.  It  was  not  until  August 
that  replacements  could  be  found.  During  that  month,  Mr.  Ebrahim,  b.d.s., 
Mr.  Whittmgham,  b.d.s.,  and  Mr.  Norris,  b.d.s.,  were  appointed  as  dental 
officers  and  Miss  P.  Smith  was  appointed  as  a dental  attendant  on  the  10th 
September,  1956.  This  means  that  for  the  first  time  in  many  years  ail  the 
dental  surgeries  are  occupied  by  dental  officers. 

(a)  Dental  Inspection  or  Examination 

The  same  procedure  was  used  as  in  previous  years,  and  of  the  number 
of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  examined  49.8%  were  found  to  need 
treatment,  and  of  these  approximately  49.2%  accepted  and  received 
treatment. 


52 


The  periodic  inspection  of  children  under  five  years  was,  once  again, 
confined  to  those  attending  the  Authority’s  Nursery  Schools  and  Resident 
Nurseries,  the  remaining  inspections  being  done  for  children  brought  to 
the  clinic  when  in  dental  trouble.  The  number  found  to  be  in  need  of 
treatment  has  risen  from  76.8%  to  87.3%  and  all  of  these  received  treat- 
ment of  some  kind. 

(b)  Dental  Treatment 

Facilities  exist  for  a comprehensive  dental  treatment  to  be  given.  The 
number  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  requiring  treatment  fell  by 
1.2%  and  the  number  accepting  treatment  fell  by  11.4%.  There  were  48 
sessions  for  inspection  and  253  for  treatment.  In  addition  to  the  dentures 
fitted,  as  shown  in  the  appended  table,  36  dentures  were  repaired. 

(c)  Arrangements  for  the  Provision  of  Dentures 

As  in  previous  years  all  denture  work  is  carried  out  in  the  Health 
Centres’  Dental  Laboratory,  which  is  staffed  by  one  senior  and  one 
assistant  dental  technician. 


(d)  Facilities  for  X-ray  Examination 

These  facilities  exist  both  at  the  Authority’s  Health  Centre  and  the 
Carr  Hill  Clinic,  x-rays  being  taken  as  and  when  they  are  found  necessary. 
31  x-rays  were  taken  for  these  services  during  the  year. 

Tables  recording  treatment  given  to  Priority  Dental  Services  are 
appended. 


A.  Numbers  Provided  with  Dental  Care 


Examined 

Needing 

treatment 

Treated 

Made 

dentally 

fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

1,784 

889 

438 

263 

Children  under  5 years 

323 

282 

307 

281 

B.  Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  Provided 


Dentures 

Provided 


Scal- 

ing 

and 

gum 

treat- 

ment 

Fill- 

ings 

Silver 

nit- 

rate 

Crow- 
ns or 

in-  extr- 
lays  action 

Gen- 

eral 

anaes- 

thetics 

Full 

upper 

or 

full 

lower 

Part 

upper 

or 

part 

lower 

X-rays 

Expectant  and 

Nursing  mothers  200 

226 

— 

— 1,470 

245 

167 

55 

31 

Children  under 

5 years 

13 

15 

6 

111 

296 
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13.  Orthopaedic  Treatment 

(Report  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Bremner,  F.R.C.S.) 

23  orthopaedic  clinics  were  held  at  Greenesfield  Health  Centre  during 
1956. 

A New  Cases 

113  new  cases  were  examined;  of  these  73  were  school  children  who 
made  109  visits,  and  40  were  children  under  school  age  who  made  60 

ii  visits. 

] Cases  already  under  Treatment 

In  addition,  109  old  cases  made  155  visits  to  the  orthopaedic  clinic. 
Of  these,  86  were  school  children  who  made  123  visits,  and  23  were  children 
under  school  age  who  made  32  visits. 


A summary  of  the  defects  found  is  presented  herewith. 


Congenital  Defects 

New 

cases 

Old 

cases 

Congenital  amputation 

. ! 1 

1 

r-\ 

1 

1 

A 

Erb’s  Palsy 

Torticollis 

4 

Deformities 

2 

t 

5 

1 

1 

Hydrocephalus 

Talipes 

Visits 

1 

4 
6 
7 

5 
1 


5 


13 


24 


Deformities  of  feet 

Flat  feet  ^ 

Equino  varus.  . * 

Hallux  valgus  • • • • • • 1 

Hypertrophy  great  toes  . . • • — 

Cavus  deformity  . . • • • • 3 

Eversion  . • • • • • • * ^ 

Adduction  deformity  terminal  phalanges  12 


13 
1 

2 

1 

4 

14 


39 

2 

3 

2 

6 

7 

37 


33  35  96 


Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints  

Perthe’s  Disease  1 "7  ~ 

Osteogenesis  imperfecta  ....  ~ { J 

Old  rickets  ..••••••  , 

T.B.  Joints  . . • • • • • • __  _ _ 

1 3 9 


Nervous  Diseases 
Diplegia 
Hemiplegia 
Monoplegia 

Sequelae  to  poliomyelitis 
Muscular  dystrophy 


5 3 15 

2 9 15 

— 1 1 

3 7 18 

— 1 1 

10  21  50 


Postural  defects 

Scoliosis 

Lordosis 

Defective  posture 


1 2 8 

4 1 9 

2—3 

7 1 20 
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Post-rachitic  Deformities 
Knock  knees 
Bow  legs 


Miscellaneous 
Exostosis 
Shortening  of  leg 
Webbed  fingers 
Webbed  toes 
Old  fractures 
Pains  in  feet. . 
Accessory  bone 
Paralysis  foot 
Effusion  knee 
Wasting  arm 
Synotosis 
Tibial  torsion 
Plantar  fascitus 
Nil  abnormal 


11 

18 

39 

3 

1 

7 

14 

19 

46 

2 

2 

7 

1 

2 

6 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

5 

1 

9 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

2 

27 

5 

39 

42 

15 

78 

Appliances 

11  school  children  were  recommended  appliances;  11  were  supplied. 
2 pre-school  children  were  recommended  appliances;  2 were  supplied. 

Alterations  to  shoes  (valgus  wedges)  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  as  follows: — 

Education  . . . . . . 61  cases 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . . 37  cases 


Treatment 

The  children  attending  the  orthopaedic  clinic  receive  any  necessary 
surgical  treatments  in  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  while  appliances 
necessary  are  also  supplied  through  the  hospital  service. 

The  Local  Authority  employs  a qualified  physiotherapist  who  devotes 
her  time  between  the  “Cedars”  Special  School  for  Physically  Handicapped 
Children,  the  loicey  Road  Open  Air  School  and  the  Greenesfield  Health 
Centre,  giving  individual  attention  to  the  children.  Her  report  is  formally 
included  in  the  report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  the  physiotherapist,  a remedial  gymnast 
gives  seven  sessions  per  week  for  treatment,  both  individual  and  in  classes, 
at  the  Greenesfield  Health  Centre.  Most  of  these  children  are  of  school 
age,  but  in  1956,  3 pre-school  children  suffering  from  fractures  and  one 
suffering  from  a foot  deformity  received  the  special  exercises. 

14,  Health  Education 

In  a Borough  like  Gateshead,  with  an  industrial  population,  the 
method  of  health  education  must  be  a personal  one.  One  must  avoid 
wasting  time  on  preaching  to  the  converted,  and  at  the  same  time  make 
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sure  that  elementary  lessons  are  inculcated  into  other  elements  of  the 
community.  In  this  type  of  educational  work,  the  health  visitors  are 
perhaps  the  chief  agents  of  the  local  authority.  They  certainly  can  make 
ithe  main  claim  in  the  success  of  various  immunisation  schemes.  Their 
propaganda  continues  all  the  time.  The  use  of  health  exhibition  stands  with 
materials  supplied  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  high- 
lights various  topics  from  time  to  time.  Birthday  cards  are  used  to  reinforce 
the  personal  propaganda  by  the  health  visitors  for  the  immunisation  of 
children.  The  journal  Better  Health  is  distributed  free  of  charge  to  mothers 
attending  the  Corporation  Clinics. 

In  1956,  a special  effort  was  made  to  bring  out,  free  of  charge,  a guide 
to  the  health  and  social  services  of  the  Borough.  Some  2,000  copies  of  this 
booklet,  very  attractively  got  up,  were  received  for  distribution  to  the 
people.  These  have  not  been  handed  out  indiscriminately,  but  will  be 
given  out  in  small  numbers  over  a fairly  long  period.  Many  doctors  and 
other  persons  have  expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  booklet  concerned. 

The  special  mass  x-ray  survey  of  the  people  of  Gateshead  was  a joint 
venture  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  its  chest  physicians  and  its 
radiography  units,  and  by  the  local  Authority.  The  Local  Authority  contri- 
buted a considerable  sum  towards  the  cost  of  the  propaganda  by  leaflets, 
posters  and  other  measures  towards  making  a success  of  the  campaign. 

15.  Problem  Families 

(Report  by  Dr.  M,  B.  Flerbst) 

The  problem  families  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  means  described  in 
previous  reports,  the  primary  aim  always  being  to  keep  the  family  to- 
gether by  all  possible  means. 

These  families  are  a matter  of  great  concern  to  the  health  visitors  who 
give  the  preliminary  reports  on  them;  the  home  help  supervisor  then  calls 
and  arranges  for  a special  home  help  to  be  put  into  the  house.  The  home 
help  cleans  up  the  home  with  the  assistance  of  both  the  father  and  mother, 
taking  her  shopping  and  showing  her  how  to  do  her  household  tasks  the 
best  way  and  how  to  balance  her  weekly  budget.  The  help  is  gradually 
withdrawn  as  the  mother  makes  progress  and  finally  only  an  occasional 
visit  is  made  unexpectedly  to  see  that  standards  are  being  maintained. 

Many  families  have  done  very  well,  but  in  dealing  with  this  type  of 
family  there  are  bound  to  be  some  failures. 


C.  LOCAL  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

(Part  IV  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act) 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Local  Executive  Council, 
I am  able  to  furnish  the  following  information  about  the  Council  Service 
for  the  financial  year  ending  March,  1957 : — 
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1.  General  Medical  Service 

110,591  persons  were  registered  on  the  lists  of  doctors  in  the  area, 
which  represents  a decrease  of  546  on  the  corresponding  figure  of  last  year. 
Altogether  there  were  86  doctors  on  the  medical  list,  of  whom  43  reside  in 
and  have  surgeries  in  Gateshead.  Only  38  of  these  are  fully  active. 

The  average  number  of  persons  on  the  resident  doctors’  lists  is 
2,980.  Including  full-time  assistant  doctors,  this  average  is  reduced  to 
2,831.  The  area  continues  to  be  classified  as  “open”  for  the  purpose  of 
admission  of  new  doctors  to  the  medical  list. 

In  the  obstetric  list,  32  resident  doctors  of  the  Borough  have  been 
included,  and  955  women  received  maternity  medical  attention  during 
1956.  In  500  cases  the  doctor  was  present  at  the  confinement  and  792 
patients  received  the  full  maternity  service.  In  163  cases  either  ante-natal 
care,  including  attendance  for  miscarriages  or  post-natal  care  only  was 
given. 

The  amounts  paid  to  doctors  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957, 
were  as  below : — 

£ 

Capitation  payments  . . . . . . . . 93,966 

Additional  “loadings”  . . . . . . 19,157 

Temporary  residents  ..  ..  ..  ..  818 

Maternity  medical  services  . . . . . . 6,691 

Hardship  and  Supplementary  Annual  Payments  345 
Balance  Payments  for  Previous  Years  . . 9,711 

130,688 


2.  Pharmaceutical  Services 

There  were  29  chemists’  shops  under  agreement  to  dispense  medicine 
drugs  and  scheduled  appliances,  and  4 contractors  supplying  surgical 
appliances  (2  situated  outside  the  Borough).  The  total  payments  to 
chemists  in  the  year  (including  rota  payments)  was  £127,670,  and  there 
were  550,860  prescriptions.  The  average  cost  per  prescription  was  4/10. Id. 
The  amount  paid  by  patients  amounted  to  £17,647. 

3.  Dental  Services 

There  were  24  dentists  on  the  list  with  three  full-time  and  two  part- 
time  assistants.  The  cost  of  this  service  during  1956  was  £61,655  in  addition 
to  £16,132  paid  directly  by  the  patients. 

4.  Ophthalmic  Service 

Seven  ophthalmic  medical  practitioners  and  30  ophthalmic  opticians 
were  under  agreement  with  the  ophthalmic  services  committee  to  test 
sight  and  dispense  glasses.  One  dispensing  optician  is  also  under  contract 
with  the  Council.  Four  of  the  ophthalmic  medical  practitioners,  18  (six 
premises)  of  the  ophthalmic  opticians  and  the  dispensing  optician  practise 
outside  the  Borough.  The  cost  of  sight  testing  amounted  to  £9,208  as 
against  £8,461  in  the  previous  year. 


57 


During  the  year,  11,925  pairs  of  glasses  were  approved  for  supply  as 
follows: — 7,973  were  prescribed  a single  pair  of  glasses,  703  bifocal 
glasses,  3,006  two  pairs  of  glasses  and  241  single  lenses  to  one  pair.  Bifocal 
glasses  and  an  additional  pair  were  supplied  in  2 cases. 

41  persons  have  applied  to  opticians  to  have  glasses,  previously  sup- 
plied to  them  under  the  National  Health  Service,  repaired  or  replaced.  In 
12  of  these  cases,  the  Ophthalmic  Services  Committee  was  satisfied  that  the 
breakage  or  loss  was  due  to  personal  carelessness  and  no  charge  fell  on 
public  funds,  apart  from  7 cases  which  were  allowed  on  the  grounds  that 
payment  would  involve  the  applicant  in  financial  hardship.  707  school 
children  applied  for  replacement  or  repair  of  their  glasses,  which  was 
approved  in  307  cases.  During  the  year,  the  Committee  decided  to  use  its 
powers  under  the  Regulations  to  recover  from  the  Local  Education 
Authority  the  cost  of  replacement  or  repair  of  the  glasses  of  400  school 
children  where  there  was  evidence  of  lack  of  care  on  the  part  of  the  pupil. 

The  amount  paid  from  public  funds  for  the  supply,  repair  and  replace- 
ment of  glasses  amounted  to  £11,807,  of  which  sum  £253  was  recovered 
from  the  Local  Education  Committee.  Charges  paid  by  patients  amounted 
to  £12,904. 

1,087  sight  tests  were  given  to  children  of  school  age  and  under  at  the 
Greenesfield  Health  Centre  by  the  Ophthalmologists,  Mr.  H.  Vernon 
Ingram  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Arkle. 

D.  OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES 
1.  School  Health  Service  and  Clinks 

In  Gateshead,  the  treatment  arrangements  for  children  of  school  age 
and  under  have  been  unified  so  that  minor  ailments,  ophthalmic,  ortho- 
paedic, dental  and  artificial  sunlight  treatment  is  available  to  children 
under  15  years  of  age. 

For  the  purposes  of  making  the  survey  of  the  local  health  services 
comprehensive,  the  following  statistics  of  the  annual  report  on  the  school 
medical  services  are  included.  School  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  numbered  17,366.  Of  these,  5,082  were  submitted  to  routine 
medical  examination  on  entrance,  at  11  years  of  age,  and  on  leaving. 
56.3  per  cent,  of  the  parents  of  children  examined  by  routine  were  present 
at  the  inspection.  The  nutrition  of  the  children  examined  at  school  medical 
inspection  was  assessed  as  good  in  97.78  per  cent,  of  the  children,  a 
satisfactory  figure  for  Gateshead.  1,097  children  attended  the  minor 
ailments  clinic,  868  school  children  were  prescribed  spectacles  for  errors 
of  refraction,  but  the  waiting  list  for  ophthalmic  investigations  at  the  end 
of  the  year  numbered  63  names.  The  orthoptic  service,  which  was  started 
in  1948,  continued  during  the  year,  when  325  children  received  treatment. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  three  special  schools  under  the  Local 
Authority,  the  Joicey  Road  Open  Air  School  with  149  children,  the  Cedars 
Special  School  for  Physically  Handicapped  Children  with  38  pupils  (15 
resident),  and  the  Hindley  Hall  Special  Residential  School  lor  Education- 
allv  Subnormal  Children  with  43  pupils. 
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2.  Gateshead  Dispensary 

In  the  case  of  the  Gateshead  Dispensary,  a clinic  for  the  treatment  of 
psychosomatic  conditions  has  been  carried  on  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Hall,  since  the 
appointed  day  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  I am  indebted  to 
Dr.  Hall  for  permission  to  include  the  following  extract  from  his  report  on 
the  work  of  the  clinic : — 


No.  of  patients  treated  during  the  year 

50 

No.  of  new  patients 

No.  of  men 

No.  of  women 

19 

31 

26 

Conditions  treated 

Men 

Women 

Anxiety 

10 

9 

Asthma 

3 

3 

Stammer 

2 

2 

Epilepsy 

1 

— 

Sex  troubles 

2 

— 

Hysteria 

— 

2 

Blood  pressure 

— 

2 

Menopausal  depression 

— 

2 

Depression 

— 

4 

Migraine 

— 

2 

Skin  trouble 

— 

1 

Enuresis 

— 

1 

Drug  addict 

1 

Obsessions 

— 

2 

Inadequate  . . 

— 

1 

11  patients  were  treated  with  hypnosis  and  5 patients  treated  with  gas. 
There  was  encouraging  success  in  the  treatment  of  Asthma,  there  being  two 
successeses  in  this  field.  Success  means  no  attacks  for  twelve  months.  One 
case  of  en  uresis,  a girl  18  years  old,  was  cured. 
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PART  III 

PREVENTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF  DISEASE 
A.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  summary  presents  the  information  relating  to  the 
prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  as  known  to  the  Health  Department  in 
1956: — 


j 

Diseases 

Cases 
notified 
or  other- 
wise known 

Removed 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Corrected 
No.  of 
Cases 

Deaths 

Deaths 

in 

Isolation 

Hospital 

0 

Notifiable 

Scarlet  fever 

217 

106 

199 

1 

Whooping  cough 

362 

22 

356 

— 

, 

i 

Diphtheria 

. . — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3] 

Measles 

246 

1 

246 

— 

— 

0 

i 

Acute  primary  and 
influenzal  pneumonia 

255 

204 

221 

55 

9 

i] 

Meningococcal  infection 

4 

26 

3 

1 

— 

0 

[ 

Acute  poliomyelitis : 
Paralytic  . . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

i 

Non-paralytic 

i 

2 

— 

— 

— 

0 

I 

Acute  encephalitis: 
Infective 

9 

2 

10 

I 

Post-infective 

. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Dysentery 

138 

7 

141 

— 

— 

q 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

. . — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ii 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

29 

1 

29 

— 

— 

c 

Enteric  fevers 

, . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

n 

Erysipelas 

20 

9 

17 

— 

— 

w 

Scabies 

46 

— 

46 

— 

— 

C 

Food  poisoning 

30 

4 

31 

— 

— 

JJ 

1 

Tuberculosis: 

Respiratory 

244 

98 

244 

18 

1 

I 

Meninges  or  C.N.S. 

3 

6 

3 

1 

— 

) 

Other 

17 

12 

17 

1 

— 

0 

E 

Non-notifiabie 

Pemphigus  neonatorum 

i 1 

Glandular  fever 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

ri 

Chicken  pox 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

j] 

Mumps 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Infective  hepatitis 

! 

J 

— 

— 

— 

u 

Rubella 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Gastro-enteritis 

28 

28 

— — 

4 

1 

i 

Dysentery  carriers  . . 

109 

— 

— 

— 

— 

U 

Salmonella  carriers  . . 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ti 

Ringworm : scalp 

. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

body 

10 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

j. 

Jaundice 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

In  1956,  1,564  verified  cases  of  notifiable  disease  came  to  notice,  as 
compared  with  3,097  cases  in  the  previous  year.  The  marked  difference  is 
due  to  the  non-prevalence  of  measles  during  1956. 

In  this  area,  the  principal  features  were  the  presence  of  rubella  in  the 
spring,  mumps  in  the  last  quarter,  infectious  hepatitis  in  May  and  June, 
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a fairly  wide-spread  prevalence  of  mild  diarrhoea  in  June  in  the  Wrekenton 
area,  and  the  beginning  of  a measles  visitation  in  December.  Although 
there  was  no  overt  prevalence  of  poliomyelitis,  there  was  a number  of 
cases  diagnosed  in  hospital  to  belong  to  the  class  of  virus  encephalomyelitis. 
From  one  of  these  cases,  an  ECHO  virus  was  ultimately  isolated  in  1957. 

1.  Notifiable  Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever 

This  disease  was  slightly  more  prevalent  during  1956,  but  nevertheless 
there  was  no  change  in  the  low  virulence  of  the  infecting  organism.  Most 
of  the  cases  were  uncomplicated,  and  perhaps  only  half  were  removed  to 
hospital.  This,  of  course,  was  necessary  because  of  the  poor  housing  condi- 
tions of  some  of  the  infected  families  in  Gateshead. 

Whooping  Cough 

This  disease  was  moderately  prevalent  during  the  year,  and,  on  the 
whole,  of  less  than  usual  virulence.  There  were,  fortunately,  no  deaths  from 
the  disease. 

Diphtheria 

No  case  of  true  diphtheria  was  met  with  during  the  year. 

Measles 

Only  2,46  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  these 
occurred  mainly  in  the  last  month,  during  which  there  were  signs  of  the 
onset  of  a typical  measles  epidemic  lasting  about  six  months,  with  its  acme 
n April. 

Pneumonia  and  Influenza 

Although  there  were  5 deaths  ascribed  to  influenza,  epidemic  influ- 
enza appeared  to  be  absent. 

There  were  55  deaths  ascribed  to  pneumonia,  of  wlrch  9 occurred  in 
the  isolation  hospital.  Of  these  deaths,  12  were  infants,  one  a 1-year  old, 
one  an  adult,  10  middle-aged  adults  and  31  persons  over  65  years. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

A large  number  of  cases  were  sent  to  hospital  under  the  diagnosis  of 
meningococcal  infection,  but  only  in  3 cases  was  the  diagnosis  verified. 
In  one  of  these,  death  occurred  due  to  the  toxaemic  variety. 

Poliomyelitis 

In  1956,  the  presence  of  acute  poliomyelitis  was  ascribed  to  4 patients, 
but  in  only  one  case  was  this  diagnosis  correct.  This  was  a child  who 
suffered  from  convulsions,  neck  stiffness,  abnormal  C.S.F.  and  who 
became  asphyxiated  during  a convulsion.  She  was  noted  to  have  little 
respiratory  movement  and  accordingly  installed  in  an  iron  lung.  She  was 
given  artificial  respiration  in  the  lung  for  about  18  hours,  but  in  spite  of 
this  measure  she  never  recovered  consciousness,  and  died. 


Encephalitis 

A number  of  cases,  10  in  all,  came  to  light,  in  whom  the  diagnosis  was 
considered  to  be  some  form  of  virus  infection  of  the  central  nervous 
system.  The  illness  affected  some  10  patients  outside  the  Borough,  as 
well  as  the  10  noted  to  have  occurred  within  the  Borough.  Most  of  them 
had  been  admitted  to  Sheriff  Hill  Hospital  for  observation  and  treatment. 
Broadly,  in  this  area  the  illness  followed  a fairly  benign  course.  If  the  child 
whose  death  is  reckoned  to  be  a poliomyelitis  death  was  not  indeed  a 
true  case  of  poliomyelitis,  it  might  well  fit  in  with  the  group  of  virus 
encephalitis  cases.  In  passing,  it  may  be  said  that  one  other  child  was  left 
as  a sequel  with  a loss  of  vision,  which  lasted  some  five  or  six  months  and 
in  the  end  was  recovered  completely. 

These  Tyneside  cases  ranged  between  1 i months  and  59  years  in  age, 
n and  there  were  never  two  patients  from  a single  household,  so  that  the 
; infectivity  of  the  disease  was  low.  The  cerebro-spinal  fluid  usually  showed 
a high  cell  count  and  a fairly  normal  sugar  and  protein  count.  Unlike  the 
outbreaks  reported  elsewhere,  such  as  the  Nottingham  outbreak,  no 
specific  rash  was  seen  in  any  of  the  Gateshead  cases.  With  the  exception  of 
x the  child  dealt  with  under  the  heading  of  poliomyelitis,  all  the  children 
u made  a perfect  recovery  with  unimpaired  health. 

' Dysentery 

The  number  of  cases  that  came  to  light  during  1956  was  141,  which  is 
practically  half  the  total  of  the  previous  year.  It  does  not  mean,  however, 
x!  that  all  the  cases  of  dysentery  were  ascertained,  because,  quite  frankly,  it 
must  be  noted  that  we  only  catch  up  with  one  tenth  of  the  actual  dysentery 
: cases  in  the  community,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Sonne  Dysentery  bacilli 
seem  to  be  on  the  whole  fairly  mild.  This  great  prevalence  of  dysentery  is  a 
mystery.  It  reflects  a low  standard  of  personal  hygiene  among  many 
persons  in  the  community  and  yet  the  disease  seems  to  spread  even  in 
circles  where  hygiene  is  impeccable. 

ft  Enteric  Fever 

No  genuine  case  of  typhoid  or  paratyphoid  fever  occurred  in  the 
Borough  during  1956. 

Erysipelas 

Some  17  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified,  nearly  all  of  these  being  of 
i the  spontaneous  or  idiopathic  variety,  where  the  rash  affected  the  face. 

Scabies 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  scabies,  all  the  cases 
of  which  were  treated  at  home.  Scabies  is,  of  course,  a notifiable  disease 
within  the  County  Borough. 

2.  Nonunotiliable  Diseases 

Information  concerning  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  not 
statutorily  notifiable  came  through  the  records  of  the  isolation  hospital 
and  from  the  reports  of  school  attendance  officers,  and  of  other  officers  in 
the  health  department. 
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Infective  hepatitis,  mumps  and  rubella  occurred  during  the  year,  and 
there  was  also  a prevalence  of  some  acute  dysenteric  infection  in  the 
Wrekenton  and  Beacon  Lough  area,  the  cause  of  which  was  probably 
Salmonella  Typhimurium,  as  judged  from  the  number  of  cases  that  were 
sampled. 

28  cases  of  gastro-enteritis  were  admitted  to  the  local  isolation  hospital 
from  the  Borough,  and  there  was  one  death  of  an  infant.  There  were  3 
other  deaths  in  the  area  ascribed  to  this  cause. 

Ringworm  of  the  scalp  was  absent  from  the  area,  but  a small  number 
of  cases  of  ringworm  of  the  body  were  notified  in  the  spring. 

Sickness  Claims 

Sickness  claims  are  returned  from  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance 
Office  to  this  department.  The  average  number  of  weekly  claims  ranged 
from  900  in  the  end  of  February  to  350  in  the  middle  of  August.  Broadly, 
however,  the  average  number  of  weekly  claims  ranged  between  350  and 
500  during  the  year,  the  exceptional  months  being  the  first  two,  when  the 
number  of  weekly  claims  did  not  fall  below  650,  and  on  the  other  hand 
reached  a high  level  in  the  last  week  of  February. 

3.  Supervision  of  Contacts 

Contacts  of  infectious  disease,  particularly  of  intestinal  infections, 
are  kept  under  surveillance  until  observation  and  bacterial  testing  shows 
them  to  be  non-infective.  Altogether,  109  dysentery  and  20  salmonella 
carriers  were  supervised  during  the  year,  most  of  these  being  asymptomatic. 

Infestation  and  Uncleanliness 

As  mentioned  before,  verminous  infestation  of  the  body  is  now  rare  in 
Gateshead,  except  in  aged  people  living  alone  and  in  need  of  care  and 
attention.  Verminous  infestation  of  the  scalp  among  school  children 
continues  to  be  all  too  common.  Much  effort  is  devoted  by  the  health 
visiting  and  school  nursing  staff  towards  clearing  up  this  condition  in 
children,  but  unfortunately  the  children  are  often  re-infected  by  older 
members  of  the  household  who  are  not  subject  to  the  same  degree  of 
inspection.  The  powers  of  the  Education  Act  to  deal  with  infested  children 
were  not  used  during  1956. 

B.  SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING  AND  SALMONELLOSIS 

In  accordance  with  regulations  the  following  return  was  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Flealth: — 

1.  Local  Authority  Gateshead  County  Borough.  Year  1956. 

2.  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  ( Corrected ) Returned  to  Registrar  General. 


Is?  2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Quarter  Quarter 

Quarter 

Quarter 

2 19 

8 

2 

3.  Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents 

Total 

Total 

Outbreaks 

Cases 

1 

2 

Total 

31 
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* Outbreaks  due  to : — 


(a)  Chemical  Poisons 

(b)  Salmonella  Organism— S.  Typhimurium  (Suspected  Vehicle: 

Icc  Crc^m 2) 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxin) 
id)  Cl.  botulinum 

{e)  Other  bacteria 


4.  Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause. 


Total  Total 

Outbreaks  Cases 

Nil  Nil 

5.  Single  Cases 

Agent  Unknown 

identified  Cause  Total 

29  — 29 


Sal.  Organisms 

S.  Typhimuruim  . . . . 26 

S.  Enteritidis  . . . . 1 

S.  San  Diego  . . . . i 

Staphylococcus  aureus  . . 1 


In  addition  there  were  8 cross-infections 
of  Salmonella  Heidelberg  in  hospital, 
which  occurred  in  6 infants  and  two 
cadet  nurses. 


Among  the  contacts  were  discovered  the  following  symptomless 
excretors : — 


S.  Typhimurium  . . . . 17 

S.  Enteritidis  . . . . 3 

Shig.  Sonnei  . . . . 4 


Salmonella  Infections 

Salmonella  Typhimurium  continues  to  be  the  important  organism 
in  the  local  incidence  of  food  poisoning.  As  frequently  explained,  this 
organism  is  behaving  exactly  like  the  Sonne  Dysentery  bacillus,  and  spreads 
between  the  human  race  and  between  the  human  race  and  other  animals 
very  much  in  the  same  way  as  dysetnery  among  the  humans.  Even  in 
hospital,  cross-infection  has  led  to  illness  in  junior  members  of  the  staff, 
and  in  other  patients  during  the  year,  with  the  detention  of  two  individuals, 
both  suffering  from  Salmonella  Heidelberg  infection. 

It  is  rather  remarkable  that  when  the  contacts  of  intestinal  infections 
are  sampled,  one  can  find  Salmonella  Typhimurium  and  Sonne  Dysentery 
alternating  in  the  stools  of  an  otherwise  healthy  subject. 

Salmonella  Typhimurium 

A single  outbreak,  involving  two  cases,  and  26  individual  illnesses 
were  related  to  Salm.  Typhimurium,  and  are  to  be  regarded  as  incidents  in 
the  marked  endemic  infestation  of  the  population  with  salmonella. 

In  May,  a man  of  51  sickened  on  the  22nd  simultaneously  with  his 
daughter,  aged  12.  On  the  previous  day,  both  of  these  had  had  ice  cream 
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purchased  at  the  coast.  The  man’s  wife  and  a son  showed  no  symptoms,  butt  j| 
the  entire  household  showed  the  presence  of  S.  Typhimurium  when  the  i! 
outbreak  was  first  investigated.  The  mother,  in  this  case,  worked  part-time ; j 
at  a general  dealer’s  shop. 

Besides  this  pair  of  cases,  26  other  examples  of  infection  by  S.  Typhi-- 1 
murium  came  to  light  at  different  times  during  the  year.  In  each  case,  the? 
contacts  were  examined  and  a great  number  of  them  showed  the  presence  of 
the  organism. 

An  example  of  the  difficulties  that  one  contends  with  in  this  field  is; 
provided  by  an  8-month  old  infant  who  was  admitted  to  hospital  on  the? 
8th  September,  1956,  and  whose  father,  mother,  brother  and  sister  all 
produced  Sonne  Dysentery  bacilli  in  the  faeces  and  no  Typhimurium. 

Salmonella  Enteritidis 

A boy,  aged  3,  sickened  on  the  21st  April  with  sickness  and  diarrhoea,, 
but  all  the  other  four  members  of  the  family  who  ate  the  same  food 
suffered  no  illness  at  all.  A sample  of  faeces  taken  from  the  patient  yielded] 
S.  Enteritidis,  as  did  samples  from  the  boy’s  father,  mother  and  brother, 
none  of  whom  showed  any  symptoms. 

Salmonella  San  Diego 

On  18.12.56,  “W.H.”,  an  adult  woman  who  was  undergoing  ortho- 
paedic treatment  in  hospital,  suffered  from  diarrhoea.  Specimens  of  faecess 
submitted  were  found  to  contain  Salmonella  San  Diego,  and  the  patientt 
was  at  once  removed  to  an  isolation  ward.  Although  this  patient  appearss 
to  have  been  infected  in  hospital,  no  trace  of  the  source  was  ever  dis- 
covered and  the  other  patients  and  staff  in  the  ward  were  found  to  be  freee 
of  infection.  It  is  suspected  that  possibly  a cake  eaten  in  hospital  was  thee 
source  of  the  patient’s  infection. 

Staphylococcus  aureus 

A child  aged  7 months  had  a 3-weeks  history  of  recurring  bouts  oft 
diarrhoea  and  vomiting  after  whooping  cough.  A sample  of  her  faecess 
taken  on  4.6.56  was  reported  to  contain  Staphylococcus  aureus  on  8.6.56,. 
by  which  time  the  patient  was  virtually  better.  This  child’s  parents  weree 
perfectly  healthy. 

S.  Heidelberg  Infection 

As  already  mentioned,  a child  admitted  from  outside  the  Borough  into:) 
the  local  isolation  hospital  cross-infected  six  patients  and  2 other  junioir 
members  of  the  staff.  This  child  became  a chronic  carrier  of  Salmonella 
Heidelberg. 

C.  TUBERCULOSIS 

(Report  of  Dr.  S.  D.  Rowlands, 

Consultant  Chest  Physician,  Gateshead) 

Chest  Clinic 

Clinics  for  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  other  chest! 
diseases  have  been  held  daily  throughout  the  year.  It  is  the  practice  now  tcJ 
see  all  new  cases  at  the  Chest  Clinic  in  Whinney  House  Hospital  and  to 
follow-up  the  old  cases  at  the  Greenesfield  House  Clinic. 
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During  the  year  a total  of  622  clinics  (317  Greenesfield  Chest  Clinic 
and  305  Whinney  House  Chest  Clinic)  were  held  and  the  following  cases 
seen: 


New  patients— 938  (excluding  patients  attending  for  an  x-ray  only) 
Total  attendances  (Greenesfield  Clinic)  . . . . 7,029 

Total  attendances  (Whinney  House  Clinic)  . . 2,242 


1 . New  Cases 

During  1956  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  added  to  the 
register  was  262  (242  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  20  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis).  There  was  thus  a sharp  increase  compared  with  the  past 
two  years  and  this  can  be  attributed  to  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  survey 
of  the  town  which  took  place  in  April  to  June,  and  which  resulted  in  the 
finding  of  76  new  cases,  of  which  29  were  sputum  positive.  With  the 
elimination  of  these  cases  from  the  reservoir  of  unknown  infectors  no 
doubt  we  will  reap  the  benefit  during  the  coming  years  (see  infra  for 
special  report). 

Of  the  newly  notified  cases  6 pulmonary  notifications  were  subse- 
quently cancelled  as  wrongly  diagnosed,  and  78  old  patients  (34  males, 
28  females  and  16  children)  were  discharged  as  recovered.  In  addition,  82 
patients  left  the  district  and  21  others  were  removed  from  the  register  for 
various  reasons. 


New  notifications  with  notification  rates  during  the  past  decade  are  as 
follows: — 


Incidence  rates 


Year 

No.  of  new 

cases 

per  1,000  population 

All 

forms 

P.T. 

O.T.D. 

Total 

P.T. 

O.T.D. 

1947 

237 

34 

111 

2.08 

0.29 

2.37 

1948 

232 

47 

279 

2.01 

0.41 

2.42 

1949 

250 

30 

280 

2.17 

0.26 

2.43 

1950 

220 

41 

261 

1.9 

0.35 

2.25 

1951 

227 

38 

265 

1.97 

0.33 

2.30 

1952 

243 

28 

271 

2.12 

0.24 

2.36 

1953 

255 

42 

297 

2.24 

0.37 

2.61 

1954 

200 

25 

225 

1.76 

0.22 

1.98 

1955 

161 

28 

189 

1.42 

0.24 

1.66 

1956 

236 

20 

256 

2.1 

0.17 

2.27 

As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  there  were,  at  the  end  of  the  year  in 
Gateshead,  63  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  who  had  been  infectious 
within  the  past  6 months  and  94  known  to  have  been  infectious  at  some 
time  during  the  year.  464  other  patients,  who  had  at  one  time  a positive 
sputum,  are  now  negative. 

Of  the  known  recently  infectious  cases  all  have  had  or  are  having 
treatment  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  30  were  still  in  hospital. 
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2.  Contacts 

During  the  year  1858  contacts  (882  new  and  976  old)  were  examined. 
Of  these  29  (10  males,  7 females  and  12  children)  were  found  to  be  tuber- 
culous and  notified;  21  were  still  under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year 
and  the  remainder  were  free  from  any  evidence  of  active  disease. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  persuade  all  contacts  to  attend  for  examina- 
tion, even  those  outside  the  immediate  family  circle.  X-ray  clinics  are  held 
daily  at  Whinney  House  Hospital  for  this  purpose,  or  they  can  attend  at 
the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  in  Newcastle.  Child  contacts  are  usually 
tuberculin  tested  first  and  any  positive  reactors  referred  for  x-ray. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  health  visitor  attached  to  the  Chest  Clinic  to 
ascertain  the  namesand  addresses  of  all  contacts  and  give  them  x-ray 
appointment  cards.  Any  failing  to  attend  are  subsequently  followed  up  by 
the  general  staff  of  health  visitors.  Although  the  follow  up  of  contacts  has 
been  improving  in  recent  years,  there  are  still  too  many  who  fail  to  attend. 
It  is  intended  to  set  up  a 100  mm.  X-ray  Unit  in  the  Greenesfield  Clinic 
during  the  coming  year  which  will  provide  for  day  and  evening  sessions, 
when  it  is  hoped  that  more  contacts  (and  members  of  the  general  public 
if  they  wish)  will  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  offered. 

3.  Deaths 

The  number  of  persons  certified  as  having  died  from  tuberculosis 
continues  to  decline  steadily. 

During  1956  the  Registrar  General’s  return  for  tuberculosis  deaths  in 
Gateshead  was  20 : 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 

Males  . . 11  Males  . . 1 

Females  . . 7 Females  . . 1 

18  2 


This  is  again  a new  low  record.  Actually  32  notified  cases  died  during 
the  year,  the  difference  of  12  being  due  to  death  from  a cause  other  than 
tuberculosis. 

The  death  rates  were : — 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  . . . . 0.16  per  1,000 

Other  tubercular  diseases  . . 0.017  per  1,000 

Total  (all  forms)  . . . . 0.177  per  1,000 

These  rates  compare  with  those  for  England  and  Wales  for  1956  as 
follows : — 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  . . . . .109  per  1,000 

Other  tuberculosis  . . . . .012  per  1,000 

Total  (all  forms)  . . . . . . .121  per  1,000 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  deaths  and  death  rate  for  the  past 
10  years; — 


GATESHEAD 


ENGLAND  Sc  WALES 


ALL  FORMS 


PULMONARY 


AIL  FORMS 


PULMONARY 


NON  PULMONARY 


PULMONARY 


County  Borough  of  Gateshead 
TUBERCULOSIS 

DEATH  RATES  per  1,000  population 
1911  - 1956 

ite  per 

1,000 


V 
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Death  Rates 


Total  Deaths 

per  1,000  population 

All 

Forms 

Year 

P.T. 

O.7.D. 

Total 

P.T. 

O.T.D. 

1947 

93 

17 

110 

0.81 

0.15 

0.96 

1948 

99 

18 

117 

0.86 

0.15 

1.01 

1949 

91 

10 

101 

0.79 

0.087 

0.87 

1950 

64 

11 

75 

0.55 

0.09 

0.64 

1951 

47 

11 

58 

0.41 

0.09 

0.5 

£ 1952 

45 

4 

49 

0.39 

0.03 

0.42 

£ 1953 

29 

3 

32 

0.25 

0.02 

0.27 

: 1954 

38 

4 

42 

0.33 

0.035 

0.36 

1955 

23 

2 

25 

0.203 

0.017 

0.220 

1956 

18 

2 

20 

0.16 

0.017 

0.177 

The  age  distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  is  given  in  the  appended 

table: — 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

N on-pulmonary 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 

1 a ige 

Periods 

Males  Females 

Males  Females 

Males  Females  Males  Females 

0-1 

A 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

1-5 

5-10 

4 

7 

2 

5 

1 





— 1 



10-15 

3 

7 

1 

2 

— 

— — 

— 

i 15-20 

20 

15 

2 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

C 20-25 

11 

25 

2 

4 

— 

— — 

— 

I 25-35 

33 

43 

3 

3 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 35-45 

21 

10 

3 

1 

3 

1 _ 

— 

45-55 

22 

10 

1 

1 

1 

2 — 

— 

i 55-65 

17 

4 

1 

— 

2 

1 — 

— 

65  and  up 

15 

4 

— 

• — 

3 

2 

— 

Totals 

153 

125 

14 

11 

11 

7 1 

1 

The  above  figures  include  all  primary  notifications  and  also  others 
reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  the  following  sources : — 


(a) 

Local  registrar 

Pulmonary 

tuberculosis 

4 

Other 

tubercular 

Diseases 

(b) 

Registrar  General 

. . — 

1 

(c) 

Posthumous 

2 

— 

id) 

Inward  transfers 

30 

4 

(e) 

Outward  transferable  deaths 

— 

— 

4.  Domiciliary  Visiting 

All  first  visits  to  newly  notified  cases  are  made  by  the  chest  clinic 
health  visitor  who  makes  careful  note  of  all  circumstances  in  the  home  and 
the  number  of  contacts,  who  are  advised  to  attend  for  x-ray  examination 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Subsequent  visits  are  made  by  the  appropriate  health  visitor  employed 
by  the  Corporation,  in  whose  district  the  patient  resides.  These  health 
visitors  have  particulars  of  all  tuberculosis  patients  residing  in  their  area 
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and  it  is  their  duty  to  visit  each  one  at  least  bi-annually  and  especially  to 
follow-up  any  patient  who  is  not  keeping  clinic  appointments.  Theii 
reports  are  made  in  triplicate,  one  being  filed  in  the  patient’s  clinical 
record,  one  to  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  the  other  remaining  in 
their  own  possession. 

During  the  year  245  first  visits  and  1,154  revisits  were  made  to  tuber- 
culosis patients. 

In  addition,  the  Chest  Physicians  made  42  special  domiciliary  visits. 

From  the  housing  reports  of  new  patients,  the  following  facts  were 
elicited: — 

75  occupied  a separate  bedroom. 

19  occupied  a separate  bed  with  others  in  the  room. 

159  occupied  the  same  bed  as  other  members  of  the  family. 

16  cases  lived  in  1 room. 

41  cases  lived  in  2 rooms. 

87  cases  lived  in  3 rooms 

70  cases  lived  in  4 rooms. 

39  cases  lived  in  over  4 rooms. 

Thus  84.58%  lived  in  houses  having  4 rooms  or  less. 

There  has  been  no  improvement  in  re-housing  tuberculosis  patients 
and  there  is  still  no  priority  (apart  from  the  granting  of  an  extra  9 points 
for  this  disease)  for  tuberculous  families.  During  the  year  18  families  were 
provided  with  council  houses  which  goes  a very  little  way  in  tackling  the 
problem  of  providing  satisfactory  accommodation  for  every  case  of 
tuberculosis. 

5.  Treatment 

The  treatment  of  tuberculosis  cases  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

V 

The  number  of  Gateshead  residents  given  institutional  treatment 
during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table 


Table  of  Admissions,  Discharges  and  Deaths 

In  on  1st  in  0i 

day  of  year  Admitted  Discharged  Died  day  of 


M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

4 

Whinney  House  Hospital 

22 

8 

— 

64 

43 

■ — - 

64 

43 

— 

6 

1 



16 

* 

i 

Holywood  Hall  Hospital 

3 

1 

— 

16 

— 

— 

16 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Gateshead  Children’s  Hospital 

— 

— 

6 

— - 

— 

6 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Poole  Sanatorium 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Seaham  Hall  Sanatorium 

5 

3 

— 

3 

9 

— 

8 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* 

Stannington  Sanatorium 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

19 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 - 

Whickham  Cottage  Hospital 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wooley  Sanatorium 

12 

6 

— 

69 

43 

— 

69 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

t\ 

Sheriff  Hill  I.D.  Hospital 

9 

2 

2 

61 

72 

— 

53 

72 

2 

2 

— 

— 

15 

/* 

i 

Normans  Riding  Hospital 

21 

7 

— 

93 

93 

— 

98 

95 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15 

t 

Barrasford  Sanatorium 

— 

— 

— 

10 

3 

— 

9 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

75 

27 

21 

316 

263 

25 

319 

266 

27 

9 

1 

— 

63 

2 

69 


6.  After-Care  and  Rehabilitation 

The  close  liaison  between  the  chest  clinic  and  the  Disablement 
Resettlement  Officer  has  continued.  All  persons  deemed  ready  to  resume 
work  are  referred  to  him  and  usually  admitted  to  Felling  Rehabilitation 
Unit  before  starting  work.  Several  patients  were  admitted  directly  after 
leaving  hospital  having  been  seen  personally  by  the  Disablement  Re- 
settlement Officer  while  undregoing  treatment.  In  this  way  no  time  is  lost 
in  getting  patients  back  to  remunerative  employment  as  quickly  as  possible 
which  is  the  essence  of  successful  management  of  the  case.  During  the 
year  71  patients  were  referred  and  he  was  able  to  place  48  in  suitable 
employment.  Of  these,  28  were  admitted  to  Felling  Rehabilitation  Unit 
for  preliminary  build-up. 

There  has  not  yet  been  any  addition  to  Remploy  and  no  facilities  are 
offered  for  the  admission  of  any  infectious  case  of  tuberculosis.  It  is, 
therefore,  still  quite  impossible  to  find  work  for  this  type  of  patient  al- 
though many  could  do  some  part-time  work. 

The  After-Care  Sub-Committee  of  the  Health  Committee  have  con- 
tinued to  provide  help  for  such  cases  referred  to  them  and  provide  assist- 
ance in  many  different  forms. 

7.  B.C.G.  Vaccination 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  has  continued  to  be  offered  to  all  tuberculin 
negative  reactors  among  tuberculosis  contacts,  especially  in  children,  and 
very  few  refusals  have  been  encountered. 

In  addition,  the  School  Medical  Service  has  been  tuberculin  testing  ali 
school  children  in  the  14  year  age  group  and  offering  B.C.G.  vaccination 
to  negative  reactors. 

During  the  year  215  tuberculosis  contacts  were  vaccinated,  together 
with  23  members  of  the  hospital  staffs. 

8.  Special  Mass  Radiography  Unit  Survey  in  Gateshead.  April- June,  1956 
: X-ray  Examination 

Three  units  operated  throughout  the  period  and  another  two  units 
vwere  used  for  3 weeks  only. 

The  total  number  x-rayed  was  35,121  or  43.9%  of  the  population 
aged  12  years  and  over.  This  total  consisted  of  4,214  x-rayed  at  the  schools, 
12,548  in  industry  and  18,359  at  public  sessions. 

Case  finding 

Out  of  the  above  cases  x-rayed  a total  of  76  persons  were  subsequently 
c notified  to  be  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  29  of  whom  were 
open  infectious  cases.  In  addition,  another  256  were  found  to  have 
abnormal  signs  in  their  chests  and  were  further  investigated. 

Of  the  76  new  cases  found,  59  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  treatment 
£ and  15  were  treated  in  their  own  homes. 
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As  a result  of  contact  examination  of  the  family  of  the  76  new  cases,  a 
further  2 cases  were  found,  each  being  the  husband  of  the  infected  case. 


In  spite  of  the  low  percentage  of  the  population  who  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  to  have  a chest  x-ray,  it  would  appear  to  have  been  j 
worthwhile  to  have  this  survey.  The  elimination  of  76  cases  from  the 
unknown  pool  of  possible  infectors  must  have  a favourable  influence  on 
the  spread  of  tuberculosis  in  the  town.  One  wonders,  however,  how  many 
more  cases  there  must  be  among  the  other  56%  who  were  not  x-rayed. 


9.  The  following  table  gives  a general  resume  of  the  cases  seen  and  dealt 
with  at  the  Chest  Clinic  during  1956 : — 


Respiratory  N on-respiratory 


Totals 


M. 


F.  Ch.  M. 


F.  Ch. 


M. 


F.  Ch. 


<( 


A.  1.  Number  of  notified  cases 
of  T.B.  on  clinic  register 


on  1st  January,  1956 

2.  Transfers  from  clinics  un- 

539 

453 

142 

37 

40 

49 

576 

493 

191 

der  H.M.C’s.  or  B.G’s. 
during  the  year 

11 

15 

1 

3 

1 

14 

16 

1 

3.  Children  transferred  to 

adults  during  the  year 

4.  Cases  lost  sight  of  which 

6 

7 

— 

1 

2 

— 

7 

9 

returned  to  clinic  during 
the  year 

8 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

9 

4 

B.  Number  of  New  cases  diag- 

[ 

nosed  as  tuberculosis  during 
the  year 

V 

T.B.  MINUS 

65 

56 

27 

9 

8 

3 

74 

64 

30 

T.B.  PLUS 

60 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

60 

34 

Totals  of  A and  B 

689 

569 

170 

51 

51 

52 

740 

620 

222 

C.  Number  of  cases  in  A and  B 

written  off  clinic  register 
during  the  year 
(1)  Recovered 

28 

25 

13 

6 

3 

3 

34 

28 

16 

(2)  Died  (all  causes) 

(3)  Removed  to  other  H.M.C. 

21 

7 

— 

— 

1 

— 

21 

8 

or  B.G.  clinics 

39 

31 

8 

2 

1 

1 

41 

32 

9 

(4)  Children  transferred  to 

adults  during  the  year 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

16 

(5)  Other  reasons 

9 

3 

4 

4 

— 

1 

13 

3 

5 

Total  of  C 

97 

66 

38 

12 

5 

8 

109 

71 

46  1 

D.  1.  Number  of  notified  cases 

of  T.B.  on  clinic  register 
on  31st  December,  1956 

592 

503 

132 

39 

46 

44 

631 

549 

17651 

2.  Number  of  above  known 

to  have  had  a positive 
sputum  within  preceding 
six  months 

44 

19 

— 

— 

— 

44 

19 

71 

Respiratory 


M. 


Ch. 


. Number  of  persons  (ex- 
cluding transfers)  first 
j examined  during  the  year 
i Number  of  those  in  (a) 
who  attended  as  contacts 
who  were : 

[1)  Diagnosed  as  tuber- 
culous 

2)  Not  tuberculous 

3)  Not  determined  (as 
at  31st  December, 
1956) 


10 


> nber  of  patients  on  clinic 
Ester  awaiting  admission 


.B.  Institution 


N on-respiratory 


Totals 


~~ — Grand 

M.  F.  Ch.  M.  F.  Ch.  Total 


569  548  657  1774 


7 

197 

12 

538 

— 

- — — 

10 

97 

7 

197 

12 

538 

29 

832 

4 

15 

— 

— — 

2 

4 

15 

21 

— 

— 

— 



— 





_ 

i -'tiding  contacts 


9271 


2.  No.  of: 

Specimens  of  sputum  examined 

S.  D.  ROWLANDS, 

Consultant  Chest  Physician. 


2349 


L>.  VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Return  relating  to  Gateshead  Cases 
treated  at  Ward  34,  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  1956 

Conditions 
other  than 

Syphilis  Gonorrhoea  Venereal  Totals  1956  1955  1954  1953  1952 


M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  Total 


under  treatment 
ovation  on  1st  Janu- 

6 87  117  6 1 9 4 102  122  224  234  260  265  285 

• . — . — — 


es,  returned  — — — — — — — — — 24  10  5 4 

: 

Jses: 

Bilis: 

Imary  — — — — — — — — — 1 1 — 1 

iondary  — — — — — — — — — — — 2 — 

tent,  1st  year 

infection  — — — — — — — — — — — 2 1 

|b  1 6 — — — — 1 6 7 10  20  12  17 

ngenital  1 1 — — — — 1 1 2 — — 5 1 

norrhoea  — — 13  5 — — 13  5 18  18  31  50  30 

It  chancre  — — — — — — — — — — 1 — — 

ler  venereal  — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

vti-venereal  — — — — 94  41  94  41  135  159  197  212  228 

editions  undiagnosed 

it  31.12.56  — — — — — — — — — 1 — — — 
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Conditions 
other  than 

Syphilis  Gonorrhoea  Venereal  Totals  1956  1955  1954  1953 


M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  Total 


Cases  tranferred  from 
other  areas 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

10 

IOC 

Totals 

90 

124 

20 

6 

103 

45 

213 

175 

388 

449 

530 

563 

Cases  discharged  after  cure 

5 

8 

15 

4 

87 

37 

107 

49 

156 

205 

249 

270'C 

Cases  ceasing  attendance 
before  completion  of  treat- 
ment 

4 

4 







— 

4 

4 

8 



2 

1 

No.  of  cases  under  treat- 
ment or  observation  who 
died  from  the  disease 

From  other  causes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

4 

3 

1 

4* 

Defaulters 

1 

6 

C 

Cases  transferred  to  other 
centres  or  to  private  prac- 
titioners 

1 



2 







3 

. 

3 

10 

32 

19' 

Cases  under  treatment  on 
31.12.56 

80 

112 

3 

2 

16 

8 

99 

122 

221 

227 

234 

260 

Totals 

90 

124 

20 

6 

103 

45 

213 

175 

388 

449 

530 

563 

No.  of  attendances  for 
medical  treatment 

1362 

1437 

2799 

2779 

3686 

370( 

No.  of  attendances  for 
intermediate  treatment 

V 

70 

— 

70 

41 

252 

274> 

W.  V.  MACFARLANE,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Physician  in  Charge. 
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PART  IV 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES 
V.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (Section  47) 

Twenty-one  persons  were  referred  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
'or  possible  action  under  the  above  Act. 

Information  as  to  the  cases  was  received  from  the  family  practitioner, 
he  Welfare  Services  Department  and  a relative.  In  16  cases  the  necessary 
certificates  were  issued,  and  in  9 cases  the  urgency  certificate  under  the 
Amendment  Act,  1951,  was  also  given.  As  a result,  two  persons  entered 
Fountain  View  Welfare  Hostel  voluntarily;  13  persons  were  removed  to 
die  hostel  and  one  to  Bensham  General  Hospital  on  magistrates’  orders. 

Of  the  remaining  5 cases,  one  was  admitted  to  Bensham  Hospital,  one 
vas  removed  to  Sheriff  Hill  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  while  his  person 
)imd  bedding  were  cleansed,  and  three  were  referred  for  further  observation. 

The  follow-up  of  the  14  cases  compulsorily  removed  shows  that  two 
died  (1  in  hospital  and  1 in  the  hostel),  1 was  discharged  to  the  care  of 
i relatives,  1 was  discharged  to  her  own  home  under  supervision,  9 remained 
/oluntarily  and  1 was  still  detained  under  the  terms  of  the  original  order. 

Of  the  3 cases  referred  for  further  observation,  1 was  admitted  to 
rospital,  1 entered  Fountain  View  voluntarily  and  the  third  was  killed  in 
i street  accident. 

8.  WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  R.  A.  Haysom,  Director  of  Welfare 
services,  I am  able  to  reproduce  the  following  tables  relative  to  the  status 


he  blind  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Registered  Blind  Persons  . . 

118 

156 

274 

Persons  in  Residential  Accommodation : 

Fountain  View 

6 

12 

18 

Beacon  View 

— 

— 

-f— 

Bensham  General  Hospital 

— 

1 

1 

6 

13 

19 

Children  aged  under  16  years 

Educab.e 

4 

3 

7 

Uneducable  . . 

. . — 

— 

— 

4 

3 

7 



— 

— 

Occupation  of  Employed  Persons 

Workshops  for  the  Blind : 

Basket  workers 

4 

— 

4 

Mattress  makers 

1 

— 

1 

Brush  makers  . . 

5 

— 

5 

Sewing  machinists 

— 

— 

— 

Mat  makers 

6 

— 

6 

Ships  fender  makers  . . 

— 

1 

— 

Machine  knitter 

. . 

1 

16 


1 


17 
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Males 

Females 

Total 

Otherwise  employed : 

Piano  tuners 

1 

1 

Telephone  operators  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Open  employment 

4 

• • • •  *  1 2 

3 

7 

Shopkeepers 

• • • • 1 

— 

1 

8 

3 

11 

Physically  and  Mentally  Defective  and  Disordered 
Mentally  disordered  . . . . . . — 

Mentally  defective  . . 

3 

1 

4 

Physically  defective 

10 

17 

27 

Deaf  without  speech 

2 

3 

5 

Deaf  with  speech 

5 

5 

10 

Hard  of  Hearing 

9 

12 

21 

29 

38 

67 

So  far  as  school  children  are  concerned,  3 males  and  1 female  have  I 
been  ascertained  to  be  blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  These  are 
having  special  education  in  schools  for  the  Blind. 

The  additional  information  required  by  the  Minister  of  Health  in  his  ! 
circular  dealing  with  the  annual  report  for  1953  is  given  in  the  following 
tables : — 

Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  Persons 

Cause  of  Disability 


Retrolental 

Cataract  Glaucoma  fibroplasia  Others 


1)  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect  of 
which  para.  7(c)  of  Forms 
B.D.8  recommends: — 

(a)  No  treatment  ....  1 1 — 11 

(b)  Treatment  (medical,  sur- 
gical or  optical)  ....  14  3 — 2 9 


15  4 


(2)  Number  of  cases  at  (1)(6) 
above,  which,  on  follow-up 

action,  have  received  treatment  4 2 


Follow-up  of  Registered  Partially  Sighted  Persons 

Cause  of  disability 


Retrolental 

Cataract  Glaucoma  Fibroplasia 


(1)  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect  of 
which  para.  7 (c)  of  Forms 
B.D.  8 recommends : 

(a)  No  treatment  ....  2 

(b)  Treatment  (medical,  sur- 
gical or  optical)  ....  4 


6 


(2)  Number  of  cases  at  (1)(6) 
above  which,  on  follow-up 
action,  have  received  treatment  2 


13 


1 


? 


[ 


- 


Others 


4i 

I 

27 

6 


2 
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Epileptics  and  Spastics 

The  following  is  the  known  position  so  far  as  epileptics  are  concerned 
.1  Gateshead. 

There  are  five  known  epileptics  among  the  pre-school  children. 

Among  school  children  there  are  2 epileptics  having  special  education 
i a residential  school  and  6 who  are  attending  ordinary  school.  One 
oileptic  child  is  awaiting  admission  to  a residential  school.  There  are  3 
aileptic  mentally  defective  children,  all  ineducable,  who  are  not  at  school 
tall. 

So  far  as  adolescents  and  adults  are  concerned,  it  appears  that  36  males 
nd  13  females  are  registered  as  epileptic  persons,  a total  of  49.  Of  this 
Dtal  8 men  and  1 woman  are  unemployed,  5 are  employed  at  the  Remploy 
actory  and  the  remainder  are  employed  at  ordinary  occupations. 

The  position  in  regard  to  “spastic”  persons  is  that  in  the  pre-school 
apulation,  there  are  two  known  cases. 

Among  the  school  population  22  are  known  and  13  are  having 
education  in  “The  Cedars”  Special  School,  3 are  having  education  in  the 
ercy  Hedley  School,  4 attend  ordinary  school  and  one  is  not  at  school 
;wo  children  of  school  age  are  notified  as  being  ineducable  due  to  mental 
Tectiveness. 

“Spastics”  in  the  adult  population  are  apparently  not  catered  for. 
here  are  three  such  persons  known  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  Resettle- 
ent  Officer,  one  of  whom  is  in  full  employment.  Two  others  are  regis- 
red  as  disabled. 

. PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT 

21  persons  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  poisons  listed  in  Part  II  of 
e Poisons  List,  and  these  were  supervised  on  behalf  of  the  Councl  by 
e Pharmaceutical  Society’s  Inspector,  who  has  reported  that  the  pro- 
osions  of  the  Act  were  adhered  to  in  all  cases. 

!.  SUPERANNUATION  ACTS 

64  persons  (37  males  and  27  females),  were  examined  for  new  appoint- 
ments with  the  Gateshead  Local  Authority.  Under  the  modified  scheme 
r manual  workers  employed  by  the  Local  Authority,  121  persons  were 
amined  (88  males  and  33  females).  3 males  were  examined  in  connection 
i th  appointments  with  other  authorities. 

9 corporation  workers  were  examined  with  regard  to  their  fitness  to 
3tire  on  the  grounds  of  ill-health  under  the  modified  superannuation 
rdieme,  and  one  employee  was  examined  in  regard  to  surrender  of  part  of 
isperannuation  allowance. 

7 employees  absent  from  work  were  examined  with  a view  to  a report 
l ing  presented  to  the  Council  regarding  the’r  fitness. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

W.  Anthony  Mears 

In  submitting  my  tenth  and  last  annual  report,  after  having  served  the. 
Council  for  over  37  years  in  the  capacity  of  Public  Health  Inspector,  the 
last  9 years  as  Chief  Inspector,  I wish  to  express  my  very  sincere  apprecia- 
tion and  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their r 
loyal  service  and  co-operation  and,  in  particular,  I would  thank  the  Deputy  * 
Chief  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  P.  Lavender,  who  has  well  merited  the  position  hee 
will  now  hold  as  my  successor.  May  I too  express  my  very  deep  gratitudee 
to  a friend  and  colleague,  Dr.  James  Grant,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  his  help  and  confidence  particularly  during  my  years  as  Chief  of  the  .5 
Department. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  both  pride  and  disappointment  that  I look  back*, 
over  the  years  from  1919  when  on  leaving  H.M.  Forces  as  a young  man' 
full  of  enthusiasm  I joined  the  staff  at  Gateshead  as  an  Inspector.  Pride  at 
the  number  of  improvements  that  have  been  effected  during  that  time  as- 
a result  of  the  efforts  of  this  department  i.e.  better  housing  conditions,, 
slum  clearance,  privy  conversions,  food  hygiene  and  smoke  abatement 
each  of  which  must  surely  have  contributed  to  the  well-being  of  the  public,-, 
and  sad  at  the  slow  tempo  of  the  work  and  the  vast  amount  that  still! 
remains  to  de  done  in  these  and  other  matters. 

During  the  year  one  District  Inspector  resigned  to  take  up  a position 
with  a neighbouring  authority  leaving  the  Department  short  of  three 
inspectors  which  position  remained  unchanged  despite  several  advertise-: 
ments  in  an  endeavour  to  fill  the  vacancies.  Three  pupil  inspectors  were, 
recruited  during  the  year  which  assisted  in  the  execution  of  routine  work.. 
One  cannot  however  refrain  from  feeling  some  grave  concern  at  thee 
continued  dearth  of  qualified  inspectors  and  the  serious  repercussions  due 
to  this  state  of  affairs  that  could  arise  in  the  inability  to  carry  out  those 
duties  that  are  so  essential  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  public. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  ( Change  of  Designation)  Act , 1956  received  the. 
Royal  Assent  on  August  2nd,  1956,  and  has  the  effect  of  changing  the^ 
designation  from  Sanitary  Inspector  to  Public  Health  Inspector. 

A.  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  town  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  reservoirs  of  the  New- 
castle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company.  The  main  supply  is  upland  surfaced 
water  from  large  catchment  areas  in  the  Cheviots  where  the  principal  imi 
pounding  reservoir  is  at  Catcleugh,  the  remainder  coming  from  reservoir* 
in  the  North  Tyne  Valley  at  Colt  Crag,  Hallington  and  Whittle  Dene  Areass 

All  the  water  supplied  to  Tyneside  by  the  Company  passes  througi 
Whittle  Dene  works  where  there  are  five  large  and  two  small  reservoirs 'll 
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These  sources  are  above  suspicion  but  the  water  is  subject  to  filtration  and 
chlorination  prior  to  being  piped  to  service  reservoirs  and  mains. 

The  lower  parts  of  Gateshead  are  supplied  by  gravitation  from  depots 
it  Whittle  Dene,  whilst  a pumping  station  raises  the  water  for  the  higher 
marts  of  thte  town  to  two  reservoirs  at  Beacon  Lough  (520  ft.)  and  Carr 
Hill  (450  ft.). 


The  Water  Company’s  monthly  statement  of  "Water  in  Store” 
[expressed  in  terms  of  million  gallons  is  shown  below.  Days  supply  is  based 
on  the  average  daily  reduction  of  28  million  gallons. 


Million 

Days 

Gallons 

supply 

January 

3,061 

109 

February  . . 

4,184 

149 

March 

4,623 

164 

April 

4,426 

158 

May 

3,956 

141 

June 

3,528 

125 

July 

3,310 

118 

August 

3,085 

110 

September 

5,102 

182 

October  . . 

4,999 

178 

November  . . 

4,569 

162 

December 

4,017 

144 

(1)  The  water  supply  in 

the  whole  area 

is  satisfactory  in  quality  and 

quantity. 

(2)  Regular  examinations  were  made  of  the  water  going  into  supply. 

(3)  There  is  very  little  chance  of  plumbo-solvent  action  in  the  public 

water  supply. 

(4)  Practically  all  supplies  are  direct  to  the  34,424  houses  with  a 

population  of  1 1 1 ,900,  of  these  there 

are  1,813  where  the  supply  is 

not  inside  the  house. 

(5)  Twelve  samples  were 

taken  for  bactierological  examination  and 

twelve  for  chemical  analysis. 

A specimen  result  of  the  tests  of  the  piped  supply  from  the  Water 

Company  is  given  below. 

Parts  per 

Bacteriological  Examination  Plate 

Chemical  Examination 

Million 

Count  Colonies  per  ml. 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180°C.  . . 

164 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

19.5 

Free  Ammonia 

Trace 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.04 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

0.30 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs.  at  80 °F.) 

2.0 

rotal  Hardness 

94 

Permanent  Hardness  . . 

19 

remporary  Hardness  . . 

75 

Coliform  baccilus 

Lead  and  Copper 

None 

per  100  ml.  . . 1 

aon 

0.1 

Appearance  and  Colour 

Pale  Yellow 

(Hazon  degrees  10) 

and  clear 

Smell  and  Taste 

Satisfactory 

Microscopical  Examination 

of  deposit 

Satisfactory 

AH.  Value  7.2 
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B.  SEWERAGE,  DRAINAGE  AND  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATIONS 

No  major  works  of  sewerage  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Water  carriage  is  the  system  throughout  the  Borough  with  thfi 
exception  of  a few  isolated  houses  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  whenr 
sewers  are  not  available. 

C.  RIVER  POLLUTION 

The  River  Tyne  continues  to  be  polluted  by  crude  sewage  from  thi 
and  other  riparian  authorities  with  results  that  have  been  criticised  add 
versely  in  previous  annual  reports  but  without  results  to  date. 

D.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  C.  S.  Culley,  m.inst.p.c.,  Cleansing  Super 
intendent,  for  a summary  of  the  year’s  work, 

1.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

No.  of  Dust  bins  and  dry  boxes  in  the  Borough — approx.  37,000. 

During  the  year,  a regular  weekly  collection  of  House  and  Trad 
refuse  was  maintained,  and  it  is  estimated  that  1,972,000  calls  were  mad 
for  dust  bins  and  dry  boxes  from  all  classes  of  premises. 


The  refuse  collected  was  utilised  to  reclaim  disused  land  and  quarries* 
and  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  43,881  tons  were  disposed  of  at 
follows: — 


Farnacres  Tip 
Urpeth Tip. . 
Wrekenton  Tip 
Shuttles  Tip 


10.993  tons 
10,835  tons 
1 8,529  tons 
3,524  tons 


Throughout  the  period  the  refuse  collected  has  been  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping,  and  hitherto  derelict  plots  of  land  are  being  reclaimeej 
for  use  as  sports  grounds. 


2.  Dust  Bins 

1,209  defective  bins  were  replaced  by  British  Standard  Dust  Bins  fror 
the  stocks  of  this  Department,  by  sales  to  local  property  owners  an<i( 
Corporation  departments,  during  the  year. 


3.  Street  Cleansing 


The  roads  and  streets  of  the  Borough,  of  which  there  are  approxi 
mately  134  miles  (plus  back  lanes),  were  regularly  cleansed,  and  thi 
quantity  of  street  sweepings  collected  amounted  to  6,070  tons,  which  wat 
disposed  of  as  follows : — 


Farnacres  Tip 
Urpeth  Tip 
Wrekenton  Tip 
Shuttles  Tip 


4,108  tons 
914  tons 
923  tons 
125  tons 


Two  modern  mechanical  sweeper  collectors,  and  an  average  of  3: 
men  per  day  were  employed  on  this  work. 
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. Street  Gullies 

Approximately  7,300  gullies  were  emptied,  cleansed  and  resealed 
t monthly  intervals  or  less,  during  the  year,  by  two  modern  vehicle 
mounted  machines.  These  machines  can,  when  necessary,  be  used  for 
treet  watering,  and  pressure  washing,  sewer  flushing  and  cesspool 
emptying. 

o.  Salvage 

During  the  year,  276  tons  of  re-usable  material,  valued  at  £2,566  was 
alvaged  and  returned  to  industry  as  raw  materials.  There  is  a heavy 
lemand  for  scrap  metal,  and  the  present  intake  will  not  meet  the  require- 
nents  of  the  Steel  Industry. 


E.  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  water  at  both  Mulgrave  Terrace  and  Shipcote  Swimming  Baths  is 
;aken  from  the  Town  Supply  and  in  each  case  is  subject  to  continuous 
filtration  and  chlorination  treatment. 


Four  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  all  of 
r which  were  found  satisfactory. 

F.l  INSPECTIONS  AND  NOTICES 
Complaints  received  and  dealt  with : — 


General  defects 

2,061 

Absence  of  water  supply 

1,696 

Rodent  Infestation 

391 

Dustbins 

115 

4,263 


Sanitary  Inspection — Notices  Issued 

Notices  were  served  upon  the  owners,  agents  and  tenants  requiring 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  repairs  to  dwellings,  drains,  sanitary 
conveniences,  etc. 


Informal  Notices 


Public  Health  Act,  Housing  Act  and  Gateshead  Corporation  Act 


No.  of  notices  served 
No.  of  notices  complied  with 
No.  of  notices  superseded  by  statutory  notices 


1,400 

1,661 

112 


Statutory  Notices 


Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  9 
No.  of  notices  served 
No.  of  notices  complied  with 
No.  of  notices  passed  to  Borough  Surveyor  under 
Section  10 

No.  of  notices  carried  out  in  default 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

(a)  Section  75 — Dustbins 

No.  of  Notices  served 

No.  of  Dustbins  provided  by  Owners 

No.  of  Dustbins  supplied  by  Corporation  in  delault 


94 

87 

15 

6 


119 

83 

41 
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(i b ) Sections  39,  83,  89  and  93 
No.  of  notices  served 
No.  of  notices  complied  with 


Summary  of  Inspectors’  Visits  and 

Inspections 

Public  Health  Act t 1936 
Infectious  Diseases 

257 

Nuisances 

366 

Water  Supplies 

, , 

334 

Drainage 

, , 

1,018 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . . 

30 

Offensive  Trades 

32 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

25 

Refuse  Disposal 

• • 

384 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

# # 

62 

Infested  Premises 

158 

Public  Conveniences  . . 

2 

Schools  . . 

5 

Places  of  Entertainment 

80 

Public  Houses  (Section  89) 

128 

Miscellaneous 

90 

Housing  Act,  1936 

Closing  and  Demolition  Orders 

268 

Slum  Clearance 

1,747 

Overcrowding 

. , 

8 

Repairs  and  Rents  Act 

. , 

135 

Defects  and  Repairs 

. . 

7,972 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

10 

Food  and  Drugs  Act , 1955 

Meat  Inspection 

Food  Inspection 

. . 

12 

. . 

259 

Shops 

, , 

392 

Stalls  and  Vehicles 

# # 

1 

Restaurants 

62 

Fish  Fryers 

, , 

89 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

. . 

38 

Ice  Cream  Shops  and  Factories 

60 

Food  Factories 

73 

Public  Houses  . . 

127 

Knackers  Yard 

# # 

2 

Food  Sampling 

, . 

620 

Food  Poisoning 

307 

Factories  Act 

Factories 

126 

Outworkers 

* # 

42 

31 

31 


2,971 


10,140 


2,042 


168 


Merchandise  Marks  Act  . . 0 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  4 

Rag  Flock,  etc..  Act  . . . . 18 

Pet  Animals  . . . . . . 7 


Shops  Act  . . . . . . 98 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act  . . 94 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  623 


Total  Inspections  16,165 

Total  Visits  . . 15,274 
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,3.  Places  of  Public  Entertainment 


4 


In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  dated  25th  August, 
1920,  all  places  of  Public  Entertainment  in  the  Borough,  comprising  two 
theatres,  twelve  cinemas,  three  billiard  halls  and  thirty-one  premises 
licensed  for  music,  dancing  and  singing  have  been  inspected  periodically 
involving  80  visits  to  such  premises  during  the  year. 


For  the  purpose  of  the  Authorities  responsible  for  the  licensing  of 
rthe  premises  certificates  as  to  the  sanitary  conditions  were  issued  and 
^reports  were  made  to  the  appropriate  authorities.  Certificates  of  satis- 
factory conditions  were  issued  in  respect  of  the  two  theatres,  eleven  of  the 
cinemas,  two  of  the  billiard  halls  and  thirty  other  premises.  In  respect  of 
the  remaining  one  cinema,  one  billiard  hall  and  one  other  premises, 
certificates  were  issued  conditional  upon  the  execution  of  certain  works 
required  for  the  maintenance  of  proper  sanitary  conditions. 


The  general  standard  of  maintenance  of  premises  used  for  public 
r entertainment  is  satisfactory,  general  repairs,  cleansing  and  decoration 
being  carried  out  by  the  licensees  readily  upon  request. 


. 4.  Offensive  Trades 

There  are  seven  offensive  trades  authorised  to  operate  in  the  Borough 
shown  below.  Regular  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made  particu- 
larly those  where  foodstuffs  were  prepared  or  handled. 

Fat  Melter  . . . . . . 1 

Tallow  Melters  and  Blood  Driers  1 

Marine  Store  Dealers  . . . . 3 

Tripe  Preparer  . . . . . . 1 

Hide  and  Skins  . . . . . . 1 


. 5.  Burial  Act,  1857 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

6.  Knackers  Yard 

The  following  animals  and  carcases  were  disposed  of  at  Dobson’s 
4 Knackers  Yard,  South  Shore  Road.  The  premises  were  satisfactorily 
$ conducted. 


Horses  and  Ponies 

. . 376 

Cows 

. . 396 

T.B.  Cows  (T.B.  Order) 

2 

Other  Bovines 

. . 329 

Sheep 

1 

Pigs 

— 

1,104 

7.  Shops  Act,  1950,  Section  38 

Routine  inspections  of  shops  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  in- 
volved 490  visits  to  31 1 shops  and  the  following  matters  were  dealt  with 
ventilation,  temperature,  sanitary  accommodation,  water  supply  and 
washing  facilities,  drainage,  cleansing  and  disinfestation,  general  repairs 
and  hot  water  supply  installed  in  food  shops. 
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8.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

Two  formal  samples,  one  of  fertiliser  and  one  of  feeding  stuffs,  were, 
taken  by  the  inspectors  for  analysis  by  the  Agricultural  Analyst. 

In  the  case  of  the  sample  of  fertiliser,  the  statutory  statement  was 
found  to  be  inaccurate. 

In  the  case  of  the  sample  of  feeding  stuff  it  was  found  on  analysis  to 
be  satisfactory. 

In  the  case  of  the  inaccurate  statement  respecting  the  fertiliser,  letters 
of  caution  were  sent  to  the  manufacturer  and  vendor,  and,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Ministry,  where  a fertiliser  or  feeding  stuff  had  been 
manufactured  in  another  district,  the  Inspector  under  the  Act  for  that 
district  was  notified  and  co-operated. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  is  kept  informed  of 
all  sampling  under  the  Act  and  the  results  thereof  by  means  of  the  Quar- 
terly Reports  on  Form  B.  491/CC. 

9.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Constant  activities  for  the  destruction  of  rodents  in  sewers  and  else- 
where were  continually  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Although  bi-annual  treatments  of  the  sewerage  systems  of  the  town 
over  a period  of  some  10  or  12  years  had  very  considerably  reduced  the 
rat  population  in  the  sewers  a position  appeared  to  have  been  reached, 
where  this  population  had  become  static  at  a degree  of  infestation  which! 
could  not  be  complacently  accepted  as  an  irreducible  minimum  so  that  a; 
change  of  tactics  appeared  to  be  indicated. 

To  that  end,  though  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  an  experiment,  a 
different  method  was  adopted,  utilising  the  information  acquired  b> 
previous  treatments  as  to  the  areas  of  grosser  infestation,  by  concentrating 
upon  those  areas  during  a limited  period  of  treatment  which  was  repeated 
at  an  interval  of  3 months  instead  of  6 months  using  a variation  in  the  baits 
and  poisons  followed  by  a further  combined  survey  and  treatment  tc 
locate  focal  points  for  concentrated  treatment  to  be  repeated  at  an  ever 
shorter  interval  of  6 weeks.  The  results  of  these  changes  in  the  method  of 
attack  will  not  be  apparent  until  next  year  at  least  and  are  awaited  witf 
interest. 

Whilst  the  estimated  kill  of  rats  in  sewers  shows  an  increase  for  thin 
year  over  previous  years,  1,243  as  against  an  average  of  1,060  for  the  lass 
five  years  it  may  be  that  this  indicates  not  so  much  an  increase  in  the  ra 
population  as  better  results  from  more  effective  methods. 


Number  of  Sewer  manholes  in  the  Town 
Number  of  test  baits  and  pre-baits  laid  in  manholes 
Number  of  poison  baits  laid  in  manholes 
Number  of  poison  baits  taken 
Estimated  kill  of  rats  in  sewers 


2,000  approx. 


1,928 

446 

373 

1,243 
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The  number  of  complaints  received,  infestations  found  and  treat- 
unents  carried  out  for  dwelling  houses  and  other  premises  shown  in  the 
I table  below  indicates  little  change  from  previous  years.  As  anti-coagulents 
tare  used  mainly  the  number  of  rodents  destroyed  cannot  be  even  approxi- 
mately estimated  although  it  can  be  stated  that  the  methods  employed  are 
ilargely  successful  in  clearing  premises  of  infestations. 


Rodent  Control  in  Surface  Premises 


[Type  of  Premises 

L ocal 
Authority 
Premises 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business 
and  Other 
Premises 

Totals 

r 

Number  of  Complaints  of 
Infestations.. 

35 

277 

70 

382 

b 

Number  of  infestations  found 
by  inspection  of  premises : 

(a)  Rats 

17 

75 

53 

145 

(b)  Mice  . . 

21 

226 

24 

271 

r 

Number  of  treatments  of 
premises  by  Local  Authori- 
ty’s Rodent  Operators 

38 

258 

58 

354 

4. 

Number  of  premises  treated  by 
Occupiers  . . 

_ 

43 

19 

62 

10.  Disinfestation  of  Verminous  Premises 

Details  of  the  types  of  premises  where  disinfestation  work  has  been 
carried  out  for  various  kinds  of  infestations  is  shown  below.  There  is  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  numbers  of  premises  treated,  partly  due  to  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  tenants  removed  from  unfit  houses  and  partly 
silue  to  more  use  being  made  of  the  facilities  available  for  this  purpose. 


Premises  treated  for  Cockroaches 


Council  houses 

11 

Private  Houses 

11 

Hospitals 

19 

Other  premises 

10 

— 

51 

Premises  treated  for  Bugs  and  Other  Vermin 

Council  houses 

5 

Private  houses 

67 

Other  premises 

2 

74 

— 

Furniture  disinfested  on  removal  to  Council 

houses 

44 

44 

169 

.11.  Atmospheric  Pollution 

ID  epos  it  Gauges 

The  readings  of  the  three  deposit  gauges  for  1955  and  1956  are  shown 
below : 
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Deposit  tons  Mean  Average  Tons 

Site  of  Gauge  per  square  mile  per  square  mile 

1955  1956 


Corporation  Yard 

Month 

23.73 

26.30 

Year 

284.75 

315.68 

1955 

1956 

Shipcote 

Month 

19.78 

21.82  Month 

18.67 

20.21 

Year 

237.34 

261.84  Year 

224.13 

242.47 

Sheriff  Hill  Hospital 

Month 

12.52 

12.49 

Year 

150.29 

149.91 

1955 

1956 

Estimated  weight  of  deposit  on  the  Borough- 

—Tons  per  month 

130.73 

141.47 

Estimated  weight  of  deposit  on  the  Borough- 

—Tons  per  year 

1,568.78 

1,697.64 

The  estimated 

amount 

of  deposit  that  fell  during 

1956  : 

shows  an 

increase  on  that  for  1955  probably  due  to  the  exceptionally  bad  weather 
during  the  Summer. 

Air  pollution  from  residential  areas  (as  shown  in  Shipcote  District) 
continues  to  be  substantial.  The  creation  of  smoke  control  areas  under  the. 
Clean  Air  Act  will  surely  reduce  to  passable  limits  the  fouling  of  the  air 
we  breathe.  This  will  only  be  possible  when  a plentiful  supply  of  smokelesss 
fuel  is  available  or  heat  can  be  derived  from  other  sources  but  this  latter 
would  appear  to  be  still  a flight  of  fancy. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

The  passing  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  was  another  stride  forward  im 
the  procuring  of  clean  air.  Much  hard  work  and  increased  staffs  will  bee 
required  but  in  due  time  the  effect  will  surely  be  a cleaner  air  which, i. 
together  with  improved  homes  and  food,  can  only  result  in  better  health. 

12.  Infectious  Diseases 

257  visits  were  made  to  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  to  thea 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Housing  conditions,  means  of  isolation,  milF 
supply,  etc.,  were  inquired  into. 

13.  Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948 

The  Register  of  Factories  required  to  be  kept  by  the  District  Counci 
in  accordance  with  Section  8(3)  of  the  Act  of  1937  has  been  revised  aftei 
comparison  with  the  lists  of  factories  kept  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
and  shows  a total  of  448  factories  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year 
of  which  428  are  factories  in  which  mechanical  power  is  used  and  20  an 
factories  in  which  mechanical  power  is  not  used.  There  are  also  3 otlie 
premises  used  as  warehouses,  etc. 

Defects  and  contraventions  found  during  the  course  of  inspection! 
were  readily  remedied  by  the  factory  occupiers  upon  their  attention  beim 
drawn  to  such  and  in  23  cases  written  notices  were  sent  to  occupiers. 

Notices  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  in  respect  of  33 
factories  in  the  Borough  relating  to  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  th 
District  Council  under  the  provisions  of  Part  I of  the  Act  of  1937  receiver 
attention  with  satisfactory  results, 


The  particulars  required  by  Section  128(3)  of  the  Act  of  1937  to  be 
^reported  with  respect  to  matters  under  Part  i and  Part  VI II  of  the  Act 
t which  are  administered  by  the  District  Council  and  prescribed  by  Form 
3572  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  are  shown  in  the 
i table  below. 

((1)  Inspections 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

) Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

20 

10 

1 

((ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority 

428 

120 

22 

((hi) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority  . . 

3 

1 

— 

451 

131 

23 

((2)  Cases  ii 


were 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Referred 


Particulars 


6 Want  of  Cleanliness.  . 
(^Overcrowding 
aUnreasonable  temperature 
inadequate  ventilation 
slneffective  drainage  of  floors 
i Sanitary  Conveniences: — 

) (a)  Insufficient  . . 

I)  (b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 
) (c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

llOther  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
i including  offences  relating  to  out- 
7 work) 


Found 


2 

1 

1 

5 

28 


1 

38 


Remedied 


1 


1 

26 


1 

29 


To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 


2 


1 


5 

26 


1 

1 34 


There  were  no  cases  in  which  prosecutions  were  instituted. 

i Outworkers — Part  VIII  of  the  Act,  Section  110  and  111 

One  (1)  outworker  was  notified  as  being  employed  by  the  occupier  of 
la  factory  within  the  Borough. 

The  names  and  places  of  employment  of  23  outworkers  within  this 
i District  employed  by  the  occupiers  of  three  factories  outside  the  Borough 
Jwere  notified  by  the  Councils  of  two  other  Districts. 

There  were  10  outworkers  on  the  register  for  the  earlier  part  ol  the 
year  and  24  for  the  later  part. 
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The  places  of  employment  of  all  outworkers,  which  were  in  all  cases 
their  homes,  were  visited  and  no  contraventions  of  this  part  of  the  Act 
were  found. 

No  cases  of  default  in  sending  in  lists  of  outworkers  to  the  Council 
were  found  and  no  occasions  arose  for  the  service  of  notices  or  for  prose- 
cutions under  this  part  of  the  Act. 

14.  Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  are  in  the  Borough  the  following  premises  licensed  or  registered 
under  the  Act  as  shown : — 

Premises  licensed  to  manufacture  Rag  Flock  . . . . 1 

Premises  registered  to  use  filling  materials  to  which  the 

Act  applies  . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

17 


Three  formal  and  two  informal  samples  of  Filling  Materials  for 
analysis  were  taken  at  licensed  and  registered  premises  as  follows : — 


Rag  Flock  . . . . 2 

Woollen  Felt  . . 1 

Feathers  . . . . 1 

Kapok  Mixture  . . 1 


5 

The  tests  showed  that  all  samples  complied  with  the  requirements  of 
the  regulations. 

Eighteen  visits  were  made  to  licensed  and  registered  premises  during 
the  year. 

The  premises  licensed  to  manufacture  Rag  Flock  ceased  to  operate 
during  the  year. 

15.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  are  three  licensed  pet  shops  in  the  Borough  all  of  which  have 
been  periodically  inspected  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  compliance 
with  the  Act. 

G.  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  AND  ORDERS 

Live  Stock  Markets 

Statement  of  number  of  animals  which  passed  through  Messrs. 
Maughan’s  Auction  Marts,  Tyne  Road  East,  which  is  an  official  certifica- 
tion centre. 


Cattle 

Fat  Stock 
for  Slaughter 

8,397 

Store 

Stock 

34 

Sheep 

17,734 

— 

Calves 

95 

— 

Pigs  . . 

10,135 

594 

Dairy  Cows  . . 

— 

— 

Horses 

. . — 

250 

36,361 

878 

87 


65  sales  were  held  and  an  inspector  attended  all  sales  for  the  purposes 
pf  issuing  movement  licences  and  the  general  supervision  of  cleansing  and 
disinfection.  The  numbers  of  animals  passing  through  the  mart  showed  a 
plight  increase  in  fat  stock  and  a slight  reduction  in  stores. 

Pedigree  Pig  Sales 

One  sale  of  Pedigree  Pigs  on  behalf  of  the  North  of  England  Pedigree 
Pig  Breeders’  Association  was  held  at  Maughan’s  Mart  during  the  year 
involving  40  pigs. 

Irish  Animals  Order — Authorised  Market 

4 sales  of  freshly  landed  Irish  cattle  took  place  during  the  year 
involving 

94  Freshly  landed  cattle 
4 Licences  received 
27  Licences  issued 

Transit  of  Animals  Order 

Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  road  vehicles  was  supervised  at 
Messrs.  Maughan’s  Washing  Dock,  Redheugh  Bridge  Road,  at  which 
4,040  vehicles  were  dealt  with. 

jRegulation  of  Movement  of  Swine  Order,  1950 

Movements  of  animals  under  this  Order  were  as  follows : — 


No.  of  No.  of 

Licences  Swine 

Movements  of  Swine  from  Maughan’s  Auction 

Mart  to  premises  outside  the  Borough  ..  1,003  10,705 

Movements  of  Swine  from  Maughan’s  Auction 

Mart  to  premises  within  the  Borough  . . 6 24 

Movement  of  Swine  to  premises  within  the  Borough 

received  and  checked  ..  ..  ..  ..  41  957 

Movements  of  Swine  into  Maughan’s  Auction 
Mart  as  Collecting  Centre  for  animals  for 

slaughter  were  received  and  checked  ..  ..  11  105 


A Licence  authorising  the  movement  of  swine  to  any  place  except  a 
ulaughterhouse  or  bacon  factory  shall  require  the  swine  to  be  detained  and 

Inept  separate  from  all  other  swine  for  a period  of  28  days.  Regular  inspec- 
tions were  carried  out  to  see  that  such  conditions  were  being  observed. 

No  contraventions  of  the  Order  were  met  with  during  the  year. 

wine  Fever 

The  Borough  was  free  from  any  outbreak  ol  Swine  fever  during  the 
ear. 

o'oot  and  Mouth  Disease 

No  outbreaks  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  occurred  in  the  Borough 
or  was  the  Borough  or  any  part  ol  the  Borough  included  in  any  areas 
[abject  to  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Infected  Areas  or  Controlled  Areas 
'Orders. 
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Sales  of  Poultry 

No  licences  were  granted  under  the  Live  Poultry  (Restrictions)  Orde: 
1952,  and  no  sales  were  held  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis  Order 

No  case  of  Tuberculosis  in  dairy  herds  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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PART  VI 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

A.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES 
1.  Cow  Byres 

There  is  now  only  one  dairy  farm  in  the  Town.  The  herd  at  this  farm 
rconsists  of  seven  attested  cows  and  the  owner  holds  a producer’s  licence 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  to  use  the 
special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  in  relation  to  the  milk  produced 
(from  the  herd. 

1.  Milk  Retailers 

Distribution  of  milk  in  the  Borough  is  carried  out  as  follows  by : — 

Producer  Retailers  from  outside  the  Borough  ...  . . 3 

Producer  Retailers  from  within  the  Borough  . . . . 1 

Retailers  distributing  from  premises  outside  the  Borough  8 
Retailers  distributing  from  premises  within  the  Borough . . 9 

Retailers  (Shops)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 394 

415 


T Purity  of  Milk 

100  formal  samples  of  milk  were  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  the  results  of  which  show  the  milk  supply  to  the  Borough  to  be 
of  a very  satisfactory  quality  (see  Section  C). 

L Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949 

The  following  tables  give  the  various  grades  for  which  552  licences 
ere  issued : — 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Dealer’s  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . • • 53 

Supplementary  Licences  . . . . . . . . • • 9 

Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Dealers’  Pasteurisers’  Licences  . . . . 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  designation  “Pasteurised” 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  designation  “Sterilised” 

Supplementary  Licences  to  use  designation  “Pasteurised” 

Supplementary  Licences  to  use  designation  “Sterilised” 

552 


3 

98 

378 

8 

3 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 

The  following  summary  shows  the  total  number  of  samples  taken 
during  the  year  and  submitted  for  the  prescribed  tests  under  the  Milk 
qSpecial  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  the 
Meat  Treated  Milk  (Ministry  of  Health)  Circular  31/44. 
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1. 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

233 

2. 

Phosphatase  Test 

225 

3. 

Tuberculosis  Biological  Test.  . 

9 

4. 

Turbidity  Test 

15 

482 


Percent- 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

age 

Appropriate 

Exam- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Invali- 

Satis-- 

Class  of  Milk 

Test 

ined 

factory 

factory 

dated  factory 

Pasteurised 

Methylene  Blue 

100 

97 

3 



97.0% 

Phosphatase 

100 

90 

8 

2 

90.6% 

An.  Inoc.  T.B. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

100.0% 

School  Supplies 

Methylene  Blue 

84 

81 

2 

1 

97.6%' 

(Pasteurised) 

Phosphatase 

84 

81 

— 

3 

100.0% 

Sterilised 

Turbidity 

15 

15 

— 

— 

100.0% 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Methylene  Blue 

42 

42 

— 

— 

100.0% 

Pasteurised 

Phosphatase 

42 

39 

3 

— 

92.8% 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Methylene  Blue 

8 

7 

1 



87.5%! 

An.  Inoc.  T.B. 

8 

7 

— 

1 

100.0% 

484 

460 

17 

7 

96.4% 

The  results  of  the  samples  of  milk  submitted  for  the  various  tests 
during  the  year  1956  show  a slight  improvement  in  the  percentage  satis- 
factory on  the  previous  year’s  results. 

The  failure  of  eight  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  to  pass  the  phos- 
phatase test  was  due  to  a fault  in  the  plant  at  a dairy  in  the  town.  This 
plant  which  was  of  the  Holder  Type  has  now  been  replaced  by  an  H.T.S.T, 
plant  of  more  modern  design. 

During  the  year  three  complaints  were  received  and  investigated  ir 
respect  of  dirty  milk  bottles. 

In  one  case  legal  action  was  taken  and  the  offending  Dairy  Company 
were  fined  £20  and  £11  costs. 

A further  six  complaints  were  investigated  in  respect  to  abnorma 
taste  of  the  milk  and  foreign  matter  in  the  bottles. 

One  vendor  was  also  warned  in  respect  to  the  dumping  of  bottles  or 
the  highway  outside  a shop. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

No  cases  of  mastitis  or  tuberculosis  were  reported  amongst  cows  ir 
the  Borough  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  during  the 

year. 
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iCHOOLS,  Nurseries  and  Hospitals 

Regular  sampling  of  milk  supplied  to  the  schools,  nurseries  and 
hospitals  in  the  Borough  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  results  of  these  samples  are  included  in  the  preceding  summary. 


lACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ICE  CREAM 


50  samples  of  ice  cream  and  ice  cream  mix  were  submitted  for  the 
Jiethylene  blue  grading  tests  with  the  following  results: — 


Grade  1 . . . . 30 

Grade  2 . . 7 

Grade  3 . . 5 

Grade  4 . . 8 


50 


72%  of  the  samples  were  satisfactory  as  compared  with  73.3%  in 
'955.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  dealt  with  in  the  following  manner. 

(a)  The  six  from  manufacturers  in  the  Borough  by  check  sampling 
during  and/or  after  manufacture. 

(b)  The  seven  from  manufacturers  outside  the  Borough  by  notifying 
the  local  authority  concerned  of  the  results  of  the  samples. 

)pE  Cream  Premises 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  at 

beginning  of  year  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Premises  registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  at  beginning  of 

year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270 

Premises  added  to  register  for  sale  of  ice  cream  during  the 

year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Premises  removed  from  register  for  sale  of  ice  cream 

during  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . 5 


Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream 

at  end  of  1956  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  287 


Regular  inspections  of  these  presmises  were  carried  out. 

I FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
ISPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 
If  Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  at  the  present  time, 
nose  in  use  at  the  time  of  meat  control  in  1940  have  all  been  put  to  some 
ner  use  or  demolished. 

Unsound  Foods 

A considerable  amount  of  time  is  given  to  the  inspection  of  food  stuffs 
^warehouses  and  shops.  The  amount  condemned  is  considerably  less  than 
vt  year,  being  5 tons  compared  with  more  than  8 tons  last  year. 
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All  food  condemned  as  unlit  for  human  consumption  is  effectively 
disposed  of  or,  where  suitable  for  animal  feeding,  was  released  for  tha 
purpose  to  processing  factories. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  total  weight  of  such  foodstuff: 
all  of  which  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and,  consequently,  was  not  th< 
subject  to  magisterial  condemnation. 


(a)  Butcher  Meat  and  Bacon  . . . . . . . . 1,195-|- 

(b)  Provisions  . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 

(c)  Fruit  and  Vegetables  . . . . . . . . — 

(d)  Carton  and  Packet  Foods  (Cereals,  etc.)  . . 359 

( e ) Tinned  Meat  and  Fish  . . . . . . . . 3,647 

(f)  Tinned  Vegetables,  Fruits,  Soups,  etc.  . . . . 5,533V 

(g)  Tinned  Milk  276f 

(h)  Preserves  (Pickles  and  Essences)  . . . . . . 32 \ 

(/')  Fresh  and  Dried  Fish  . . . . . . . . 64 


Toted  ..  11,185  lbs 


4 tons,  19  cwt.,  3 qrs.,  13  lbs. 

3.  Foreign  Bodies  in  Foodstuffs 

The  following  table  shows  the  number,  etc.,  of  articles  of  unsounn 
food  containing  foreign  bodies,  brought  to  the  Department  during  thr 
year  and  the  action  taken  in  respect  thereof. 

Legal  Proceedings 


Article  of  Food  Offence  Fines  Costs  Observations 


Sugar  Confectionery 

Contained  a Screw 

£ 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Warned  by  Town  Cler 

Loaf  of  Bread 

Contained  a panel  pin 

— 

— 

do. 

Fruit  Malt  Loaf 

Mouldy 

— 

— 

Cautioned 

Malt  Fruit  Loaf 

Contained  an  insect 

15 

4 

3 

0 

Meat  Pie 

Mouldy 

2 

2 

2 

0 

4.  Registered  Premises. 

Preserved  and  Pickled  Meats,  Sausage,  etc. 

There  are  54  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  preserved  an 
pickled  meat  and  sausages.  Regular  inspections  by  the  District  Inspector 
were  carried  out. 

5.  Bakehouses 

There  are  43  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough  of  which  38  have  mechanic; 
power.  Regular  inspections  have  been  maintained  during  the  year  unde 
review  and  on  no  occasion  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  other  tha 
informal  action  to  remedy  any  defect.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  tf 
bakehouses  is  good  and  is  now  being  brought  up  to  the  higher  standar 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  Food  Flygiene  Regulation: 
1955. 

6.  Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat 

The  all-round  improvement  in  the  standard  of  Hygiene  in  respect  ( 
the  transport  and  handling  of  meat  referred  to  in  the  report  of  1955  h; 
been  satisfactorily  maintained. 
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clean  Food  Campaign 

The  second  round  follow  up  survey  of  all  food  shops  and  preparation 
t remises  during  the  year  has  not  yet  been  achieved  owing  to  staff  shortage 
tut  the  foundation  laid  by  the  first  survey  was  evident  where  opportunity 
r:ccurred  for  further  inspections  and  on  any  suitable  occasion  further 
cnprovements  were  obained.  When  the  establishment  is  at  full  strength 
gain  it  should  be  possible  to  pursue  this  matter  with  the  zeal  that  has 
: itherto  been  evinced. 

Lectures  were  given  by  the  Senior  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  to  the 
Staffs  of  works  canteens. 

food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

This  Act  was  brought  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1956,  and 
iionsolidates  various  previous  Acts  and,  together  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
glegulations,  1955,  will  have  the  effect  of  providing  the  necessary  power 
o bring  about  improved  hygienic  handling,  etc.,  of  foodstuffs. 

1 

These  regulations  are  being  enforced  at  every  opportunity  and  are 
icing  applied  by  food  traders  with  a considerable  degree  of  good  will 
nd  co-operation. 

. Licensed  Premises  (Public  Houses,  etc.) 
nummary  of  Works  carried  out  at  Public  Houses  in  1956 

The  inspection  of  public  houses  in  the  Borough  was  continued  during 
le  year.  The  following  summary  of  works  carried  out  as  a result  thereof 


shown  below. 

No.  of  premises  where  work  has  been  carried  out  . . j 3 

Work  Done 

Urinals  reconstructed  in  glazed  slabs  . . . . . . 1 

Flushing  apparatus  provided  to  urinals  . . . . . . 2 

New  sanitary  accommodation  provided  . . . . . . 5 

Washing  facilities  for  staff  provided  . . . . . . 7 

Hot  water  supply  provided  to  bar  sink  . . . . . . J 

Intervening  ventilated  spaces  provided  between  sanitary 

conveniences  and  bars  . . . . . . . . . . j 


. Importation  of  Foodstuffs 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  foodstuffs  landed  at  Flillgate 


uay  from  the  Continent. 

Tons 

1.  Milk  and  Milk  Powder  . . . . . . . . 20 J 

2.  Margarine  and  cooking  fat  ..  ..  ..  141  J 

3.  Vegetables — fresh  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4,184£ 

4.  Fruits — fresh  . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,980f 

5.  Vegetables — tinned  . . . . . . . . 6J 

6.  Fruits — canned  . . . . . . . . . . 290J 

7.  Pickles  and  sauces  . . . . . . . . . . 96y 

8.  Bacon,  Eggs,  Butter  and  Cheese  . . . . 1,886| 

9.  Dried  Egg  Custard  Powder  . . . . . . 574 

10.  Cakes  and  Biscuits  . . . . . . . . . . 9J 

1 1 . Beer,  Wine,  Spirits,  and  Alcohol  . . . . . . 286 J 

12.  Cereals  . . . . . . . • . . . . 583  J 

13.  Meats — tinned  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  937£ 

14.  Chocolate,  Sweets,  etc.  ..  ..  ..  ..  28 

15.  Other  foodstuffs  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  I83f 


Total  ..  1 0,691  i 
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C.  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  ANALYSIS 


Sample 


No.  of 

Samples  Genuine 


Formal 

Milk 

Informal 

Butter  Toffee 

Beef  Sausage 

Bacon  and  Tomato  Paste 

Butter 

Beef  Suet 

Baking  Powder 

Belfast  Ginger  Ale  . . 

Cheese  and  Tomato  Spread 

Cough  Lozenges 

Cream  (Tinned) 

Cordial  (Non-Alcoholic) 
Condensed  Milk 
Curry  Powder 
Cream  Toffee 

Cream  of  Mushroom  Soup . 

Cinnamon 

Custard  Powder 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 

Cooking  Fat 

Creamed  Rice 

Cocoa 

Coffee  

Dripping  

Evaporated  Milk 
French  Coffee 
Fish  Paste 

Fish  Cakes 

Frozen  Liquid  Egg  (Whole) 
Fruit  Chutney 
Gingerene  Essence 
Ground  Rice 
Gravy  Salt 
Ginger  Cordial 
Ginger  Snap 
Horseradish  Sauce 
Instant  Whip 

Jam 

Lard 

Lemon  Curd 
Lemon  Cheese 

Malt  Vinegar 

Margarine 
Meat  Pudding 
Mussels 

Minced  Chicken 
Meat  Paste 
Mint  Sauce 
Mincemeat 
Orange  Crush 
Orange  Marmalade  . . 
Oatmeal  Stout 
Orange  Squash 
Pilchards  (Tinned)  . . 

Pease  Pudding 
Pineapple  Pieces 
Processed  Cheese  Spread 
Potted  Meat 


100  100 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
1 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
I 
1 
1 
J 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
1 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 


No.  of 

Sample  Samples  Genuine 


Processed  Cheese 

1 

1 

Processed  Peas 

1 

1 

Pea  Soup  (with  Smoke  Ham) 

1 

1 

Quinine  Tonic  Water 

1 

1 

Rum  Butter  . . 

1 

1 

Semolina 

2 

2 

Sauce  . . 

1 

1 

Salmon  Spread 

1 

1 

Self-raising  flour 

1 

1 

Sherbet  Limes 

1 

1 

Sherbet 

1 

1 

Soft  Drink  Crystals  . . 

1 

1 

Salad  Cream 

1 

1 

Soft  Drink  Powder  . . 

1 

1 

Shrimp  Paste 

1 

1 

Shredded  Suet 

1 

1 

Somerset  Cider 

1 

1 

Table  Jelly 

1 

1 

Tea  (Liquid)  . . 

1 

1 

Tea 

1 

1 

Tonic  Lemon  Water 

1 

1 

Wyness  (Ginger  Wine  Essence) 

1 

1 

196 

196 

It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  100  samples  of  milk 
nd  96  samples  of  79  other  kinds  of  foodstuffs  no  adulteration,  deficiency 
r other  irregularity  was  found  upon  analysis,  which  indicates  a high 
'iiandard  of  observance  of  the  statutory  requirements  by  manufacturers 
of  foodstuffs. 


96 


FART  VII 
HOUSING 


Housing  Accommodation  provided  by  Local  Authority 

The  following  table  shows  the  progress  of  rehousing  of  families  fro 
overcrowded  and  unfit  houses  in  the  Borough. 


Houses  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  prior 
to  1945 

(962  houses  provided  by  the  North  Eastern 
Housing  Association  Ltd.  are  not  included  in 
this  item). 


2.  Houses  provided  1945  to  1955  inclusive: 


3. 


(a) 

Built  in  Gateshead  by  Local  Authority  . . 

3,001 

0 b ) 

Built  outside  Gateshead  by  Local  Auth- 

ority  

28 

(c) 

Provided  by  helling  U.D.C. 

284 

Houses  provided  during  1956 : 

(a) 

Provided  by  Local  Authority 

401 

(b) 

Provided  by  Felling  U.D.C. 

334 

Total  number  of  houses  provided 


2,648 


3,313 


735 


6,696 


Overcrowding 

That  some  degree  of  overcrowding  still  exists  in  houses  in  the  tov 
can  neither  be  refuted  nor  estimated  owing  to  the  lack  of  any  preci: 
information,  but  it  is  apparant  that  this  must  have  been  considerat 
reduced  during  the  later  part  of  the  post  war  period  by  the  rehousiii 
activities  of  the  local  authority,  3,531  families  having  been  rehous 
during  the  period,  including  578  this  year,  but  exclusive  of  rehousii 
from  unfit  properties  many  of  which,  even  so,  contributed  to  the  factor 
overcrowding.  Indeed  it  has  been  amply  confirmed  during  the  detail 
survey  of  the  Chandless  Clearance  Areas  in  preparation  for  the  maki 
and  confirmation  of  the  orders,  that  a high  degree  of  overcrowding  exit 
in  the  one  and  two  roomed  dwellings  which  predominate  in  the  areas 
unfit  housing.  Obviously  then,  the  rehousing  of  families  from  these  are, 
does  simultaneously  help  considerably  towards  the  solution  of  the  ov< 
crowding  problem  as  a whole. 

The  proportion  of  overcrowded  families  in  the  Chandless  Clearan 
Areas  was  found  to  be  at  least  30%  compared  with  a figure  of  10.8%  f 
the  whole  of  the  Borough  revealed  by  the  last  overcrowding  survey 
1937. 

Unfit  Housing 

(a)  Clearance  Areas 

Consequent  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Chandless  (Compulse 
Purchase)  Orders  Nos.  1 and  2 comprising  794  houses  occupied  by  9 j 
families,  a start  was  made  with  rehousing  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
families  had  been  provided  with  new  accommodation. 
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These  two  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  constitute  the  major  part  of 
he  1,183  properties  scheduled  for  clearance  during  the  first  five  years  of 
he  Council’s  20  years  clearance  programme,  and  present  indications 
uggest  that  the  work  of  rehousing  is  gaining  momentum.  It  is  hoped 
herefore,  that  the  five  years  programme  may  be  completed  before  the 

Ixpiration  of  that  time  and  so  allow  an  earlier  commencement  of  the  work 
n the  remaining  properties  in  the  20  years  programme  constituting  2,700 
Louses. 

The  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  effect  the  clearance  of  27  unfit 
Houses  in  Melbourne  Street,  occupied  by  51  families,  by  means  of  a 
ompulsory  purchase  order.  The  result  of  the  Pubfic  Enquiry  held  in 
December  is  awaited. 


>)  Individual  Unfit  Houses 

50  houses  occupied  by  76  families  were  dealt  with  as  being  houses 
nfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  reason- 
3le  expense  by  means  of  individual  Demolition  Orders  or  Closing  Orders 
uring  this  year,  details  of  which  are  shown  below. 


rders 

Orders 

Applied 

No.  of 
houses 

No.  of 
Families 

No.  of 
Families 
rehoused 
1956 

Families 
remaining 
end  of 
1956 

emolition  Orders 

Prior  to  1956 

21 

24 

17 

7 

losing  Orders 

Prior  to  1956 

49 

64 

27 

37 

demolition  Orders 

During  1956 

21 

33 

11 

22 

losing  Orders 

During  1956 

29 

43 

8 

35 

120  164  63  101 

The  following  table  gives  an  account  of  the  houses  demolished  and 
sellings  closed  during  the  year  and  of  the  persons  displaced  therefrom. 

Dwelling  No.  of 

houses  Persons 

Demolished  Displaced 

ouses  Included  in  Clearance  Areas  . . . . . . 12  229 

cl 

I 

o uses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas 

DUSES  DEMOLISHED  OR  CLOSED 

Housing  Act,  1936 

| (a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or  in- 
formal procedure  under  Section  11..  . . . . 89  67 

( b ) Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12)  ....  30  80 

\ Local  Government  Miscellaneous  Provisions  Act,  1953 

) Closed  under  Section  10(1)  and  1 1(2)  ......  2 12 

\ 

1 

; 

An  account  of  the  number  of  houses  made  fit  by  informal  action  and 
p the  use  of  statutory  powers  is  here  presented. 

Repairs 
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No.  of 

Informal  Action  Houses 

Number  of  unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  during  the  year  as  a result  of  in- 
formal action  under  the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  1,357 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers 
Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  by  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

( b ) by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . . Nil 

Housing  Acts,  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notice  under  Sections  9, 10,  11  and  16 

(a)  by  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . 45 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . . 6 


Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

As  stated  in  last  year’s  report  this  Act  has  not  been  instrumental  ini 
attracting  landlords  to  carry  out  works  of  repair  to  dwelling-houses  with! 
a view  to  securing  an  increased  rental  and  it  is  still  true  to  say  that  very; 
few  owners  have  found  it  profitable  to  incur  the  expenditure  necessary; 
to  entitle  them  to  such  increase. 

The  Rent  Bill  at  present  before  Parliament  may,  if  it  reaches  the 
Statute  Book,  prove  more  successful  in  achieving  this  purpose. 

Conclusion 

The  major  problem  in  relation  to  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  this 
Area  is  undoubtedly  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  housing  of  which  40% 
is  substandard  and  it  is,  therefore,  noted  with  satisfaction  that  at  last  a 
substantial  commencement  has  been  made  by  means  of  the  Chandless 
and  Melborune  Street  Clearance  Areas  to  cope  with  tin's  problem. 

W.  A.  MEARS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  RAirdre 

— — T0  CAtJSES-  AGES>  SEX  AND  WARDS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1056. 


Certified 

Uncertified 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  Other 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

" " Lung,  Bronchus 

»*  i»  Breast  

Aa  " - Uterus  ... 

other  Malig.  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Disease 
Other  Circulatory  Disease 
influenza 
Pneumonia 
Broncho  Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Respiratory  System 
Ulc  r oi  Stomach  & Duodenum 
Wstatisand  Enteritis 
diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

C &,?ildbirth,  Abortion 
i(,emtal  Malformations 
P emature  Birth 

Motor  vijne,d  ? “'’defined  Diseases 
All  On'  WH  Accidents 
C^her  Accidents  .... 

Plonucide  & Operations  of  War 


IT*  t«W  P*U- 


